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CHAP. LXXII. 


An mn of pp Scenes. 


1 


L Is the journey from Lobel to the hill, 
the ſenſations of Anna were, at firſt, too 
ſtrong for expreſſion ; but as they proceed- 
ed, in the language of pure and unaffected 
gratitude to the wiſe Diſpoſer of all events, 
ſhe now drew an affecting picture of her 
different feelings to what they were when 


dhe laſt time ſhe travelled the ſame road. 
Hoy full of forrow and anquiſh did ſhe 


leave her then home!] how many reluQant 
thoughts, at quitting the friendſhip of the 
good Mrs. Wellers! how great her diſ- 
treſs in the preſent, and her deſpair in the 
future, proſpects! She recognized the ſpot 
Vor. IV. B where 


© SE ANNA. 
where Lord Sutton and Dalton paſſed her, 


and tears guſhed from her eyes, when ſhe 


faw the ſtyle from whenee ſhe took the 
| ſtage. : 4 
Moro ſhe was returning, no longer the 
poor orphan, flying from the horror of a 
priſon and the tyranny of thoſe to whoſe 
vain- glorious charity ſhe ſuppoſed her ex- 
iſtence was owing; or going a poor out- 
caſt to ſeek her bread, in a world, where 
ſhe ſeemed to ſtand alone, but triumphant, 
and abounding in friends, riches, and ho- 
nour; overpowered with the different ſen- 
ſations ariſing from thoſe refle&ions, ſhe 


ſunk in tears into the arms of her friend. 


Charmed at the whole of her behaviour, 
Mrs. Wellers applauded the natural grati- 
tude of her diſpoſition, but begged ſhe 
would, at leaſt for the preſent, drop all 
painful recollections of the paſt, in the 
opening felicity ſne might now juſtly ex- 
pect, with this one reflection, which time 
and fifty years experience had e 


wanting 


[ 


ANNA. 3 


wanting to convince the moſt afflicted of 
' mankind, the preſent calamity, be it ever 
ſo bitter, and hard to be borne, leads, in 
ſome ſhape or other, to ſucceeding good. 
In this happy concluſion they reached 
the hill, and were there moſt affectionately 
received by. Mr. Wellers, and welcomed 
by Dr. Collet, whoſe fincere congratula- 
tions, and lively friendſhip, a little diſ- 
pelled the gloom which recollection had be- 
gan to caſt over our heroine's countenance; 
as her mind grew compoſed, the fatigues 
of the day were viſible to her friends, and 
painful to herſelf; by their effect on her 
health, Dr. Collet declared ſaline draughts 


and reſt, were abſolutely neceſſary; Mrs. 


Clark, who attended her, anxiouſly urged 
her to follow his advice, and ſhe retited 
immediately to bed, but not to reſt. 
Her feelings ſoon convinced her, how- 
ever eligible to the ſupport of a mere ex- 
iſtence, money and friends were, the latent 
diſeaſe of the mind was as much out of 
8 their reach, as out of the power of medi- 
cine. Herbert, dear amiäble Herbert, 
Dataik | B 2 were 


4 ANNA. 


were he alive, to ſhare with her thoſe un- 


expected gifts of fortune: could ſhe have 
put it in his power, to add to the hap- 


pineſs of the worthy Mrs. Herbert, or of 
her dear Patty; to render him independent 


of his proud couſins, were a gratification 
worthy living for! to tell him by all her 


actions, how the philanthrophy of his diſ- 
poſition, the goodneſs of his heart, the pu- 
rity of his ſentiments, now dwelt on her 
ſoul, were a happineſs e to hea- 


ven itſelf! 


But of this felicity me was 4 ever de- 
prived, and this, in the waywardneſs of hu- 


man nature, was all ſhe coveted; it was in 


yain ſhe condemned her own want of 
thankfulneſs to heaven for its bounties, 
and attempted to ſooth her ideas with the 
many, many ſources of happineſs in her 
power, that erowded to court her accept- 


- ance; ſtill thought, hopeleſs thought, hung 
on his dear image, and her heart recoiled 
from pleaſures. Herbert could not ſhare. 


In the morning her fever increaſed, but 


with appearance af] its again intermitting z 
. medicine 
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ANNA 5 


medicine did. little for her; a heftic habit, 
| Collet feared, was gaining on her conſtitu- 
tion; Mr. Mordant' 5s anxious apprehen- 
fions were only to: be equalled by thoſe of 
his ſon's; Mrs. Wellers felt as for her own 
daughter: and Mr. Bently was half diſ- 
traced; a conſultation of phyſicians was 
held, and he, at this very earneſt requeſt, 
indulged with being preſent; he had a 
ſmattering of phyſic, juſt enough to ren- 
der him inquiſitive, as an employer for 
XZ |. others, and very troubleſome as a patient 
| himſelf; he would not only know the 
*Z quality, but the quantity, of the preſcrip- 
tions, and in the caſe of Anna, would him- 
ſelf adminifter them. 

In a few days her fever abated, but lan- 
guor and depreſſion of ſpirits ſtill conti- 
nud; nothing ſeemed to give her either 
pain, or pleaſure. In this unpleaſant ſtate, 

Mr. Mordant was obliged to leave her 
with Mrs. Wellers, having buſineſs of the 
utmoſt importance to tranſact at a diſtance 
from the metropolis, whither his ſon ac- 
companied him. The evening after their 
23 departure, 


departure, ſhe ſaw Polly Dalton, the friend 


of her juvenile years, paſs by. Ah, my 


God! exclaimed ſhe, how, my dear friends, 
could you ſuffer me to be ſo long near 
Layton, without once ſeeing, or even in- 
quiring after Mrs. Dalton and her family! 
You might, anſwered Mrs, Wellers, have 
been filent about them for ever, without 
incurring any blame from us. Oh! ſay 
not ſo, madam: you know not how good 
Mrs. Dalton, nor how affectionate that 
young perſon, who now paſted, always was 
to me! Pray indulge me by ſending for her, 
who I have ſo often called, and who, in 


every inftance ated like, a mother by me; 


for as to Lord Sutton, I am convinced 
they would have been ſtill more vehement 
in bis behalf with a child of their own. 
Charming girl, ſaid Mr. Bently, though 
they, the Daltons, merit every puniſhment 
for driving ſuch a mind to deſpair, I will 
"myſelf be the meſſenger of your wiſhes 
—and away he went. Anna, in the mean 
while, pleaſing herſelf with the happineſs 
her affectionate heart predetermined to be- 

5 : ſtow 


ſfrow on Mrs Dalton. Mr. Bently, how- 


ever, returned without her; ſhe and her 


huſband were both gone to town. 
Mr. Thornhill had heard of his con- 


duct towards Anna, and ſent him his diſ- 


charge from the meeting ; for though he 
had engaged to give him fifty pounds a 


year for life, he had the honour of his 


Maker too firmly at heart, to fuffer that 
agreement to operate, as an obligation, or 
to contiuue a man in a pulpit he had en- 
dowed, who was proved to act in oppoſi- 
tion to the divine tenets of chriſtianity. 
Deſpairing now of ever obtaining any 
employ about London, he agreed with his 
wife to retire to ſome diſtant part of the 
world, where, with the intereſt of her for- 
tune, and Mr. Thornhill's annuity, they 
might live, and be out of the reach of any 
farther moleſtation from Mr. Mordant or 
his niece; a farm had been advertiſed to 


be fold in Cornwall, and they were gone 


from home about it. Mr. Bently knew 
that the earneſtneſs of Anna to ſee the 
Daltons proceeded from the rectitude of 

| | her 


1 ANNA. 
her principles, 4 Jewwinh a favourahle 


omen from the intereſt he obſerved her to 
take in their affairs, told her, if ſhe were 


not too much diſappointed 1 in her expec- 


tation of killing time, which he was griev- 
ed to ſee hung heavy on her hands, he 


would, if ſhe would accept his company, 


have a little chat with her himſelf. 

Anna could not conſiſtent either with, 
good nature, or good manners, decline his 
offer, more eſpecially as the manner he, 


made it, ſeemed to have a es be- 


you his words. 

Mrs. Wellers, laughing, faid, ſhe ſup- 
poſed the doctor and herſelf were to be 
excluded this tete-a-t&te. Oh, by no 
means, anſwered Mr. Bently; I only mean 
to convince this girl ſhe is an ingrate. The 


wan cheeks of Anna exhibited a faint bluſh 


at his accuſation of a vice ſhe moſt abhor- 


ed, though the looks of her accuſer ſpoke 


the kindeſt things; however, being ſeated, 
he addreſſed her in a very ſerious tone, 
charging her with the concealment of ſome 
hidden grief, which he was certain preyed 
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on her ſpirits, and which, if not combated : 
with reſolution, would (he meant not to 
alarm her, but here plain dealing was ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary) undermine her conſtitu- 
tion, and carry her in the prime of her 
days, into eternity, The averted eye, and 
lowing cheeks. of: Anna, encouraged him 
to proceed. Whatever were the malady 
of the mind, which was of too ſacred a na- 
ture for, the participation of her friends, 
its conſequence was ingratitude. Anna 
ſtarted; and ſeeing, in the ſerious caſt of 
his countenance, he then really meant to 
reproach her, with tears and heart-felt ſighs 

only could ſhe anſwer. He continued: 

you have been, my beloved Anna, from 
the age of three years, to the preſent mo- 
ment, when you are entered on your twenty 


firſt, the peculiar care of heaven; behold 


the providential love of that being, of 
whoſe bleſſings you are inſenſible, whoſe _ 


gifts you ſo little prize; the unfortnnate 


death of your father, a ſtranger, and un- 


known, was inſtantly ſupplied out of the 


very boſom of corrupted avarice; and then 
Bg 5 you 
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10 ANNA. 


you received your education by anothet 
miracle, ſuch as a mind and talents like 
your's deſerved. I have myſelf known 
ſome women, who acquitted themſelves 
"with decency aud propriety, in the cha- 
racter of governeſſes, but your Mrs Man- 
ſel, was ſelected by the hand of heaven, 
"ou purpoſe to bring to perfection the 
faireſt bloſſom of the creation; through 
what ſcenes of diſtreſs, perſecution, and 
temptation, as your life, and, what is of 
far more conſequence, your honour, been 
preſerved, from the verge of deſpair? 
you fee yourſelf ſafe in the protection of 
relations, whoſe happineſs is centered in 
yours; of friends, who would ſacrifice any 
worldly thing to contribute to your eaſe, 
and who exult in the triumph of virtue 
over vice; is not then your continued A 
dejection ungrateful to God, to your rela- 
tions, and to your friends? you muſt con- 
feſs it is, but I have a charge ſtill more 
heinous to bring againſt you. AY 
Oh! ſpare me, dear fir; Iam very cul- 
pable, very weak ; but indeed I do try to 
exert 
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exert myſelf, to return, in ſome degree, 
your kindneſs, and Mrs. Wellers' in par- 
X ticular, who was ſo good to me, when I 
bad no other friend; who took up the 
| cauſe of my orphan and diſtreſſed i ſtate, 
. when the world ſeemed. ſavagely ſet againſt 
it; but fate is not to be reſiſted, ſhe 
continued weeping, I have no heart for 
happineſs. | | 
| Miſtaken woman; it is not only to be 
reſiſted, but overcome; call forth the fa- 
culties of your mind, employ them in a&s 
of beneficence, ſearch out the habitations 
of the wretched, learn the common woes 
human nature is ſabje& to, feel for the 
anxious mother, unable to ſatisfy the calls 
of hunger in her young ones, or let the 
ſighs of the miſerable father move thee, 
who mourns, perhaps, not only the loſs 
of wealth in himſelf, but of honour in his 
poſterity ; ſee the deſerted wife, callous. 
do every calamity but the cruel one that 
3 wounds her boſom, rending the air with 
lamentations for the loſs. of her faithleſs 
= huſband; let your pity light on his droop- 
B09: ing 
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* 


ing head, who having boarded the trea- 


ſure of his foul, in one little caſket, finds 


it rifled, and all his blooming hopes for 


ever blaſted; if, he continued, you can 


trace ſorrows like theſe, and ſuch, be aſ- 
fared; there are in every habitable ſpot, 
ſeek the hapleſs orphan; if indeed your 


imagination ſickens at the happineſs in 
your power, extend it to them; for ends 
ke theſe were you endowed with noble 


ſentiments, a feeling heart, the love of 


virtue, and principles of juſtice; for them 


you were born, and preſerved amid ſo 


many evils, and thoſe will laudably employ 


your mind, and baniſh from thence the 
woes which are potent only from in- 


activity. 


Behold theſe white TOR ; oh, an 


could you know, could you conceive, the 


ſorrows. they cover, you would wonder, 
how I have attained the age they ſpeak. 
Alas! alas! time, nor change of place, nor 
circumſtances, can obliterate them from 
my memory ; yet robbed in the crueleſt 
manner of all my ſoul delighted | in, I once. 
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J gave myſelf up to deſpair; deſpair was a 
Z flow, a lingering period, to the miſery I 
had not patience to endure a moment. 
I flew to liquor, to noiſy, mad, immoral 
mirth, but in vain was every effort ; the 
loſs of reaſon ſoon ſucceeded loſs of peace 
not, indeed, till my fortune became the 
prey of the abandoned crew, with whom, 
in the deſperation of a burſting heart, I 
plunged into vices, and exceſſes my ſoul 
abhorred. . 

In one of the receptacles for unhappy 
lunatics, I ſhould have dragged on a mi- 
ſerable exiſtence, but for the love of a 
twin ſiſter; who married very young, and 
accompanied her huſband to India; ſhe 
returned a widow, and immenſely rich ; 
enquired me out, took me to her houſe, 
and procured me all the aſſiſtance fraternal 
love, with the aid of wealth, could obtain, 
and I recovered to a ſenſe of my horrible 
ſituation. 

I ſoon recollected how my peace had 
been murdered, and my patrimony de- 
ſtroyed; the anguiſh of my woes renewed 
| with 


- 
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with the idea of again mixing in the 


world,' where my all was loſt; my dear 4 
Honoria foreſaw it would, Mie therefore E 
propoſed changing the ſcene by travelling; ; 4 | 
we went, wherever fancy led, France, 3 
Italy, Spain, Holland, and Germany ; my 4S 
reaſon, bleſſed be God, fully returned, and 
my ſiſter, being ſeverely afflicted with a 9 


painful and lingering ſickneſs, I had the 
conſolation of being to her, what, dear 
amiable woman, ſhe had ſo long been to 
me, a ſoothing companion in the hour of 
pain; ſhe died leaving me her heir. 
ſtill continued rambling, till at length, the 
infirmities of age began to overtake me, 
reſt and a home became neceſſary for a 
petulant old man ; I returned to my country 
not to be known, for my name is not 
Bently, and here, in the exerciſes of be- 1 
nevolence, I have found the firſt reſpite 7 
from grief. 1 
. Abbey which I purchaſed is, 16. 
lieve, going to decay; my mind finds the 
beſt employ in rendering comfortable the 
habitations of others ; : ſo that what com- 


| | pany, 
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ANNA. 1 
pany, diſſipation, travel, or even madneſs, 
could not effect, the extending comfort 
to the afflicted, relieving the oppreſſed, 


-cheriſhing the faint-hearted, and feeding 


? | the hungry, has done; it has baniſhed ſelf, 


and while I feel the ſorrows of others, I 
likewiſe participate 1n the comforts I am 
enabled to beſtow. 

Let us then, ſaid the venerable Enthu- 
| faſt, reſolve, my Anna, to be happy; 
chear thy gentle heart by diſpelling grief 
from thoſe of the leſs fortunate; I have 
enough and enough, for the purpoſes of 
generous charity; not to the clamorous 
beggar, not to the hardened wanderer, 
but to the modeſt few, whoſe pride of 


heart, inſpired by the honeſt dignity of 


inward rectitude, ſhrinks from the offered 
alm, will we turn our eyes. The dumb 
ſorrow of thoſe who recollect, with deep 
regret, the better fate of their earlier 


— 


days, and who feel, in the ſad reverſe, 


pangs, to which the ſtarving mendicant is a 
ſtranger, ſhall ſpeak a language we will 


teach our ſouls to underſtand ; nor will we 


refuſe 


16. '. ANNA 


. 


refuſe to hear the faltering voice of re 


pentant iniquity, while the {till ſoft plaint 


of deſerted” infancy. ſhall never he heard 
but to be relieved. -, . Sweet picture of 


heaven, wilt thou not fears thy bed of ſick- 


neſs? wilt thou not exchange langour and 


melancholy, for joys like theſe? 


Moft gladly, deareſt, honoured Sir, an- 


{wered Anna, as ſoon as her admiration of 


the reſpectable monitor, her compaſſion 


for his misfortunes, and her entire appro- 
os bation of his ſentiments, would ſuffer her 
to ſpeak ; I feel, how very much I am to 
blame; we will loſe no time; I am ready 
this moment to enter on the delightful 
tak... W 

| You muſt be well firſt, ſaid he, pleaſed 
at the alacrity, with which his plan was 


adopted; and as a proof you mean to be 


ſo, you muſt now retire to reſt, and not 
let the new avocation 1 recommend oc- 
cupy your thoughts to the prejudice. of 
ſleep. 
She immediately 3 with this i in- 
junction, and retired for the night. 


Neither 
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Neither Mr, or Mrs. Wellers, any more 


than the doctor, had before heard any 
part of Mr. Bently's hiſtory ; his charity 
42 and generofity were unbounded, and con- 
ſequently his riches ſuppoſed to be im- 


menſe; but he converſed with none of the 
polite inhabitants of Layton, except the 
family at the hill, and the poor and labo- 
rious, whoſe intereſts and whoſe misfor- 
tunes were infinitely below the attention of 
the quality of the place; it was, indeed, no 
great wonder they ſhould not chuſe to have 
their pleaſures interrupted by evils they 


had already experienced, ſince, with very 


few exceptions, they had all known in their 
own original, the ills of poverty and hard 
labour, which, as they choſe to forget, they 
flattered themſelves other people would; 
not bleſſed with underſtanding enough to | 
feel, it was their preſent vanity, not their 
former poverty, that was contemptible : 
Mr. Bently was a man of family and rank ; 
he had been all his days accuſtomed to the 
manners of a gentleman, but he neverthe- 


leſs preferred the ſociety of uncultivated 


paverty, 


18 
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poverty, to that of unfeeling affluence: 


there was hardly a working pair in the 1 


neighbourhood, with whoſe affairs he was 
not perfectly converſant, or a child, who 
was not his particular acquaintance; he 


had a room at the Abbey full of toys of 
different ſorts, which were conſtantly diſ- 


tributed, as rewards to his little favourites ; 


he could not go two ſteps without having 


his advice aſked, or his charity excited ; 

but this mean turn expoſed him to the 
ſcorn and derifion of his polite neighbours, 
who, after wondering and condemning till 
they were weary, now feldom troubled them- 


ſelves about him. 


His titie, when he bought the Abbey, 


was *Squire ; it was funk into plain Mr. 
and was now got to Old Bently ; ſomething 
particular in his character had always ap- 
peared, which this voluntary account of 
himſelf explained greatly to his honour. 


Mrs. Wellers was too much affected, 


as well as himſelf, to take any notice of 
his communication, farther than her tears 
expreſſed ; Mr. Wellers, had a religious fit; 
5 rd and 


and Collet had twiſted his cane Ariog quite 


x: | off, when, with the ſalutation of the even- 


Ss they parted. 


CHAP. LXXIV. 


New Schemes. 


As ſoon as Anna was alone, ſhe went 
over in her mind, the arguments, as well as 
hiſtory, of her noble-minded friend ; ſhe 
acknowledged the juſtice of his reprehen- 
fions, and anticipated the comforts of thoſe 


2» amuſements he ſelected for her, and ſhe 


followed his advice 1n letting her thoughts 


dwell on the felicity it was in her power to 


beſtow. 
What tranſports had ſhe hitherto de- 


prived herſelf of enjoying? Mr. Manſel, 
that dear friend, how could ſhe ſo long for- 


get the obligations ſhe owed him] oh, that 
67 | her 
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her dear . friend was living, to are | U ö 
her fortune, to guide her ſteps, to teach I 
her fortitude, and direct the wanderings of . 
her heart. The Daltons, ſhe was determin- 
ed, ſhould be happy. Polly ſhould live 
with her, and Mrs. Clark fhould never 
know care; Mrs. Melmouth ſhould be con- 
vinced her favours were not ill beſtowed ; 
Mr. Melmouth, when he found, how ſtrict- 
ly ſhe had adhered to principles he had firſt 
implanted in her mind ,wonld rejoice 3 and 
if her fortune could do it, he ſpould have 
cauſe; it ſhould be the buſineſs of her ex- 1 
iſtence to do honour to the gracious being i 7 
who, as Mr. Bently obſerved, had fo mi: 
raculouſly preſerved her in the firſt inſtance, 
and in the next, by ſuch various and un- 
foreſeen means, ee her underſtand- 
ing. 

Thoſe reflections kent her awake moſt 
part of the night, but towards morning, 
they bad. the ſalutary effe& of compoſing 1 
her mind, and the fell into a ſound ſleep, 4 

from which ſhe awoke, animated and re- 
 freſhed. „„ 
oY 12 4 
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4 he was not idle; he had 150 Mrs. \ Dies 
j .d found great difficulty to prevail on her 
1 to go with her daughter to the hill; con- 
F ſcious of being in her huſband's ſecret, tho? 
not a partner in his iniquitous deſigns. of 
A defrauding our heroine, ſhe could not be= 
2 lieve ſhe was ſent for, on any other occakon, 
| b | than to receive the juſt reproaches of an 
ME injured perſon, who had left the houſe, 
. 1 under the double apprehenſion of perſecu- 
tion and impriſonment ; and her mortifi- 
cation at the ſevere and ſcornful look of 
Mrs. Wellers confirmed thoſe fears, not- 
7 withſtanding Mr. Bently's encouragement. 
* The moment Anna was apprized of her 
3 viſitors, inſtead of ordering them up to 7 
2A her, with the uſual vivacity of her ſenſa- 
2 tions, ſhe haſtily went to them; and throw- 
ing her arms round Mrs. Dalton 8 neck, 
burſt! into tears. ; , 
I) be poor woman, equally ſurprized and 
I | affected, kept an involuntary filence, while 
. Anna, in the effuſions of a tender and 
grateful 
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tachment. 


apprehended; but as ſhe really loved Anna, 


and rings, I before · mentioned, and the 


* 
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grateful heart, embraced them both, 
thanked the mother for every maternal act 
of kindneſs towards her, and promiſed the 
daughter never to forget their infant at- 


More ſevere to Mrs Dalton was. this un- 
expected goodneſs, than the reproaches ſhe 


the pleaſure of ſeeing her in ſuch brilliant 
circumſtances, gave additional force to the 
Joy her promiſes inſpired, and ſhe preſently 
forgot all diſagreeable recollection of paſt 
events; ſhe repeated with the ſame confi- 
dence, and as little reſerve as ſne would to 
her own daughter, the preſent ſituation and 
intention, of her huſband, on whom no 
entreaties could prevail to accompany them 
to the hill, a circumſtance Anna very little 
regretted ; ſhe ventured to promiſe them 
ample aſſiſtance, but would not ſettle the 
bounty ſhe meant to extend to them, till 
ſhe had conſulted Mr. Bently. 
Mrs. Dalton then produced the watch 
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reader may imagine ſhe was not a little 
| ſtruck, 


"AMA 23 
X fruck, on 'obſerving, ſome part of the 


arms was the ſame with that of Sir William 
Edwin's; ſhe indeed recollected young 
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9 | Mordant's being treated with great kind- 
neſs, by the family, but never heard they 
| were related, which being the only way ſhe 
| | could account for the impreſſion on her fa- 
cherẽs ſeal, left her puzzled but not intereſt- 
ed; the object no longer-exiſted, that could 
render her conſanguinity with the Edwin's 
of any importance to her; and as not only 
her peace, but health, was dependent on 
her efforts to forget them, ſhe hurried the 
# watch into her ſecretary, and ſent Mrs. 
3 Dalton away happy and elated with her 
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Sbe then begged Mr. Bently 5 Mrs. 
1 Wellers advice as to what could be done 
with propriety for a family, who, it was 
not enough to ſay ſhe forgave, fince ſhe 
actually loved them ; humane-and tender- 
hearted as Mrs.Wellers was on every other 
occaſion, her love for Anna rendered her 
rather obdurate on this; but as be pro- 
het, her happineſs was connected with 

theirs, 
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theirs, and the; generous Bently glad; | * 
her motive, ſhe perſiſted ; and he, as the Y 
firſt proof of her obedience to her adopted 
father, inſiſted on her taking from him a 
paper, ready drawn and ſigned, containing 
an annuity of one hundred pounds a year 
to Mrs. Dalton during her life, and to her 
children at her death; he would not be re- 
fuſed, it was his own gratification he was 
ſeeking, and he muſt be ſuffered to * 4 
His own way.. 94 85 FI 

I need not ay this was tha road to 8 5 
dlodfs in the eſtimation of the Daltons, } 
more. eſpecially as with the ſame pacquet, 
Anna told them her intentions of taking 
Polly to wait on her, and incloſed a bill 1 
to equip her for that purpoſe ; Mr. Bently 
himſelf called on them, and commended 
their intention to remove out of the reach 
of the tale which had juſt tranſpired ; he 
+ adviſed their going as ſoon as Mr. Mor- 
dant's return ſhould. ſatisfy them any far- | 
ther teſtimony on Miſs Manſel's account | 
was unneceflary. | 3 

Mrs. Clark was next diſpatched, her 4 

= purſe, 


A NN 1 


3 | purſe, ſufficiently furniſhed to pay her rent 
b and other little debts, which had long hung 
1 heavy on her mind; ſhe was inſtructed to 
part with her houſe and buſinefs, with all 
X the expedition ſhe could, and Polly Dalton 
*# joyfully ſupplied her place with Anna. 
her = Theſe matters, as Mr. Bently foretold, 
by employing her mind in ſuch acceptable 
mas # exerciſes of generoſity, tho' ſhe could not 
on but remember, 241 
A Such things were, and were moſt dear, 
of A | Lefſened her attention to the fatal diſap- 
ns, pointment of her heart. She wrote, as I 
1 have ſaid to Mr. Manſel, an account of her 
ing E: | then ſituation, which letter being ſent while 
3 that gentleman was in town, could not2be' 
received by him till his return home; her 
thanks for the ſeaſonable ſupply, to which: ' 
ach dhe attributed the ſaving her life, aſtoniſh- 
4 ed him; and the account of her leaving 
Z Dalton, her ſubſequent illneſs and diitrefs, 
affected him ſo much, that now he knew 
where to find her, he reſolved on a ſecond 
- IF journey to London; when he arrived; at 
Mrs. Clark's, her religion having by the 
arſe, | | Vol. IV. C lat: f 
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late diſcovery; in which, as ſhe foretold, ſhe 


had borne an active part, being increaſed 


in its fervor, was gone to the tabernacle 
with her daughter; but a ſervant girl, 
they, at Anna's deſire, had retained, could 


caſily give directions to one, who was the 


Continual ne of her es conver- 
ſation. 

Eager to ſee ale dean viel ve fo ee 
Loved, his tired horſe was again mounted; 


it was then near nine o'clock, and it was 


paſt eleven when he reached the hill. 
Mrs. Wellers had that evening been en- 


5 joy ing the triumph of truth, by carrying 


Anna in Mr. Bently' $ new coach round the 


ſevueral houſes in the village, on pretence of 


ing Viſits; which, to own the truth, 


As ſhe was pretty deep 1 in arrears, might elſe 


have fill remained in account againſt her: 
_ politeneſs. At the worſhipful Mr. Strap's, 
ſhe had the ſatisfaction of looking Miſs 


- Bibbins into the moſt evident confuſion, by 


aſking Anna, if ſhe had not ſeen that lady 
before? and her brother the beau, tho' he 
fo well knew. the * at the parſon's to be 

5 4 a courtezan 
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VP a courtezan in high life, never beheld any 
ching ſo lovely; he was enchanted with her 
E | beauty, charmed with her wit, and (but 
| 3 that was afide) captivated with her fortune, 
X which Mrs. Wellers took care to repreſent | 


large enough. Had Anna been ſenſible of 
e obligations ſhe was under to thoſe ladies 
and gentlemen, it is probable ſhe might 
| have been diverted at the {trained politeneſs 
1 vhich was intended to cover both envy and 
ſhame; but as, during the time ſhe reſided 
at Layton, her obſervations had been con- 
1 fined by her anxiety, and perfectly inno- 
cent in all her thoughts and actions, it was 
impoſſible ſhe could ſuſpect people ſhe ac- 
rtually did not know, could find a ſubject 
4 either for envy, or detraction in her; Mrs. 
BY Wellers, however, enjoyed it, and was di- 
A verting her huſband with the deſcription, 
when Mr. Manſel's ring at ſo late an hour 
Falarmed them. 

A ervant announced a gentleman inquir- 
ing for Miſs Manſel, and before they had 
Wtime for conjecture he was in the room, 
Wand Anna at his feet, from whence he 
'F C 2 fondly 
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fondly it "ak wad preſſing her to bis il 
paternal boſom, felt himſelf, and afforded 1 
Mr. and Mrs. Wellers unutterable * 4 
| fu "ONE 9 
At length as voluptuous ſilence gave 
way to mutual and kind inquiries after each 95 
ethers health; Mrs. Wellers ſoon under 
ſtood this was the reſpectable clergyman of 
whom Anna ſpoke with ſuch an affetionate 
- warmth 3 her reception of a gueſt ſo wel- 
come to her friend, was no leſs friendly 
than polite; ſhe would not ſuffer them to 
enter into recitals of the paſt, that night; A 
Mr. Manſel would want reſt, and ſhe was 4 
fare Anna's would be entirely broken, if 4 
they began a repetition of old grievances ; 4 
to-morrow would be quite time enough. A 
..- Early, however, in the morning they 9 
met. Mr. Manſel's remonſtrances at her 3 
unkindneſs in not returning to him, ac- 9 
companied every painful event ſhe then 
related; his ſurprize at her account of the 
note, could only be equalled by her's, at his 

| diſclaiming that, or any other knowledge 3 
of her ſituation, than what Wilkinſon 
learnt Wi 
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11 learnt from that village ; the conjefture fell 


JF on Edwin, as they rightly. concluded no 
other perſon would chuſe to part with their 


money without, at leaſt, having the credit 


EF of it ; Mr. Manſel very pathetically lament- 
cd the depravity of that young man, as it 
=# would, he knew, give great uneaſi neſs to 


his worthy parents, and indeed all his fa- 


mily ; here was an opportunity to hear the 


particulars of Herbert's death, Anna could 
neither avail herſelf of, nor reſiſt; ſhe 
could only ſtammer out the name of Her- 


bert; they were, he ſaid, as well as their 
late calamity would admit; and obſerving 


the change in her countenance, which he 


return without her, and to take Melmoth 
lodge in their way, in order to know on 


what pretence her character had been ſo 


infamouſly aſperſed ; that now her affairs 
wore ſo much more pleaſing an aſpect, it 


was {till more neceſſary to clear her fame, 


pet Lhe R e 


ſuppoſed was occaſioned by the fatal cataſ- 
1 trophe of Mr. Herbert, haſtily changed 
1 the ſubject to that of her quitting the Ed- 
wins; le told her he had reſolved not te 


1 


W HILE ws were ce vrt ing with 


meeting of true friends, a very loud ring 


to ſee a poſt coach and four, with a nume- 


curioſity to ſee who would alight from the 


that it was ſome new contrivance of Mr. 
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and as ſhe thought it proper to wait her 
uncle's return, he would bimſelf undertake 7 
that matter. 5 


— 


CHAP. LXXV. 


A mw —_— 


the real ſatisfaction which ever attends the 


occaſioned Anna to look towards the gate, 
when ſhe was in the utmoſt aſtoniſhment 


rous ſuit of attendants, | in Sir William Ed- 
win's livery. - 


Mrs. Wellers and We whole family were 3 
in a buſtle, while Anna looked with filent 


well-known carriage ; her own 1deas being, 


Edwin ; but ſhe was convinced of her miſ- 
take, 


IE 


Po . 
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WW take, by the fight of her uncle handing our 
9 | lady Edwin; ſhe was conſidering what par- 
4 ticular end this vifit was to anſwer ; when 
A they entered the room, Anna ran to her 


uncle, who inſtantly preſented her to lady 


Cecilia as her niece ; unable to account for 
= fo unexpected an act, ſhe looked almoſt in- 


credulous. Well, my deareſt girl, ſaid that 
lady, embracing her, may you doubt what 


vou hear, unkind and unjuſt as I have been 


to the child of my only brother ! but my 


love, by a natural inſtinct was drawn to 


you, and when every art was tried to 
change my ſentiments, ſtill the impulſe of 
my nature was ſtrongly in your favour; 


and my pride will be gratified, in reſigning 


your eſtate to one, who promiſes ſo well to 


ſupport the honous of our family, 


Ah, madam, anſwered ſhe, if this be. 
true, if it is no illuſion of my ſenſes, if in- 
deed I have the honour of being related to 
you, talk not of marking your acknow-- 
ledgement of me, by any kind of reſigna- 
tion; I ſhall be ſufficiently rich in your 
love, and happy in your protection]! My 
1 2 . ever 


Fa, 


* 


ever honoured patroneſs, ſhe continued, 4 1 
- . throwing herſelf at her feet, permit me 
to add to, but never believe me capable 
of taking from your enjoyments of any 
Oh, Mr. Mordant, cried Lady Edwin, 
how could I ever ſuffer my judgment to be 
ſo impoſed on by the prejudices of wicked 
inventions, againſt this amiable creature! 
Riſe, my love, ſaid ſhe to Anna, this poſture .. © 
i becomes Lady Ann Trevannion ; your 
dear father, at the time he breathed his laſt 
at a paltry lodging, was actually Earl of 
Trevannion, with nothing wanting but his Wl 
own claim to put him in poſſeſſion of his 
family eſtate ; it is indiſputably now your's; | 
you will not receive your right with half 
the pleaſure with which I ſhall reſign it; 
the houſe of Trevannion is rich in all its 
branches; my fortune is large enough to 
anſwer amply every claim of my children ; 
there is the copy of your grandfather's will, 
do you retire and peruſe it; I have, to 
prevent your teazing yourſelf with forms 
and old legacies, marked the paſſage which 
3 . . 


Ul 


ANNA. 33 


relates to my dear brother; in the mean 
1 while J will beg of this lady a diſh of cho- 
Colate. 
1 Anna obeyed her aunt, leaving Mrs. 
3 Wellers not a little pleaſed with her 


„ 

e gueſts; the paſſage alluded to, ſhe tron 
4 as follows: | 

1 « And as, from an rkforrdnate attach- 


ment of my fon Hugh Trevannion, and in 
conſequence of my diſpleaſure thereon, he 


lr 

t bas withdrawn himſelf out of my know- 
5 WT ledge, and if living, keeps himſelf con- 
is  cealed from his family, in fear of being 
* 1 again treated with a rigour I condemn my- 
1 eeif for, it is my true will and meaning, if 
1f my aforefaid fon Hugh Trevannion, or his 
ty | 2 lawful heirs, ſhall perſonally appear to make 
ts ME good their claims as heretofore recited, then 
to my eſtates and all the hereditaments there- 
j; A unto belonging, ſhall be immediately re- 
I, WF inquiſhed by my daughter aforeſaid, her 
to Wheimns, &c: &c. whether covert or ſold ; and 
ns rhat ſhe or they ſhall be entitled to the 
ch fixty thouſand pounds before-mentioned, 
res Fopetber with the manſion houſe and eſtate . 
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called Dennis Place, left to > my late lady 
by her mother lady Blanch Dennis; pro- 3 
vided nevertheleſs, that at whatever time 
ſuch claims be made, my daughter be in- 
demaified for all rents, fines, and all other 
monies, the produce of my eſtate, which 
ſhe may receive before ſuch claimant ſhall 
appear; and as I write this will with my Wl 
own hand, without conſulting or adviſing I 
with an attorney of any deſcription, I ad- 
viſe and requeſt my children to follow may i 
example; and if neither my ſon Hugh, | 
nor his heirs, ſhould appear to claim my 4 
eſtate within twenty-one years after my 
death, then I give and bequeath the whole 4 
of my eſtate and fortune before recited to 4 
my daughter, &c. &c.” 1 
This extract from the old Earl's will, L 
chitidited the remaining myftery of her 
family, and much more than gratified all 
her wiſhes on that head; ſhe carried with 
her, on her return into the breakfaſt room, 3 
the watch and rings; had farther con- 
firmation been wanting, thoſe would have 1 
been ſufficient; the family arms, which had A 
425 | | ſtricken 1 
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dy ] aricken her as reſembling the Edwin's, 
ro- 3 efe the Trevannion quartering, and the 
me | 4 Frings ancient mourning ones of their great 
in- Nerd. -farher Dennis, and immediately 
her known by lady Edwin; the hair was her” 
ich F mother's, and the band- Writing unqueſtion- 
all | Wably her father's. Mr. Bently ſoon after 
Wappeared; he enjoyed the dignity of his 
3 young friend with ſome alloy ; he could 
1 not, he ſaid, think of Ms lo 18 


1 1 e could on his Anna Manſel; but he could 
ell her, he would not give her up; he had 
already entered into league with Mr. Man- 
| 4 el; you cannot, I think, do better, ſaid 

1 Mr. Mordant; fome neceſſary forms, not- 

1 the Earl's injunctions, muſt 
3: e gone through ; my niece not being of 
3 age, ſhe will become a ward of Chancery 
FF M that period, and guardians muſt be 
im I appointed for her minority; J have indiſ- 
de reaſons for returning to Jamaica, 
Wand Sir William Edwin thinks they ought 
o be choſen out of her own family, fo that 
I apprehend you will be the moſt unobjec- 
C6 tionable 
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tionable to her friends, and the moſt ac- 


ceptable to my niece for that office; as far 
as I am conſulted, I ſhall, I aſſure you, be 


very nice for her; few men can deſerve, il. 


tho? the inflant ſhe is announced heireſs to 


the Earl of Trevannion, many wi aſpire 15 
to, her. 3 

A ſtarting tear would now find its way 3 
from the downcaſt eye of the young heireſs, 


while Mr. Bently and Mr. Manſel were ac- 
knowledging the high honour conferred 
on them, in the lovely ward intruſted to 


their care; the latter ſaid he ſhould begin 
his office, with. tlie journey they had agreed 
on; begin! my dear Sir, anſwered ſhe ; i 
your guardianſhip, in the moſt valuable 
ſenſe, has long been begun, I pray to God 1 
I may not live to ſee it end. A 

The chocolate removed, Lady Edwin 
told her ſhe was going to town, from whence 


ſhe did not mean to return till every ſtep 
was taken to ſettle her beyond a poſſibility 
of interruption, in the poſſeſſion of her eſ- 


tate; we have concluded, continued ſhe, 
that fome altercation may poſſibly ariſe in 
our 
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| our own family, not pleaſing, or neceflary, 
bor you to be troubled with; if, therefore, 


4 E this good lady can make it convenient, and , 


WT you are happy here, we think you had bet- 


ter continue till you can be properly fixed, 


5 either with ſome of your 9 or in a 
Y | -houſe of your own. 

= Mr. Mordant gave it as his decided opi- 
L | nion, as ſhe was ſo near being of age, if 
ſome prudent well-bred perſon could be 


fixed on, to be both chaprone and compa- 


nion, her houſe ſhould be eſtabliſhed as 
ſoon as poſſible. The conduct of young 


Edwin was his private reaſon for wiſhing to 


place her out of that family, and any other 

1 proper one was not eaſily to be found. 
Lady Edwin, perhaps for the ſame rea- 
ſon, did not oppoſe Mr. Mordant's opini- 
on; it was agreed, he ſhould look out for 
a houſe, and Mrs. Wellers kindly offered 
to ſpend the winter with ker in town ; this 
point ſettled, they parted, her uncle and 
aunt to go to town, the latter leaving her 
footman to wait on her niece, the former 
engaging to correſpond with Mr. Bently, 
Who 


* ANNA. 
who would not leave his ward; Manſel ſet 
out on his journey to Melmoth Lodge the 
ſame day. 

- In the intermediate time, Mrs. Wellers 
endeavoured to chaſe from the thoughtful 
brow of Anna, the gloom which too often 
clouded her charming face, by tempting 
her to make frequent excurſions to town, 
to purchaſe cloaths, and other appendages 
requiſite to her approaching entrance into 
the great world. 

Mr. Mordant, the ſecond day after his 
| Sine ſent to requeſt they would give 
their approbation of a houſe he had feen in 
St. James's-Square, which, as they were ex- 
tremely pleaſed with it, he purchaſed, and 
accounted for Lady Edwin's filence, as he 
ſaid he knew ſome diſagreeable occurrences 
had happened in the family, which entirely 
took up her attention, and adviſed his 
niece, for the preſent, to avoid going to 
Groſvenor: Square. 

A few weeks paſſed in preparations for 
her reception at her own houſe, and in the 
mean while the letters which follow were 


received at Layton. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXVI. 
Correſpondents. 


« To RoBERT BENTLY, Eſq. 
6c SIR, 


us << I HAVE deferred writing from day 
3 e to day, expecting to be able to tel] you 
of the formal renunciation, Lady Edwin 
9 ce inſiſted on from her children of the Tre- 
vannion eſtate; Mr. Edwin, as well as his 
( ſiſter, refuſed to gratify her; indeed, 
AM « were it not for the lovely Anna, the 
long · boaſted dignity of that ancient fa- 
IF © mily would wear a very unfavourable 
mM « aſpect; Mr. Edwin has, in leſs than 
X © twelve months, run out forty thouſand 
pounds, moſt part at the gaming: table; 
7 and his lady, I am ſorry to ſay, has not 
been more careful of her character, than 
he of his money, and is likewiſe extra- 
wvagance and folly itſelf, Miſs Edwin 
is removed io her father's houſe ; a man, 
who calls himſelf a colonel in the Ruſ- 
NR 5 « fian 
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ſian ſervice, had publicly addreſſed her, 7 


but finding the fixty thouſand pounds, 1 
to which the younger child or children 


were entitled by her mother's marriage 


ſettlement, was on condition only of the 
cc 


Trevannion eſtate not being claimed, 
abandoned his conqueſt, and has, to her 
infinite mortification, left the kingdom; 
they are now, I believe, concluding a 
match for her in their own family. 
Lady Edwin chooſes to ſay little, but ! 
can perceive ſhe is extremely affected. 
Mr. Edwin and his lady are the moſt 


faſhionable pair in London. I ſhall not 


loſe a moment in. my dear niece's affairs ; 
her houſe. will be very ſoon ready for her 
reception, as will ours for us; it is in 
the firſt adjoining ſtreet. The damaſk 'F 
you ſent is ſuperb, and the glaſſes 3 


eſteemed the moſt elegant in the king- 


dom. Lady Edwin, with her two 
daughters, paſſing by this morning, I 
aſked her to look in; Mrs. Edwin and 
Cecilia followed, but never did aſtoniſh- 
ment put on ſo unamiable an appear- 

« ance; 
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Eq 


ance; the things were only too rich 
and too elegant for a Ducheſs ; when I 
told them of your preſents, they ſet you 
down as the intended lover of the 
poung heireſs, and ungraciouſly flounced 
. 1 
3 “So you ſee, Sir, if there had been a 
7 * poſſibility of diſputing my niece's right, 
it would have been done. How lucky 
1 © it is the diſcovery was made in Lady 
„ Edwin's life-time, 
trouble you, Sir, with my belt affec- 
tions to my dear niece, and compliments 
to Mrs, Wellers, 
bb . Your's, &c. &c. 

© J. MokpAx r.“ 


* Lay * 


* 


To Lady ANN TREVANNION, 


* My DearesrT Warn, 

% THE eager deſire of vindicating 
your character carried me, inſenſible of 
fatigue, to Melmoth Lodge on the eve 
of the ſecond day after 1 parted with 


you; but on entering the avenue, I was 
% ſurprized 


oy 
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don, a journey here would be fruitleſs; | 


the poſt to write, what a ſudden attack 


| 7 1 
4 
9 928 


ſurprized by the entire change of the 
appearance of every ching about the E 
houſe ; the graſs was growing over the 
court-yard; the locks of the gate oi 
ruſty, that it was impoſſible to open F c 
them for the admiſſion of my chaiſe; + fe: 
clean old woman informed me, the 

ſquire was abroad with his lady 0. 
family, where he had been five years, . 
I then returned to the inn, very much 
regretting the impetuoſity of my nature, J. : 
which the efforts of reaſon have not yet 'F 
been able to correct; for had it not been 1 
for that charaQeriſtic of our country, I 1 
might have learnt, by inquiring in . 


pc 


however, as I have the opportunity of 
of the gout will for ſome days, at leaſt, © LN 
put it out, of my power to tell. you of 1 
the ſamily in which you ſpent your early 


years, I make uſe of it. | 


« The landlady of the inn, where I no- 
am, immediately recollected me, and in- 4 
formed me her name is Steward; that 

ce ſhe 4 


"8 ö 
* 2" 
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he 1 ie ſhe lived firſt nurſery-maid to you, and 
be gc after in the ſame capacity to Mrs. Mel- 
be g moth's children; ſhe perfectly remem- 
vl 1 F« bered your departure from the Lodge, 
en 7 e and ſaid, ſome diſputes occaſioned Co- 
1 Je: lonel Gorget, to leave it the fame even- 
tel 2 a ing, and very ſoon the French governeſs 
"| was likewiſe diſcharged ; ſhe ſaid that 
3 « Mrs. Melmoth's beſt point and Mecklin 
he ruffles being miſſed immediately after 
Ee, 4 your departure, Mademoiſelle Fragan 
; had the addreſs to perſuade Mrs. Mel- 
* moth you was the thief, and Mrs. 
1 © Alhby's family not only credited but 
patronized her at the deſire of the Co- 
f F lonel; that the *ſquire never would be- 
F< lieve it, though, as he was at that time 
ck F< trying to reconcile himſelf to the Colo- 
* nel, he didenot publicly ſay fo at firſt, 
5 but finding him not again to be won 
"7 to his intereſt, he made no ſcruple of 
* charging him with meanly plotting with 
8 the French woman to ruin an innocent 
= girl, and that ſoon after he fold off all 
1 his ſtock here, put the eſtate to nurſe, 
« and 


* 
21 
"os 
25 


« and retired to France, or ſome foreign £ 


country; for her part, being engaged to 9 | 


< her preſent huſband, who was coachman || A 
to Mr. Melmoth, they choſe to have à 4 E 
* being of their own, and have kept this "M ; 
little inn ſince that time. She ſays, Mrs. . 
* Melmoth's family is increaſed ſince they 7 
* have been abroad. When I told this. 
good creature, which in the pride of my. 
** heart I did, your preſent ſituation, ſhe =. 
« was joyful indeed. You, iy dear Anna, . 
(you have commanded me ſtill to ad-. 
6 dreſs you by that epithet,) will not, 1. 

«truſt, be the only perſon who feels not 
« happineſs at ſuch a chain of providen- ; 
e tial diſcoveries, I pray to God, I may Fe 
not in mine forget, what as a forvahe of 
4 the moſt High, becomes, my dear child, . 
“your affectionate, . 
* and devoted, = 

„ Daviv MAxs ET.“ 
Theſe letters were followed by one from ; 
Lady Edwin, which I likewiſe tranſcribe. . 
ce Ny «© 
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<< My Dear Nizce, 

= < MY filence, and not ſeeing you at 
# % your good Mrs. Weller's, mult, I fear, 
W<* have given you reaſon to doubt the 
5 warm affection I am proud of bearing 
you; my family, my dear, is wholly di- 
W <* vided; no unity, no peace, and leſs af- 
(fection ſubſiſts among us. My ſon, who 
2 * is eadowed with talents to render him 
(an ornament to his country, devotes his 
fortune to ſharpers, and his inclinations 
We < to the moſt abandoned part of the crea- 
; tion. 
= <© Mrs. Edwin, if ſhe has preſerved her 
W © honour, has been ſo exceeding careleſs 
« of her reputation, that ſhe has no admit- 
„ tance in the circles where I can have a 
; chance of ſeeing ker; and ſhe has not 
= thought 1t neceſſary to pay me - more 
chan one viſit. 

Y * Cecilia; oh, Anna! I muſt ſay no- 
* thing of her; had it not been diſcover- 
ed that the independency my ſettle- 
ment gave her, in caſe you had not been 
Ks 10 happily in exiſtence, was now of no 


65 effect. 


<« effect /ſhe W 


ce wife to an 
e ther ix 
waz introduced by a perſon who, they 


Ia have lick by this time 
riſh fortune-hunter of nei- 


* ſay, is a foreign nobleman, but whoſe il 
* choice of an aſſociate renders his own A 
«© character doubtful; we have removed j 
<« her from her brother's, but we have ſo 
< little weight with, or authority over her, 9 
< that, as we could not prevail on her to pay 1 


ny 
5 ; 

* 

. : 


1 


| 
8 


, family, or character. He | 1 


3 


* you proper reſpect, and we choſe not to a 


ce truſt her out of our Own. protec- 4 
- 66 tion, we could not, with propriety, i 
6. give you the invitation we longed to N. 


« do. | 
« Mr. Mordant is indefatigable about 


« your houſe; my ſiſter Herbert, and her 
de meek Patty, will ſoon be in town; to | 
«© her, and her only, dare I now conſign 
© my daughter. The counſel.go on with 
« your affairs, as they ſay, very faſt; but 


their expedition does not keep pace with 
« my wiſhes; I long to ſee you in poſſeſ- 
« ſion of your right, and Jour: uncle de- 

„ clares, 
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e | c | cloak he has a capital of thirty ne 
| pounds to pay you. 

Receive my congratulations, my dear, 
; and be affured, 1am thankful to heaven 
E that the honour and virtues of my an- 
ceſtors are adorned by ſuch a repreſenta- 
d . * tive, Sir William Joins in every kind 
o 1 © remembrance. 


, _ «© Your affectionate Aunt, 
y „ CEciLla EpwWIX.“ 


0 7 By this letter Anna was informed of the 
9 L entiments of the young Edwins towards 
y, Mer, and as ſhe had no wiſh to exult at Ce- 
to eilia's expence on the change in her for- 
ene, ſhe coincided with her Aunt's opi- 
at Myion, that it was moſt eligible to ſtay where 
er he was, till her own houſe was ready. 
to ff Mean while the preparations for her 
zn lplendid entrée into life filled the village 
th with its luſtre: but the caſe was now dif- 
ut {Werent ; that affected look of modeſty, which 
th was fo viſibly a mark of the undaunted 
{- Wront of immorality, was changed into the 
e- {W'ccteſt delicacy; her face, which. aſto- 
'S, Fiſhed the women how any man could like, 
became 


3 | 
n 


3 W A 
beam” the Venneiful index of an accom. 
pliſhed wind; and thoſe ladies whoſe nick L 3 
fortune it was they could not walk out| 1 | 
without having their delicacy ſhocked — 
the ſight of a young woman, (who, if neff 
had been all their candour ſuſpected, cer. b | 
tainly wilfully offended nobody,) now bad | 
a ſufficient cauſe for exultation if they pal. 
ed in the way of the ſlighteſt civility from | 
Lady Ann Trevannion. 7 | | 
Alike amiable in proſperity as adver- $ 
faty, was our heroine; but grievous as the 1 j 
obſervation 1s, 4t 1s nevertheleſs true, with 
the ſame ſentiment, perſon, and manners, 
ſhe, who was in poverty and eee q 
charged with almoſt every vice, and unfit 
for ſociety, became an example to the wo- 
men and the admiration of the men. q 
Mr. Mordant having coinpleted het 4 | 
houſe, and prepared every thing for her re- 
ception, came down in her own coach, I 
with her heireſs lozenge, to fetch her; be- 
fore they left the hill, he deſired to have 
ſome private converſation with his niece. 
CHAP | 
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CHAP. LXXVII. 


The Britiſh Merchant. 


; LW wo Mr. Mordant and Anna were 
1 alone, he expreſſed his happineſs of having 
1 | his wiſhes accompliſhed, in leaving her in 
poſſeſſion of her right. I have, my dear, 
m J {aid he, a large ſum to account with you 
Y for: and perceiving in the countenance of 
er. his niece, ever ſtrongly expreſſive of the 
be emotions of her mind, a repugnance to 
ich hear of her having any claims on him, af- 
8, 4 fectionately putting his hand on her mouth, 
ce, I muſt ſtop, my dear,” ſaid he, © thoſe 
nfit 3 | effuſions of a noble heart; although not a 
vo- Trevannion, I am a proud Briton; Lady 
Cecilia Edwin cannot be more anxious to 
her 4 | preſerve he honour of her noble blood, 
re- 1 more tenacious of its Gignity, or value it 
ich, higher, than I do the title of 2 Britiſh 
be- Merchant. Inflexible integrity, induſtry 
ave without parſimony, hoſpitality without extra- 
i | Vagance, a noble confidence in the ſpirit of 
IV. D commerce, 
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commerce, and above all, rectitude of | 


heart and probity | in dealings, „are the marks | J 
which always ſhould, and in general do, 2 


diſtinguiſh our reſpectable body. 


« You, Lady Ann, are nobly deſcended | 


on your father's ſide, your mother's will 
not diſgrace you you muſt not affront a 
merchant by interrupting him in an act of 
common honeſty ; the money is your juſt 
right; I am too rich and too proud to ac- 
cept the property of another; the upright- 


neſs of my dealings have rendered them 


proſperous. My ſon” —he pauſed—and 
looking in the bluſhing face of Anna, — I 
ſee you anticipate what I am going to ſay, 
but it is neceflary you ſhould know why 
he has left the ane without ſeeing 
you.“ 


gone!“ exclaimed Anna. 
Mr. Mordant proceeded—*< when firſt, 


at Sir William Edwin's, his young and 
guileleſs heart became enamoured of you, 


and made propoſals to marry and take you 


& Good heavens, is my couſin then 
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to Jamaica with him, he but made uſe of 


the 
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I the privilege he received from me, to 
| | chuſe for himſelf, previous to his leaving 
4 | England; I laid no reſtrictions on him, 
2 | but with reſpect to the character and edu- 
cation of the object of his choice; my cor- 
reſpondent here had indeed directions to 
be particular on that head; but in point 
of ſettlement, I gave them their own lati- 
& tude according to the merit of the lady. 
3 | Rejected by you, on his return home, when 
. I | I met him at the Madeiras, I found his 
4 heart ſtill oppreſſed with the weight of his 
[ XX firſt diſappointment; fondly anxious for 
his happineſs, and hearing the dependent 
ſituation of the perſon he loved, I flattered 
mylelf, I might yet prevail on her to con- 
ſent to the happineſs: of a youth, who, in 
my partial eye, deſerved every thing; it 
was long fince 1 had embraced my boy; 
t 1 and as 4 could not prevail upon myſelf to 
F 2 | Part with him ſo ſoon as the different voy- 

= ages we were engaged in rtequired, I 
brought him back, fully determined to 
of 1 omit nothing on my pait that could con- 
ne | ute to his peace. “ The diſcovery of 
_ ; D 2 your 


n 
4 * 2 2h 
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your rank was a fatal blow to our plan: 
ſanguine, as youth generally are, he fool- 
 1ſhly flattered himſelf with the contrary ; 
he hoped—but why do I repeat what was 
an inſult on the character of his father 
which nothing but the violence of his paſ- 
ſion and want of experience can palliate 
or excuſe; his attachment, his love, in- 
creaſing too rapidly for prudence or rea- 
ſon to guide, I have ſent him away; I felt 
his ſorrow— but time will meliorate the 
tranſparts of youth and paſſion, and he 
will yet chank his father for not taking the 
advantage of —ſituation, to be a villain.“ 
The admiration of Anna equalled her 
gratitude; thoſe ſentiments fo nobly con- 
ſiſtent with the character he had before 
drawn, and thoſe actions of probity and 
honour, filed her with painful pleaſure, 
which deprived her of ſpeech—he went 
on— „„ OT 
« If, when his offers were of importance 
£0 your ſubſiſtence, you could with firm- 
neſs reject them, was it likely they ſhould 
now be accepted? Yes, Anna, dear, amiable 
girl, 
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girl, image of thy beloved mother, I Know 
thy ſoul; a falſe fenfe of honour, the ſa- 
cred impulſe of gratitude, would have in- 
duced you to give happineſs, where, for 
want of a parity of inclination, you could 
not have received it; I ſhould have been 
diſgraced in my ſon's advancement, and mi- 
ſerable in the reproaches of my own heart. 

Pardon me, Anna, for thus affecting 
you; ſome apology for your couſin was 
neceſſary, and none ſo proper for the oc- 
caſion, or ſo agreeable to my principles 
as truth; you bave now my indiſpenſable 
reaſons for returning ſoon to Jamaica, al- 
though my ultimate wiſh is to ſettle in my 
native country; but the tim» when, de- 
pends on two things—my ſon's peace— 
and your marriage. Perhaps, ſaid he; 
ſmiling, that conſideration might be of 
lome ſervice to the happy man of your 
choice, whoſe being ſo will be to me his 
higheſt recommendation. 

Mr. Bently is your warm friend; he 
is the nobleſt work of heaven, an honeſt 
man; conſult him on points of judgment, 
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and let your aunt be your guide in point 
of family; her pride has a laudable founda- | 


tion. It is neceſſary, for the good of the 
common weal, that ſubordination ſhould 
be kept up; there may be ſome excep- 
tions; but there is in general that in noble 
blood which commands reſpect, and thoſe 
marriages are moſt happy that are neareſt 
equality. As to wealth, you have enough 
for both;“ and then tenderly embracing 
her, he left her, to prepare for their little 
Journey. 

Mrs | Wellers, on \ entering, found Anna 
in tears, and inquired-with great anxiety 
the cauſe, which our heroine repeated with 
a mixture of delight and affection; and 
both ladies did ample juſtice to the prin- 
ciples of the Britith Merchant. 
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CHAP. LXXVIIL 


A F aſhionable Entree. 


» 


" 


FR. time was now arrived, a Anna 


9 | was to be introduced into what is called 
MN life; ſenſible, accompliſhed, beautiful, 
rich, and nobly born, were it poſſible ſhe. 
1 dould be leſs than the rage? Her jewels 
IF vere ſuperb, her houſe elegant, equipage 
4 ſplendid, and furniture in the higheſt taſte; 
in her domeſtic eſtabliſhment, happineſs 
and decorum were more conſulted than 
5 ſhew or grandeur, although there appeared 
no deficiency in the latter,” Mrs. Wellers 
vas fo obliging as to make her home with 
1 her; Mrs. Clarke was her houſekeeper, 
XX whoſe daughter ſhe permitted to live as aſ- 
IT fiſtant to her mother; Polly Dalton was her 
2X woman, and her other domeſtics were ſober 
'F and orderly. 


Sir William and Lady Edwin went to 


| her houſe the moment ſhe arrived; his 
W honeſt difintereſted ſoul felt not a thought 


D 4 . 


MR 
: 


of diſpleaſure towards Anna; though we 
will not pretend to ſay, he would not have 


children; notwithſtanding his diſfipation, 


tutional law, ſuch intelligent wiſdom, and 
ſuch ſound judgment, as aſtoniſhed the 


fon be remembered, by ſuch a father ? no, 


the Trevannion eſtate, and more liberally 


neſs, which little minds often miſtake for 
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been as well pleaſed to have retained the 
acres ; he, as I have ſaid, fondly loved his 


he gloried in his ſon ; that young man was 
a phenomenon ; he had made a ſpeech 
againſt the miniſter the day before, that 
laſted two hours and a half, in which he 
diſplayed ſuch a knowledge of the conſti- 


houſe, though he had not been in bed two 
nights before; could the faults of ſach a 


it was for him and him only, he regretted 


than ever ſupplied his extravagance. 

The Thurſday following, Lady Anna 
was introduced at court by Lady Edwin; 
and here, though ſuperior to the ſheepiſh- 


modeſty, ſhe felt herſelf awed and abaſhed; 
and at the ae the e entered the 
ks Cirele, 
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circle, her trembling limbs at firſt refuſed 


their office. 
But when ſhe ted to look up, when 


ſhe met the mild and gracious eye of the 


= beſt, as well as firſt of women; when the 


benevolence which ſhot its beams from her 


| countenance reaſſured her, ſhe was ſenſible 
| only to thoſe feelings a loyal heart, and 
| none but ſuch, can deſcribe. Who, in- 
deed, ever felt in that auguſt preſence, but 
þ , that reſpe& and awe were blended with 
2X love and admiration ? 


And here only it was that her grace, 


beauty, and modeſty, could be eclipſed. 


Pride of the Britiſh nation, beauteous 


ZZ bloſſoms of a court, by your preſence ren 
dered the brighteſt in the known world, 
into whatever clime, by the policy of na- 
JF tions, ye are tranſplanted, if the bleſſings 
1 and prayers of a people, whoſe riſing hopes 
Poe are, be anſwered, you will experience 
he peace and proſperity ſo ſacredly pro- 
; miſed to the children of the righteous, and 
1 o amply merited by the graces. of your 
on lovely forms, and the innate virtues 
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Rored to the dignity of her blood. 


and her porter's roll was too voluminous 


ny 
9 


of your ſouls! yet will the tears of ſenſi. | 2 J 


bility drop over the unavoidable pare, | 4 


tion, and regret follow the parting ſteps of 

the children of our beloved ſovereign. 
The buz of, who is that! charming ⁶ 

creature | what is ſhe !“ together with a 


| ſome anecdotes of Anna's hiſtory that had 


tranſpired, rendered her perſon, dreſs, 
words, and even looks, objects of curiofity 


and attention; her beauty became the to- 


pic of converſation among the men, as her 
dreſs did among the women. Compliments 
and congratulations flowed from every 


tongue; and the eye of Majeſty gliſtened i 


at the ſight of a young orphan, thus re- 
Her doors were thronged with viſitors, | 5 | 


for her own inſpection. She appeared at the 3 
opera: ſhe had been ſeen there before, 
when a few of the ornaments of Fop's alley b 1 
had beſtowed from their dear ſelves fo much . 
attention as to ſwear, ſhe was a deviliſh fine 1 
girl, a good piece, a charming creature; * 


they had done more, they had even a ed 0 


I 
be 
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A | who ſhe was? but that was the laſt ſtretch 
I of expiring curioſity ; a poor Welch parſon's. 
2 daughter, a companion to an old woman | 
WW horrid, contemptible, how could the pretty 
| bg be drawn 1n » beſtow a moment on 
ſuch an object? She attended Lady Edwin 
to that ſeat of elegance over and over after, 
without exciting a ſingle glance: in this 
q 1 indeed, ſhe had the comfort of 
7 ſeeing almoſt every fine woman included, 
choſe of a certain deſcription only except- 
1 ed; the beaus of the preſent age are not 
1 very famous for their attention to modeſt 
4 5 woman nor indeed any women at all. 
Mod her entrance into her box was ho- 
noured by the general notice of the audi- 
| ence ; the men all loſt their hearts, and the 
3 ladies were moſt of them her very dear 
4 friends: in fine, the lovely young Neite 
was the falhion. 
ley | 9 But in thoſe ſcenes of ſhew, pleaſure, 
uch and ceremony, which daily increaſed in their 
demands on her time, ſhe neglected not her 
riends, nor were the claims of diſtreſs for- 
Norten; ; the firſt part of the day, ſhe ſaid, 
D 6 Was 
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was her own, the remainder the world's; 


and her real ideas of the duties of huma- 
nity, and the calls of the unfortunate on 
her affluence and power, were too potent 


to ſuffer mere form or diſſipation to de- 
pri ve her of- the ſecret approbation of her 
own heart. | | 4 
In ſpite of whatever ws; faſhion, and 1 

example could urge, though an enthuſiaſt 3 


in muſic, Anna preferred weeping wit! 
Siddons, or ſmiling with Abington, to the 
hearing an effeminate being in an Italian . 
opera trill out woes, it was impoſſible i: n 


could have a natural idea of. 


Another very unfaſhionable and ridicu- a 


lous cuſtom ſhe obſtinately adhered to, 
which was that of ſatisfying her mind with 


one entertainment in one evening, and re- 1 
turning home when it was ended. Dancing 
was her favourite diverſion, and might per- 
haps, ſometimes, have carried her to the 


midnight hour, had her ſpirits been ſuch 3 
as would ſuffer her to partake of it. 1 
Mr. Manſel returned from Somerſet- 23 


ſhire, after a month's confinement, but was | 1 
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bot ſuffered by lady Ann to go to Wales; 
Win the ſummer ſhe promiſed to pay her laſt 
” . Ea to the remains of her dear friend at 
FJ landore, ro whoſe memory ſhe cauſed a 
1 black marble monument to be erected over 
the ſpot where her beloved governeſs was 
3 Poried: ſhe had likewiſe made ſtrict, but 
4 Ffruitleſs 1 inquiry, for the place where the 
L V of her father had been interred, and 
; 9 given orders to erect a magnificent mauſo- 
9 eum at Trevannion chapel, in commemo- 
4 ration of his death and misfortunes ; ſhe 
3 made Mr. Manſel her domeſtic chaplain, 
3 and the guide of her actions; her uncle 
and Mr. Bently had a houſe between 
them; the latter growing more attached to 
2 heroine the longer he knew her; he 
1 as her almoner and her partner in every 
Charitable donation. 

Lady Edwin was her conſtant viſitor, 
! Fo ſo good as to excuſe her punctual re- 
turn, on account of Cecilia, whoſe rancour 
I as out of all bounds ; Mr. and Mrs. Ed- 
vin ſeldom came in her way, as her inter- 
4 fcourſe was wholly among the amiable of 
one ſex, and the moral of the other. 
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CHAP. LXXIX. 


Proves that Riches will not do every Thing. 1 


3 town eſtabliſhment being com. |, 
pleted, the many offers of marriage, which 1 
were rejected as ſoon as made, ſerved only 
to convince her of the wedded ſtate of her 
heart, which no change i in life was able to A 


of which ſhe entertained no a fixed 1 
her reſolutions as to matrimony. 1 

While Herbert lived, ſhe had not pre. 4 
ſumed to indulge a hope of being united ol YL 
him, though ſhe flattered herſelf ſhe might 4 
cheriſh in her ſecret thoughts the uncon- Why 
querable affection ſhe bore him, without 2 5 
injury to the happy woman who was deſi 1 R 
tined to ſhare his heart and bear his name. 1 
All he ſaid, or did, was, in her partial oe 1 „ 
the ſtandard of perfection; with him ima- | | | 1 
gination reſted, and with him hope died, ch 
and fill her hours of retirement were de- p- 
voted a0 the fond remembrance of ſome ot 
other 
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k JL ther of the ſcenes ſhe had paſſed in his 


Jociety; ſhe was amuſing herfelf in a me- 
ancholy revival of paſt happineſs, when 
5 F Mrs. and Miſs Herbert were announced. 
. Agitated by her own hopeleſs thoughts, 
er face pale as death, with the deplorable 
mpreſſions of grief and deſpair on her 
mind, ſhe very much diſappointed thoſe 
adies, who expected to ſee the change in 
I er fortune marked by the life and gaiety 
pf her deportment. ; 
1 Patty took her paſſive hand, and con- 
4 gratulated her on the happy diſcovery of 
& er rank; Mrs. Herbert ſaid all that true 
benevolence could dictate on the ſtate of 
1 er affairs; the ſable hue of their dreſs 
Vent to the ſoul of Anna; it was ſome mo- 
ments before her ſenſations would ſuffer her 
1 to articulate, and even then the power of 
J 1 | ſpeech Was preceded by a ſhower of tears; 
hen this was ſubſided, ſhe returned, 
the moſt graceful and endearing manner, 
che civilities of her friends, recollected the 
. goodneſs of Mrs. Herbert with grate- 
ful acknowledgments, and her heart re- 
claimed 
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claimed its alliance with Patty; ſhe order. 
ed herſelf to be denied to every body, and | 
enjoyed, in the unreftrained ſociety of her 
old friends, the real advantage of wealth 
and independence ; ſhe blamed herſelf for 1 
not writing to them; but yet, ſaid ſhe, in 
a trembling voice, not able with all her 
efforts to reſtrain her tears as ſhe glanced | 
ber charming eyes over their mourning— 


what could I ſay? 


Mrs. Herbert, much calmer in her grief 
than Anna expected, anſwered only by a 


deep ſigh at this hint; and Patty's eyes 
filled, but, as if glad to be relieved from 
the painful ſubject, made no anſwer, and 


the converſation was ſtopped, till reſumed MF” 


by Mrs. Herbert's apologiſing, in her turn, 
for her filence, by aſſuring her, however | 
unaccountable it might ſeem, Lady Ed- 


win, when ſhe informed them of her bro- 
ther's heireſs being found, dropped no hint 
it was their dear Anna. 


* And Mr. Wilkinſon, ”” interrupted 


Patty with glowing cheeks, ©* does not know 
* wn” They then m"_ to talk of Llan- 


dore; : 
2 
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5 dote; Mrs. Herbert ſpoke bighty of Mr. 
Wilkinſon, and expreſſed. herſelf under 
3 great obligation to the goodneſs of his 
heart; his piaiſes were re- echoed by Patty, 
with a warmth both of ſpeech and colour 
Anna could not help obſerving. 
Mrs. Herbert declined ſtaying the even- 
ing, having engaged to return to Groſve- 
Wnor-{quare early; but ſhe permitted her 
Wdaughter to ſtay, as they were to quit town 
Neery ſoon, and the young ladies were | 
Wanxious to paſs as much time as their en- 
Weagements would allow together. 
When alone, theſe amiable women again 
embraced, and unboſomed themſelves to 
each other. | 
Patty accounted for the manner in which 
Anna had been diſcarded from Groſvenor- 
quare, and how her note had fallen into 
Miſs Edwin's hand, whoſe unkindneſs to 
Anna was but the counterpait of what ſhe 
Pad herſelf experienced from her; ſhe 
however hoped, when they were married, 
Per brother would have influence enough 
o induce her to leave her London manners 


behind 
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behind her, when they went to Wales, e 
She was proceeding— _ er 
Jour brother! ſaid Anna, with even e 
mark of aftoniſhment ; ** 1s your n : 
then alive ?” 1 
« Alive!” anſwered Patty, ſmiling; 
«why what can poſſibly induce you to 
| aſk? yes, thank God,“ | | 
« For whom then, ” faid Anna, ©* do : . 
you wear ſuch deep mourning ?” ? 
Oh,“ returned Miſs Herbert,“ I have 
not yet told you half the ſorrows we have 
known fince 1 ſaw you ; my poor papa 
but J muſt tell you all, and how charming 
your old lover Wilkinſon has behaved 
to us.” She then in her ingenuous, art- ec 
leſs manner, related the arreſt of her fa-i el 
ther, the accident to Tyrrel, Collet's good. = 
nature, and Charles's exile, | ; 
The agitation, the hopes, fears, and ex- 
pectations of our heroine, during this rela- 
tion, cannot be deſcribed ; but her mind. 
was in the end ſettled with reſpect to young 
Herbert, by the concluſion of the narrative. f 


66: Weng ſaid Patty, 17 aunt found 
WE | het 


* 


er brothet's lawful heireſs appeared, ſhe 
vrote to mamma, and I believe, if the truth 
ery ere known, communicated ſome impru- 
her Went conduct of my couſin's; but at the 

Mme time told her, Cicilia ſtill avowed her 


ng; partiality for my brother, and therefore, 
to] Is ſhe would yer be a great fortune, which 
Iny aunt dreaded might ſubje& her to the 
do] Wcſigns. of bad people; and as fo great a 
iſmemberment of the eſtate would pre- 
are dent Sir William providing for Charles in 
Whe manner he had propoſed, ſhe conjured 


avel | 
hamma to forward the marriage they always 


ing] ntended ſhould take place, which, with 
ved Freat reluctance, ſhe undertook ; what paſ- 
\rt. Ned between her and my brother, I can't 

Il; but he has agreed to oblige her, and 


fa. 7 C 
e are come to town to meet him. We 


od- ; | | 
Jo to Dennis Place en famille; they pro- 


ex. Poſe the wedding to be celebrated imme- 


ela. Niately on our arrrival there.“ 
This concluſion gave Anna a flow of 


ind 
ung alſe ſpirits ; her pride aſſiſted her to con- 


Neal from the ſiſter her fond, and as ſhe 


hen eſteemed it, weak attachment to the 
brother ; 


ive. 
and L 
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brother; her exertions to entertain hel 
friend the remainder of the evening wen 
uncommonly vivacious; and ſtrength «| 
mind did that for her, which art nevet 
could; it gave her the appearance of ealz} 
when her heart was burſting, 
Patty regretted very much, - decency} 
would oblige her to return with the hymeM 
neal party to Dennis place; ſhe promiled 
to be a punctual correſpondent, and pay i 
viſit to Anna as ſoon as ſhe could get offy 
Mr, Mordant attended her home, and ref 
turned with the news of Mr, Herbert's at 
rival in Groſvenor-ſquare. 
Mr, Manſel, who was preſent, ſaw all hy 
former ſuſpicions of Anna's attachment i: 
young Herbert confirmed in her true-ſpeak 
ing countenance at this information, buf 
ſuffered not a thought to eſcape him; ſh 
preſently retired to her apartment, and 
diſmiſſing her woman, threw herſelf, almoli 
ſuffocated with grief, and gaſping to 
breath, on the ſopha. 
Alive! is then Charles Herbert alive 
00 does he then yet exiſt? and can it be: 
«« reſtore 


C | 
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© reſtored from death, he lives, indeed, but 
to what end? and is he at laſt to marry 
Miſs Edwin ?—poor young man! had he 
not been happier wedded to his grave? 
then pauſing—not his own choice 
neither that might have led him—but 
F gratitude—Oh, what a ſubſtitute for 
love! how indelicate muſt be the mind 
that can accept it !—how ill paired will 
theirs be! yet, why do I fay fo! what 
right bavel to ſuppoſe their attachment 
is not mutual? would he elſe have 
entered with ſuch alacrity into their 
F ſcheme! Ah! no—why then do ! ſuffer 
a hopeleſs, unrequited paſſion thus to 
afflict me, to embitter my moments, and 
render me wretched in the midſt of en- 
joyments? Oh, why does memory, too 
faithful to my ſorrows, for ever remind 
me of his perfections? but I have long 
reſolved never to marry; and will it be 
a greater crime to love, to adore him, 
when I have it ſo amply in my power to 
ſerve, than when poor and deſtitute, I 
had but my prayers to give him? let me 
ce hope 
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her fallen eyes ſhewed her attentive, and 


don to ſicken your whimſical ladyſhip you 


many old men in my train for, but tl 


* hope not—let him then marry Cecilia; 
“ his children will, perhaps, inherit ny 
ce eſtate; I will, at all events, be a ſiſter] 
&« a faithful friend to him.” With thok 
ideas, ſhe flattered herſelf ſhe had compoſe 
her mind; but ſleep again forſook her, and 


watchful friends how ill ſhe had reſted. 

Anxious to fly from herſelf, when the 
newſpaper, in which were announced th 
arrivals at Bath, was brought her, a ſud 
den hope, by change of place, to procurf 
the tranquillity ſhe could not expect, wherſ 
the Edwins, and their concerns, muſt come 
to her ears, ſhe propoſed an excurſion to 
Bath ;—ſhe was ſick of London—Woul 
Mrs. Wellers go ?—*<* Hey day!“ cried Mi 
Bently, © and pray what is there in Lon 


will not find in Bath?“ “ Well,” anſwerey 
ſhe, affecting gaiety, I am determined 
to try your gallantry ; what do I keep { 


exhibit their folly in following me; unck 
will you go?“ 


cc Ag ; 
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« Are you ſerious ?” he anſwered. 

She aſſured him ſhe was; and Mrs. 
Wellers declaring it was the only ſcheme 
Min the world ſhe ſhould like, if it were 
agreeable to Mr, Wellers, he was conſulted, 


and every thing ſettled for an excurſion to 
Bath. 


tha; 


CHAP. LXXX. 


The Journey poſtponed. 


Ax NA, always quick in her ideas, and 
rapid in putting into execution reſolutions 
once formed, and willing to avoid Mr. 
Herbert and Cecilia, they were on the point 
of ſetting out for Bath, when a meſſenger 
came to beg Lady Ann's preſence in Groſ- 
Fvenor-ſquare. | 
S She had ſeveral times been at Lady Ed- 
win's public and private parties; in the firſt, 
EMiſs Edwin did not at preſent appear, and 
in the laſt ſhe had not ever choſen to mix I 
but 
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but the hurry of this ſummons alarmed her, 


and her alarm was increaſed by Mr. Mor. c 
dant's ſervant bringing the news of a duel, IM © 
and intrigue, which, though no names were . 
mentioned, plainly pointed at young Ed- 7 
win and his lady. The carriages, which 0 
were drawing up at the inſtant Lady Edwin 
ſervant arrived, were now ordered to put 
up, as the journey muſt be unavoidably a 
Poſtponed, at leaſt a few hours, and Anna 
went in her's to Groſyenor-ſquare. 1 
She alighted; the ſervant was followed 
by Mr. Herbert; but oh, how changed p 
his fine face, where light-hearted joy was 
wont to dwell, overſpread with grief, and a 
wan with care, his eyes yet charming, re- Ki 
treated from her earneſt and inquiring - 
looks ; deep ſighs rent his boſom ; his hand - 
trembled almoſt to convulſion as he led 
her, ſtill turning from her his averted eyes Y 
to Lady Edwin's dreſſing-room, where a _ 
ſcene preſented itſelf, which beggars. all 5 
deſcription. | 8 
Mrs. Edwin, in a gay maſquerade habit, « 
pale as aſhes, and weeping, was leaning on lie 


Cecilia; 
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Cecilia; Lady Edwin, on a ſopha, juſt re- 
covering from an hyſteric fit; Mrs. Her- 
bert vainly endeavouring to comfort them. 
The moment Lady Anna entered the room, 
they all ſeemed to feel their grief renewed. 

Oh, Anna! ſaid Lady Edwin, my fon, 
my dear Hugh, is no more! and what is 
worſe, he has embrued his hands in blood; 
he is not only murdered, but is himſelf a 
murderer ! | 

Anna, ſhuddered at this dreadful ac- 
count given in broken intervals of grief, 
amid the groans of the whole family ; ſhe 
could adminiſter no conſolation; her ſpi- 
rits low when ſhe left her own houſe, and 
weakened at the fight of Herbert, were 
now too. much overpowered to be ſupport- 
ed; ſhe fainted away. 

On her recovery, ſhe found Mrs. Her- 
bert, and Patty, were only remaining of 
the diſtreſſed group, ſhe ſaw on her firſt 
coming ; her eyes vainly explored the 
room; the object in which they delighted 
was no longer ſeen ; ſhe could hardly be- 
lieve but what had paſſed was an illuſion of 
Vol. IV. E 
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ber ſenſes, that the had not ſeen Herbert : 
at all. 

Mrs. Herbert, as ſhe recovered, inform- 
ed her of the fatal event which ſo diſtreſſed 
them ; ſhe ſaid, Mrs. Edwin drove there 
about nine, habited as ſhe had ſeen, and in 
a ſtate of terror and diſtreſs bordering on 
diſtraction, ſhe told them ſhe went laſt night 
in a party to the Hay-Market, and by ſome 
accident miſſed the lady who was her com- 
panion; but ſuppoſing ſhe could not fail of 
meeting her again, ſhe danced with a gen- | 
tleman, Count Maxwell, who was of their | 
party, till day-light ; not, however, meet- 
ing again her friend, and the rooms being 
clearing, they went to the houſe of the la- 
dy they had loſt; finding, to their ſurprize, 
ſhe was not come home, they agreed to have 
ſome coffee, and wait her return; but tired 
and fatigued, they had both dropped aſleep, 
from which they were awakened by com- 
pany gaily running into the room, who, 
when unmaſked, they found to be Mr. Ed- 
win and her friend Mrs. Corbet ; high 
words enſued between the gentlemen, who 

went 
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went out, regardleſs of her prayers and 
cries, to decide the matter; the ſervants 
ſaid, they got into the coach which brought 
d Mr. Edwin and Mrs. Corbet home, and 
e ordered it to Hyde Park, whither Sir Wil- 
in lam immediately ran, where he heard the 
n gentleman in the white domino, whom Mrs. 
ht Edwin affirmed to be her huſband, was 
ne killed on the ſpot, and that the other was 
| faid to be mortally wounded ; but, Mrs. 
Herbert added, that this dreadful cataſtro- 
phe was rendered ſomewhat doubtful, by 
a meſſenger from Mr. Edwin's, informing 
Lady Edwin, it was the Count who was 
killed, and that Mr. Edwin was alive; the 
diſtracted parents were gone there attend- 
ed by her ſon. 1755 
On hearing that the Count was no more, 
Mrs. Edwin was fallen into ſtrong convul- 
ſions, and was carried ſenſeleſs to Cecilia's 
apartments. 
Such a complicated ſcene of diſtreſs 
could not fail to ſhock the gentle ſoul of 
Anna; ſenſibly affected by the voice of 
woe, wherever it met her, it here had the 
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16 ANNA. 
double claims of blood and friendſhip; 


yet her own heart, torn with conflicting 


paſſions, ſhe was badly qualified for the 
office of comforter to others. When the 
news of her ſon's misfortune reached Lady 
Edwin from her own daughter's hard 
heart, ſhe had ſmall hope of conſolation ; 
the boſom friend of a woman, whoſe con- 
duct, allowing her ſtory to be a real recital 


of facts, had blameably involved her huſ- 


band in a duel, how could ſhe open her 
heart, or unveil her ſuſpicions to her. 
Next to her in point of affection, and 
far higher in eſteem, ſtood our heroine ; 
when unexpected calamities ſtrike the foul, 
it wiſhes to look out of the poignancy of 
its feelings to the reſources of friendſhip, 
and dreadful is the fituation of that being 
who looks in vain. Mrs. Herbert, indeed, 
was preſent ; but Mrs. Herbert's misfor- 


tune and dependence took from her the 


weight ſhe would elſe have had ; Lady 


Edwin, therefore, in her firſt agonies, ſent 


for Anna, although ſhe regretted that haſty 
ſtep, when ſhe ſaw her ſo affected. 
So rg | This: 


ber niece to the care of Mrs. Herbert, 


 Herber:'s aſſiſtance; Mrs, Edwin being, ſhe 
believed, dying; two gentlemen in the me- 


without reſtoring her ſenſes, and ſhe lay a 
pitiable victim to the conſequences of thoſe 


was ſummoned to her Lady at Mr. Edwin's. 
Left alone in momentary. expectation of 
E 3 ſomething 
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The inſtant after a meſſenger coming 


from Portman. ſquare, ſhe reluctantly left 


Charles attending her; Miſs Edwin, now 
running into the room, frightened out of 
her ſullen, ſupercilious airs, begged Mrs. 


dical line, a phyſician and apothecary were 
with her, but a third was neceſſary; the 
convulſion had brought on an abortion, 


deviations from honour, ſhe would a few 
hours before have laughed at. 

Mrs. Herbert begged Anna to retire to 
Lady Edwin's drefling-room, ordering her 


woman to attend; ſhe was a ſenſible well- 


behaved perſon, who had lived there when 
Anna was Miſs Manſel, and took that op- 
portunity of paying court to her by her aſ- 
ſiduity and reſpect; but Mrs. Herbert had 
hardly left the room, before this attendant 
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ſomething ſtill more alarming, ſhe endea- 
voured to recollect her ſcattered thoughts; 
the wanderers of themſelves adverted to one 
object; notwithſtanding the horrors that 
ſurrounded her, Herbert was preſent to her 
imagination, yet, ſelf. condemned, ſhe was 
trying at fortitude, when the door ſuddenly 
opened, and Herbert haſtily entered. 
« I thought my mother was here,” ſaid 
he hen ſeeing Anna alone and in tears, 
his confuſion, his trembling returned ; ſhe 
had aſked him twice after Lady Edwin and 
her fon, before the could perceive the leaſt 
attention to her queftion, at laſt ſhe anſwer- 
ed with a voice of tendernels : 
That the horrors of the morning were 
ſuch as gentleneſs like her's ſnould not wit- 
neſs; he entreated ſhe would permit him to 
wait on her home; Lady Edwin, continued 
he, is too mournfully engaged to return 
ſoon; Mrs. Edwin is unworthy to harraſs 
you with her merited diſtreſs; let me, flear 


of ſorrow ; and, oh, ſaid he, with agithtion 
too ſtrong to be: ſupprefled or concealed, 
that 


Lady Anna, then lead you from this ſcene 


> 
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that it had been my bleſſed fate to have 
preſerved you through life from every ill; 
to have watched over and protected your 
beauty and honour. Withdraw not, dear- 
eſt creature, this hand, perhaps held for 
the laſt time, by the moſt miſerable of 
men ; withhold not from me the comfort 
of unfolding to you the exquiſite miſery 
which will moſt aſſuredly deſtroy me. 
Anna, hardly leſs affected than himſelf, 


however remembered both their fituations. 


Engaged to Cecilia, could he dare ap- 
proach her with profeſſions of a paſſion 1ni- 
mical to her honour ; were ſhe not free 
when he voluntarily ſubmitted to enter into 
that engagement ! yet had he not obliged 
her to exert her endeavours to tear him from 
her memory ! pride and paſſion both called 


on her now 1n this arduous moment, (when 


her own heart was melting with tenderneſs, 
ſhe ſaw before her, almoſt ſpeechleſs with 
agony, the firſt, laſt, and only object of her 
love) to be reſolute ! aſſuming, therefore, 
as much compoſure as ingenuity, like her's, 
could put on, ſhe ſaid, ſhe ſhould certain- 


E 4 = 


80 ANN A. 


ly go home, though (haughtily) ſhe would 
not trouble him for an eſcort; Miſs Edwin 
had juſt left the room in a ſituation which 
entitled her to all the tenderneſs he ſeemed 
inclined to throw away on her. 

Notwithſtanding all her endeavours, the 

moment ſhe uttered this ſentence, her 
pride, her reaſon, were too weak to ſup- 
port her in a conflict ſo intereſting, her 
heart again ſunk, and her voice was loft in 
the laſt fentence. 
Herbert, with a bow REY meant ſhould 
- conceal his emotions, then let go her hand. 
She haftily quited the apartment, and 
throwing herſelf into her carriage, was car- 
ried home in a ſtate of mind neither to be 
conceived nor deſcribed ; the fatal news 
had been confirmed in St. James's ſquare, 
and Mrs. Wellers, in great uneaſineſs, 
waited to ſee or hear from Anna. 

Her dejected looks, and faint voice, 
deen Bently into a rage; he wondered 
what poſſible end it could anſwer to ſend 
for her to ſuch ſcenes? 

She retired Ps accompanied by her 
friend, 


ANNA. 81 


friend, in whoſe boſom ſhe wept without 
communicating her ſorrows; not that ſhe 
had any objection to unveiling her inmoſt 


thoughts to that worthy woman, but the 


indelicacy of ſuffering her peace to be 
broken by a man, who had never made any 


efforts to obtain her hand, and who was en- 


gaged to another, reſtrained her. Mr. Man- 
ſel gently rapped at the door, and was ad- 


mitted; the good man had long ſeen, with 
great pain, all was not at eaſe in the heart 


of his child, as he yet called her; he en- 


treated her to unboſom her grief to her 
friends, and led himſelf to the ſubject of 


young Herbert and his intended marriage. 


Soon was Mrs. Wellers convinced that 


there the malady lay, but ſhe was much 


ſurprized at Mr. Manſel's mentioning his 
marriage with Miſs Edwin as an irrevocable 
engagement, for Collet had always made 
her the confidant of what paſſed between 


him and Herbert, which ſhe had not re- 
peated to Anna, having given the doctor 


her honour not to do it; and never hearing 


4 Herbert's name mentioned, ſhe little ſup- 
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poſed him of conſequence to the peace of 
her friend, whoſe filent anguiſh now fully 
explained the ſource of her uneaſineſs; but 


as ſhe avoided anſwering their kind inter- 


rogatories, and appeared uneaſy, they per- 
ſuaded her to try to take ſome reſt, to 


which ſhe the more readily conſented, as 


the wiſhed'to be free from their well- meant 


though officious inquiries. 


c 8 AP. LXX XI. 
Aer e concluded. 


"Tom E moment Mrs. Wellers was ite 


with Mr. Manſel, ſhe revealed all (he knew 


of Herbert's attachment to Anna ; he was 


not only ſurprized, but grieved, to find, 
from her account, two ſuch amiable young 
people, with no other obſtruction to their 


being completely happy, than what mere 


obedience to the will of others had raiſed, 
were likely to be miſerable in their ſepa- 


ration; 
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ration; he well knew the inflexibility of the 


Edwins on points in which they conceived 

their honour to be concerned, and he as 
well knew the nice value Anna ſet on pro- 
priety and delicacy, which were all againſt 
| the moſt diſtant hope of the long concerted 
match being ſet aſide ; and he foreſaw, he 
ſaid, with youth, beauty, rank and riches, 
Lady Anna had not yet gone through all 


| her days of probation ; ſuch was the im- 


perfect ſtate of all human bliſs, that as the 
affliction of a corrupted world, led often to 
bleſſings, ſo i its attainments were as often 
productive of ills, more painful to the hu- 
man-mind, than any of the train of common 
events, which daily and hourly viſit the 
poor and laborious part of the creation. 

| Another meſſenger from Sir William 
brought a note, which requiring an an- 
ſwer, they were obliged to riſk diſturbing 
their friend. 

It was from Lady Edwin, again 88 
ing to ſee Lady Ann, and dated Portman- 
ſquare; before ſhe had read it through, 
Mrs, Herbert was announced, 3 
a . E 6 F 
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ker looks indicated terror and grief; 


be begged Anna, if it were poſſible for her 


to-ſupport ſuch a feene, to go with her to 
Mr. Edwin's ; he is dying, faid ſhe, but 
declares he cannot leave the world, without 


ſeeing you; his paroxyſm from pain has 


been ſhort, till within this half hour; ; the 
mortification 3 is already begun, and he lies 


free from thoſe agonies which might have 


affrighted you too much; for EY Flake, 


| if you can bear it C w. 


Anna wanted no farther entreaties, but 


Mrs. Wellers inſiſted on accompanying 


her there, and Mr. Manſel begged” to fol- 


TOW them. 


When they arrived at Mr. Edvwims, 


3 diſmal filence reigned through the houſe ; 
| the hall, which was hitherto filled with ill- 


governed footmen and their aſſociates, was 
now wholly deſerted ; the. porter Tung 4 


bell, when Bates, with a countenance of 


grief, uſhered them through the magnifi- 
cent rooms, into one in which Lady Edwin 


fat, with her eyes half ſhut, in filent agony 


by pe bed's ſide, * one hand of her 
beloved 
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beloved ſon, Sir William Knecling on the 
other; drops of ſorrow rolling in quick 


| ſuceeſſion down his cheeks; Miſs Edwin 


and Patty behind Lady Edwin's chair, 
againſt which their faces were both hid; 


and on the bed, ſupporting the dying man, 


and wiping the ſweat from' off his forchead, 


far the elegant, but emaciated form of a 


lovely woman, whom Anna had never yet 


ſeen; two ſurgeons ſtood at a diſtance from 


the bed, venerating the grief of a virtuous 
pair, mourning their ſon cut off in the 


prime of youth, by the horrible conſe- 


ber of his own vices. 
When Anna approached the ſolemn 
ſcene of woe, Lady Edwin, with a look 


"that went to her ſoul, extended to her the 


hand ſhe had at liberty, and graſping it a 


moment—unable to ſpeak—at length, 
looked at the lady who ſupported Edwin, | 


ſhe underſtood her, and with a voice 


Enaked with grief ſaid, 
The lady is here, your couſin is come; 
will you not now ſpeak to her ! come, my 
beloved Hugh, eaſe your dear heart 
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. immediately looked up; à faint 
. of ſatisfaction ſhone out of his lan- 
guid eyes, already dim with the approach 
of death; after a ſhort ſilence, in which he 
ſeemed to be recollecting bimſelf: 

Oh, Anna! ſaid he, with a bitter fob, i is 
| It thus after all my plots and ſchemes I now 
ſee thee |—yet, even now, I delight to look 
on thee ! it is a cordial to my departing 
ſpirit, that I fee thee innocent, and vir- 
tuous ; I. thank the God of mercy, who 
protected thee from my arts. Say, Anna, 
ſay couſin, can you forgive me? will you 
pardon the ills you know, and the many 
you do not know, I had contrived againſt 
the purity of an angel? ſpeak to me, and 
Pray for me; the prayers of ſuch. a ſoul 

muſt be acceptable !. | 

Anna, whoſe heart never - barboured anger tic 


beyond the paſſing moment, kneeling at 
the feet of Lady Edwin by the bed: ſide, 


he 
ul 


eat 
folemnly aſſured him of her perfect for- 
giveneſs, and wept her concern at the fatal 
event; ſhe ſolemnly promiſed, at his re- an 
queſt, to comfort his parents, the 


vou 
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Vou ans; ſaid he, are worthy of the 
tenderneſs of ſuch hearts as theirs ; be to 
them what I ought to have been, His ſiſter 


then caught his eye; Cecilia, he added, 


take the warning your brother gives you, 
be virtuous and be happy; feeling now the 
tears of his ſupporter drop on his face, oh, 


| Angelina, ſaid he, I have not deſerved this 


tenderneſs from you, do you forgive me too? 

Forgive you! Edwin, anſwered the un- 
happy woman; do you forgive me? my 
unbounded love drew you into my own 
ruin; had I not fallen, 458 0 have 
been happy. 

Protect her, wagwidlz wins at his fa 
ther; and again at Anna, adieu thou laſt 
chearing object of my thoughts, be in all 
thy ways bleſſed; then, as if on recollec- 
tion, where is your Mr. Manſel ? 

He is, anſwered Anna, with a pleaſed 
earneſtneſs, in the houſe, will you ſee him? 

Yes! | 

She flew- out of the room to fetch him 1 
and then he deſired to be left by all, but 
the lady and the clergyman ; ; they com- 

ne 
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plied, eich chooſing ſeparate apartments 
except Cecilia, who was ſo much ſhocked 
at the approach of mortality, ſhe * 
, - not be left a moment alone. 
- Adead filence reigned through the hooks 
| cih ten minutes was awfully anterrupt:- 
ed by people paſſing quick an Mr. Edwin“ 
room, and that then again ſucceeded Oy a 
„ Rena. 

Nr. Manſel ſoon Aer enceeiing Lady 
Edina apartment, ſhe knew all was over, 
and Mrs. Herbert, affiſted by him, then at. 
tending her; Anna and Mrs. Wellers re. 
turned home, leaving the body to the care 
of young Herbert, from which ſad remain: 

the lady would not dir. lect 1 
The 'wretched Mrs. Mitford. was acci- 
dentally paſſing in a hackney coach to her 
lodgings at Brompton, where ſhe lived, pa 
tientiy waiting, in a deep decline, the lal 
great change at the moment the bleeding 
and expiring Edwin was carried home, 
reſigned to her own fate, and at peace with 
a merciful God, this fight of a man ſhe 
* doated on, was too much for her res. 
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ſon; grief and conſternation gave her 
ſtrength; ſhe ſtopped the coach and flew 
to him; his eyes, their luſtre loſt in the ap- 

proach of death, recognized her injured 
form; his head 8 her boſom, and 
thoſe feelings of humanity and juſtice, 
which his diſſipated life had conquered, 
werte now revived ; he implored her for- 
gweneſs, who in this moment had no 
other conſolation, but, that in death, ſhe 
ſhould not be divided from him, who ſhe 
bad adored when N rempanied 
kim home. 

This was no time for form, or preju- 
Wet the pity Lady Edwin always felt for 
the unhappy Angelina was not leſſened, 
by ſeeing her weak efforts to ſupport her 
dying ſon ; ſhe invited her home, but the 
forrowing woman declined her kindnefs; 
ſhe continued with the corpſe till it was re- 
moved from the houſe, and in one month 
her own was, at her laft requeſt, depend 
Fa i it. 
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Mus. Cores, who I have already. in- 


company with her huſband, had been fatal 


CHAP. LXXXIL 


The Retroſpect. 


troduced to my readers, was a voluptuary 
of faſhion'left early in life a widow, without 
guide or principle to regulate her conduct; 
and having been unkindly uſed by her 
huſband, ſhe vowed never to marry again, 


which vow reached not to the excluſion of 


modern gallantry ; in that ſhe had indulg- 


ed till all the lovely attributes of the ſex 


were deſtroyed, modeſty was no more, and 
every ſenſe of delicacy loſt in the conſtant 


gratification of vicious paſſions z. her own 
perſon was lovely, and being, from long 
practice, perfect miſtreſs of the art of 


pleaſing, her intrigues were numerous; 
but as the heart had ſeldom its ſhare in 
them, they were Sn of ſhort du- 


ration. 


The day ſhe dined with Mrs. Edwin, i in 
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to her peace; and the indifference with 
which he received her advances, while it 
F excited her anger, but increaſed her incli- 


nations. Mr, Edwin was certainly an ob- 


je& to inſpire the ſoft paſſion, which was 
. Wo this lady, in the degree ſhe now felt it, 
y violent as new ; ſhe perſevered, though 


t Nvith great difficulty, in her attacks: as he 


t; Nvas ſo much devoted to gaming, little time 
er Nvas left for intrigne, and the groſſer appe- 
n, Iutes were gratified with more eaſe than 


of Ngoat: as to his ſerious deſires, when his 


g- Jinordinate love of play would ſuffer them 
-x Ito ariſe in his mind, * were ever point- 
d ed to Anna Manſel. 34 

nt {© But Mrs, Corbet was not RS OE to 
vn Neive up a point on which her heart was ſet; 
ng Ihe ſent him an anonymous challenge, 
which no young gay man would refuſe 
with the ſlighteſt regard to his reputation; 
they met, the lady was ſatisfied; one inter- 
view ſucceeded the other, and Mrs. Cor- 
det's attachment increaſing with a rapidity 
he had no wiſh to repel, uniting treachery 
th canines ſhe formed the plot of be- 


traying 
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uwying to Mr. Edwin the ill ndudt of 
his wife, in order to effect a ſeparation be. 
4ween them, which would, ſhe flattered 
Berſelf, ſecure to her the legal poſſeſſion o 
the obje& on whom ſhe doated, 
Ihe fatal maſquerade was not the firſt or 
only place from "whence Mrs. Edwin had 
retired with the Count. Mrs. Corbet wel 
knew what would happen, and having ap. 
pointed him to meet her there, fet him to 
watch his wife the whole evening, and a 
ber inſtigation he had followed them to hut 
houſe; there the unhappy pair were ſur 
prized, not, as Mrs. Edwin ſaid, ſleeping 
but in a ſituation Ty POE to 
Aa huſband, — a6 

Mrs. Corbet, , depending on he contemp 
Ps knew Edwin felt for his wife, and un 
' acquainted with, or not allowing for, th 
paffionate warmth of his country, thought 
the law only would have been his reſource; 
but the dreadful conſequence of her decet 
to a woman ſhe called friend, and who ha 
indeed been greatly influenced by her er 
ample, rendered her truly miſerable, 21 
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lofs of the man ſhe loved, and that by her 
on contrivance, and left her in full pofſeſ- 
fon of the contempt and abhorrence of * 
world for her part in ſo deep a tragedy. 
1E from beingithobged! wich «| 
certain deſcription of people, who not hav- 
ng been abſolutely found out, pretended 
to fome degree of reputation, became de- 
ſerted-; and her fortune being too ſmall to 
ſupport it without ſome ſuch aſſiſtance, flre 
had often received from Mrs. Edwin, fhe 
flew, loaded with ignominy and ſhame, a 
burthen to herſelf, a diſgrace to her rela- 
tions, friends: ſne had none, to the conti- 
ne neat, where ſhe finiſhed her nir in indi- 
gent obſcurity. i 
Mrs. Edwin was ſo end fo Sir 
William and Lady Edwin, to whom their 
{unhappy fon related all that had happened, 
hey dereſted her name, and Sir William 
infiſted on her being removed. 
Miſs Edwin, however, continued ns 
im advocate. The feelings of that young 
lady ſeldom carried her our of her dear 
_ The — of her brother was very 
1 ſoon 
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ſoon reconciled to her ideas; her proſpeds 


were conſiderably enlarged by it, and the 
addition to her fortune of infinitely more 


conſequence than the loſs of fifty brothers. 
Charles Herbert was now the undoubted 
heir to her father's eſtate, which was en- 
tailed by his grandfather on him, in failure 
of male iſſue from Sir William; her mo- 
ther's, with all the perſonals, would be 


her's. A deſire of mixing in the gay ſcenes 


ſhe had reluctantly been torn from, return- 
ed with the power of enjoying them, when 
ſhe confeſſed her affection for Herbert; it 
was done with a view of conciliating the 


favour of her offended parents, whoſe diſ- 
guſt at the levity and imprudence of her 


conduct, threatened to fix her in a ſphere 
of life ſhe deteſted. As to the young man, 
ſhe had once thoughthim amiable, but that 


was before her taſte was poliſhed by a tho- 


rough knowledge of the great world; be- 
fore ſhe had learned to laugh at all facred 
engagements. Colonel Mendez had taught 


ber many leſſons, beſides deſpiſing the lan- 


guage of truth; and fond as ſhe once wa 


4 0 
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of him, no perſon living could be leſs t to her 
taſte now than Charles Herbert, 

But ſhe knew her mother's folly in a ſet- x 
ting a value on every thing that corre. 
ſponded with her old-faſhioned notions 
n- that Sir William would not oppoſe his lady 
ure in any thing; and that a match with her 
10-MW couſin was always their hobby-horſe ; be- 
be ſides, owning a paſſion for him went a great 
nes way towards clearing her from ſome un- 
rn. pleaſant reflections which had been | pread 
hen concerning her connection with Mendez; 
; U then again ſhe dearly loved miſchief, and 
theſ if not firſt in Herbert's affections, ſhe 
di ſhould have the ſatisfaction of rendering 
his union impoſſible with her, who was; 
ſince, if he declined the propoſal, as ſhe 
more than expected, he muſt either ſtay 
abroad under the diſgrace of his friends, 
orreturn to what ſhe knew. he would never 
ſubmit to, a ſervile dependence on people 
who conceived themſelves ill uſed by him. 
But in thoſe conjectures ſhe was deceiv- 
ed; for Herbert had left England in ſuch 

thorough conviction of Anna's impru- 
deennce, 
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dence, which, though ir had indeed. been 
rendered ſomewhat doubtful in, Collet's 
firſt letter, was brought to a proof in his 
ſecond, that he had given upall thoughts of 
her, but thoſe of regret and compatlion. 
His father's deplorable end, his increaſ- 
ing obligations to the Edwins, their noble 
behaviour to his mother and ſiſter, with 
their parental care of himſelf, would have 
drawn from him, at their requiſition, his 
life without a. murmur : when, indeed, 
Mrs. Herbert firſt hinted her wifh. he ſhould 
marry his couſin, ſo much he diſliked the 
manners and conduct he had been witneſs 
to in that young lady, it appeared to him 
the much greater ſacrifice, and his anſwer 
to Mrs. Herbert conveyed a poſitive re- 
Jedion See 
1 came to Rd bite kindneſs 
of Sir William and Lady Edwin, the del- 
titute and defenceleſs ſtate ſhe and his ſiſter 
muſt be in if deſerted by them, the charge 
of ingratitude it would entail on them all 
to 0 n the offer but the carneſt 
ane deſilc 
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Vefire of both the lady and her friends, 
when ſhe conjured” him not to complete 
the wretchedneſs of his mother, and aſſured 
him all her hope of comfort in this life de- 
pended on his obliging her, when ſhe begged 
- W him to recal to his idea the many, many 
le years of her paſt life, in which miſery had 
h darkened her days and reſt forſook her 
nights, and implored him not to let her 
now experience that from the darling of 
| her ſdul, which would far exceed all ſhe 
had yet ſuffered ; and when he conſidered 
that the only woman he had yet ſeen, or 
indeed hoped to ſee, with whom his heart 
claimed alliance, was loſt to him, and that 
for ever, greatly as he diſliked Cecilia, he 
re- could not prevail on himſelf to withhold. 
the conſolation his dear mother demand- 
he ed, and therefore impowered her to for- 
nels ward the affair, and fay any thing the 
del- WW pleaſed for him, promiſing to meet her in 
iſter London as ſoon as ſhe wiſhed ; he likewiſe 
arge wrote to Sir William and Lady Edwin, 
n all W and to their daughter, in terms conſiſtent 
with that engagement. 
Vol. IV. , Cecil, 
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Cecilia had no ideas of the matters be- 


to teaze Herbert, and to amuſe herſelf; 
5 howevet, as ſhe knew no remedy, and con- 
cluded ſhe ſhould be better able to manage 
him than her parents, thought it beſt to 
ſubmit with a grace to what ſhe then ſaw 
no hopes of avoiding. | 
Herbert, by ſetting out for England, mil. 
| ſed Collet's laſt letter, giving an account of 
na's unexpected good. fortune; and as 
Lady Edwin had not, in her firſt perturba- 
tion, informed Mrs. Herbert of any of the 
particulars, only. fimply, that an heir was 
found to her brother's eflate, it was im- 
poſſible he could know that heir was Miſs 
T4 Manſel ; what then were his feelings when, 
at the ſame moment, he learned her rank 
WE and fortune? He was likewiſe convinced, 
ſhe had been injured in every report cir- 
culated to her diſadvantage. 

Too late was juſtice done her character; 
his honour was engaged; he had ſigned the 
contract, the deeds were eng! oſſing; and if 

that 


- 


ing ſo haſtily concluded; her deſign being 4 
to avert. the ſentence of living in Wales; 


as 


ul 
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* 
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that had not been the caſe, could he now 
dare to aſpire to a. perſon of her rank, 
courted and careſſed by all the world, fol- 
lowed and admired as much for the beauty 


and accompliſhments every mouth was full | 


of, as for the eſtate ſhe was heireſs to ? 

It could not be. 

What then did prudence, reaſon, and 
honour diftate > To avoid her fight, to fly 
from the temptations of gazing on her, and 
to decline all intercourſes, or even know- 
ledge of her affairs; this was the leſſon hard 
neceſſity taught, and which he was reſolv- 
ing to put in practice, hen the calamity in 
Sir William's family rendered au interview 
unavoidable. 
Anna Manſel, young 
amiable at Llandore, captivated his heart 
defore he was ſenſible of its danger, at the 
aſtant he believed her engaged; his eyes 
welt inſenſibly on the attractive elegance 
df her perſon, his ſoul-hung on the accents 


th the faſcinating charms of her conver- 
tion; to love her was a part of his nature 
25 Fx he 
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he could not conquer; unconſcious of any 
deſign of injury to her, as unapprehenſive 
of danger to himſelf, he ſought not to ex- 
plore the ſecret ſprings of feelings, that were 
no leſs new than delightful ; it was enough, 
that to-morrow, and to-morrow, he ſhould 


ſee her; ſhe would liſten with pleaſure 


while he read a ſelected paſſage from a fa- 
vourite author; ſhe would again ſing the 


fong that had yeſterday charmed him; iff 


they walked out, he ſhould decorate her 
boſom, the ſeat of purity and truth, with a 
flower of his culling ; if they converſed, he 
was ſure to find his own ſentiments endear- 
ed to his reaſon by a recollection that they 
were her's; but no farther thought ruffled 
the ſerenity of the preſent, or alarmed him 
with apprehenſions for the future, till Anna 
began to abſent herſelf from Llandore, and 
the day was fixed for her departure. 


Then the pangs he felt revealed a ſecret 


pregnant with deſpair and diſappointment; 
her circumſtances ſo narrow, his own fo 
dependent, his parents forming ſuch hopes 
from his advancement in life, how could he 


den 
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diſpenſe with the duty he owed them, or 
anſwer to his own honour, any attempt to 


x | ſeduce the affections of an amiable young 
creature, from the perſon to' whom he un- 

re 

derſtood ſhe was engaged ? | 

þ We have ſeen the progreſs of his affec- 

- tion after the interview in London, which 

could not now increaſe, and which had not 

1 

5 ſuffered abatement. 

if . 

et ta Þ 

* 2 CH AP. LXXXIII. 

r- 

£ ol Habits are ſoon re 7 PO 

ed 

5 Mas. E. Edwin's guardian 3 to re- 

| c<ive her, ſhe was, for the preſent, remov- 


a ed to lodgings; and Mr. Edwin ſent down 
in great ſtate to the family vault for inter- 
ment, attended by Herbert, who carried 
with him Sir William's recommendations 
0 to be returned for the borough in the room 3 
of his deceaſed father. | ky 
N Edwin, whoſe ſoul, though It fell 10 
F 3 not 
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not under woes which are the common 
lot of mankind, lamented more the dege- 
neracy of her ſon than his death; conſtitu. 
tionally attached to the dignity of her fa- 


mily, ſhe conſidered his early fate, though] 


it wrung all the mother in her ſoul, as a 
period to the immorality and extravagance 
of his actions; ſuch a life reflected diſgrace 
on the blood of the Trevannions ; had it 
been continued, the eſtate as well as name, 
as far as it depended on him, the one mult 


have been branded with diſhonour, the 


other divided among ſharpers. 

Anna was now literally the pride and 
hope of her aunt; in her ſhe delighted, and 
with her ſhe chiefly ſpent her time ; for as 
to her daughter, ſhe had a ſettled ill opi- 
nion of her principles; to deviate from the 
truth was, in Lady Edwin's eſtimation, a 
prognoſtic of the work kind; and Miſs Ed- 
win minded not confirming ſuch deviations, 
with the moſt ſolemn aſſcverations to carry 
her point. | 
Wearied by a vain, oppoſition to her ob- 


ſtinacy, and ſoon hoping to ſee her married 
10 | 1 
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to Herbert, ſhe was again permitted to re- 


ceive and pay her own viſits, though un- 


der reſtrictions, which ſhe regarded not; 
but indecent as it muſt appear, Mrs. Ed- 
win was no ſooner recovered, and in her 


own houſe, than whenever Cecilia could 


eſcape the obſervation of her mother, they 
were inſeparable. | 

The young widow, it is true, had the 
modeſty to keep at home; but though ſhe 
had loved the Count, her mind had no re- 
ſources within herſelf; to be alone was, to 
her, the moſt frightful ſolitude; and ſhut 


out by her imprudence from the moſt va- 


luable part of ſociety, it required little pains 
to induce her to accept the company leaſt 


calculated to retrieve her loſt reputation, 


rather than be alone. 


Her large eſtate, and the great perſonal 


fortune ſettled on the heirs of a woman 


who was yet childleſs, rendered her a moſt 


intereſting object to an officer in the guards; 


Captain Melliſh, with the aſſiſtance of a 
handſome figure, and a competent degree 


of aſſurance, contrived to introduce himſelf 
VVV» in 
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in a moſt favourable light to Mrs. Edwin; 


it was not ſeldom he there met Cecilia, and 
the'ſtory of the Count and Mendez being 


too recent to be forgotten, it furniſhed him 
with a hint of providing for a brother of- 


ficer, who he accordingly introduced, and 
who as naturally fell deſperately in love 
with Miſs Edwin, as he had himſelf done 


with the young widow. 


Of this connection the family i in Grof- 
venor- ſquare were ignorant; but Mrs. Wel- 
lers and Lady Ann heard it from every 
quarter; it was circulated in the morning 
viſits, ſneered at after dinner, circumſtan · 
tially repeated at tea, 
deals ſpoken of at the card - table of every 


genteel family in the vicinity of St. James's, 


excepting only at Sir William Edwin's, 


and (while they were preſent,) where they 
viſited. 


Mr. Herbert, being daily 1 in 
town to take his ſeat, and the Edwin fa- 
mily detained only by Anna's affairs, which 
were nearly ſettled, it was judged moſt pru- 
dent to avoid WT. to their afflictions, by 

at hinting 


8 
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hintiog at an affair that OR ſo much 


the chat of the town. 
Amidft the ſplendour of riches, and in 
the higheſt enjoyment of all they could 
purchaſe, Anna found in her internal 
wretchedneſs, the fallacy and ineffcacy of 
mere affluence, when the heart is not at 
eaſe. 
It was in vain the good Mr. Bently c con- 
tinued his efforts to divert her attention 
from her own ſorrows, by adminiſtering re- 
lief to the leſs corrofive ones of others; ſhe 
was the chearful giver, and the bleſſing of 
the faint-hearted followed her ſteps; but 
all would not do: the anguiſh'of her mind 
not only preyed on her ſpirits, hut viſibly 
mjured her health; and though ſhe kept 
them as much as poſſible from her friends, 
had many complaints that ind icated an 
early period to a life, not more valuable to 
her own circle, than to ſociety in general. 
Mr. Mordant was diſtracted at the alte- 
ration in her looks; and Collet, who was no 
leſs a favourite with Bently for the honeſty: 
of his principlesahan for his medicinal ſkill, 
. F 5 | had 
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had a plain neat chariot given him, with a 
pair of ſtrong black horſes, on ne, to 


viſit her daily. No 
Sucha rapid riſe in the fortune of an apo- 


thecary, who did not poſleſs faculties that 


would at all get him on in his own village, 
eduld not fail of exciting curioſity ; and 


perhaps my reader will fuſpe& from the 


ſpecimen I bave already given, ſome little 


ſcandal found its way into the ſurmiſes of 
the judicious inhabitants of Layton. 


But no ſuch thing happened. Had Mr, 


Collet been obliged, from unforeſeen loſſes, 


the decreaſe of his patients, the illiberal 


reflections of his neighbours, or any other 


caufe, to have laid down a chariot, inſtead 
of ſetting it up, it would have been a moſt 


fortunate circumſtance, in that it would 


have furniſhed the ladies and gentlemen of 


he place with an occafion of repeating 


every little folly of his life ; .it would have 


given them a pretence to fit in judgment 


on all the errors he either had, or was ſaid 
to have committed ; and, finally, it would 
wn n a fine nnn for them to 

diſplay 


t 
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come to. 
In the preſent caſe his chariot 
Increaſed his practice; 
Improved his ſkill ; 
Gave the je ne ſeat quoi to his perſon ; ; 
Brought him invitations to dinner; 
Introduced him to Mrs. Bibbins's tea- 
table; 3 


And induced a lady that kept a boarding 
| ſchool in the town, with whom he had long 


been enamoured, to make ſuch advances 


to the diffident apothecary, as opened his 


mouth, and gave Lady Ann an opportunity 
of conferring on them the honour of her 
preſence at their nuprials, which were cele- 
brated at her houſe, with ſpecial licenſe, 
by Mr. Manſel, when Miſs Herbert did 


Mrs. Collet the honour of ſtanding bride- 


maid. That afternoon, Lady Ann received 
a letter from Wilkinſon, incloſed in one to 
Mr. Manſel, both which he preſented to 
her; ſhe immediately apologized to her 


F 6 company 


diſplay che compaſſion of their natures by 
pitying the poor fellow, and their penetra- 
tion in having always thought what 1 it would 
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company for the reſpect, ſhe ſaid, ſhe 
muſt ſhew an old friend, and then read + as 
follows : : 


To the Reverend David MAxsEL. 
De Sil | | 
e THE abſence of our worthy paſtor 
* from his flock, though very decently 
*© ſupphed in point of parochial duty, can- 
not be more ſenſibly felt by any one 
e among them than myſelf; when will our 
* good rector return? is a queſtion con- 
4 ſtantly aſked of me; it is a queſtion 1 
«heartily with I could anſwer. 

Lou have been ſo good as to aſſign 
<< very kind and conſiderate reaſons for 
not letting me know the ſucceſs of your 
inquiries after Lady Ann Trevannion ; I, 
« have brought my mind to rejoice in the 
5 diſcoyery; I exult in the certainty of 
e ſeeing the lovelieſt and moſt amiable of 
women in a rank, where her example 
and merit will be equally and conſpicu- 
« ouſly Leneficial to an admiring world; 
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you ſay, when I can, from my heart, 
offer my congratulations on this event, 
you will lay them at the feet of your 
charming patroneſs; that time is now 
arrived: with reſpect to her my chief 
happineſs is, that I had ghe penetration 


to diſtinguiſh, to love, not indeed be- 


fore ſhe was the object of adoration to 
all who knew her, but before one view 
could be attributed to me, except the 
pureſt affection. 


„ The letter I have the honour to in- 
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cloſe to her, may expoſe me to cenſure 
as a vain man, but I flatter myſelf ſtrong 


proofs would be neceſſary to prove me 


a diſhoneſt one; if my requeſt 1s ho- 
noured with Lady Ann's approbation, 


ſhe will communicate it to you, Sir, and 


I will hope for your good office on the 
ſubje& it contains; if not, ſhe will have 
the goodneſs to conceal the error of, 
dear Sir, 

«© Your gratefully obliged, 


6 humble ſervant, 


„ EDWARD WILEINSON.“ 


To 


1 2 in the Ang Hf 


80 8 


4 IF the crooked lines of this letter 
„ ſpeak any other language than that of 
de the moſt friendly congratulations on 
your reſtoration to that family, and thoſe 
dc honours you was born to adorn, they do 
« injuſtice to my feelings, ſince, ardent as 
e were my wiſhes, they were ever damped 
„ by a preſentiment of your ſuperiority 
* and my own unworthineſs; and the diſ- 
4e covery, that I was not miſtaken, though 
« jt was impoſſible for me to know how, 
© was what J rather expected than feared ; 
& accept then, madam, from a heart, that, 
« towards you, has never known guile, 
te the ſincereſt congratulations ; and happy 
„as you are in the poſſeſſion of every 
“ earthly bleſſing, forgive the farther bold- 
&« neſs of one, who would die to ſerve, or 
8 you pleaſure. 
1 am, 


J am, madam, by the favour of my 
late friend, Mr. Herbert, already in 
poſſeſſion of confiderable property, the 
produce of my ſhare in the iron-works 
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my own induſtry has brought to be fo 
beneficial to the company. My lot is 


* fixed here, far from the ſociety my in- 


clinations would lead me to; and here 


I muſt continue, at leaſt, for ſome years, 


before the bleſſings of independence will 


empower me to fix on any other reſi- 
dence, I am formed for ſociety ; my 


heart wants a partner; do you know, 


in the number of your friends, madam, 
one who would receive it, torn and 


mangled as it is, with its firſt attach- 
ment? Mr. Herbert's laſt words to me 


were, 


« Remember my kindneſs to you.” 
The injunction was needleſs. I can ne- 


ver forget. If vanity and my own wiſhes 
miſlead me, Lady Ann Trevannion will 
pity, without expoſing, the folly of her 
« friend. 


« 1 have thought, in the mild 3 


Cc luſtre 
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luſtre of Miſs Herbert's eyes, I have 
© ſeenſhe inherited her father's ſentiments; 
e if | am honoured with your approbation, 
& [ ſhall certainly try, whether I am miſ- 
“ taken or not; but it is in your power to 
« filence me for ever, as my obedieace to 
« your commands, my veneration for your 
judgment, and my reſpect for you, and 

** your's, can end only with the life of, 

% Madam, 
« Your moſt obedient, 

% and devoted, 
«© humble ſervant, 
« E. WiLkinsoNn.” 


* 


MNMiſs Herbert, whoſe curioſity was very 
ſtrongly excited by the manner in which 
Mr. Manſel delivered Wilkinſon's letter, 
as well as the eagerneſs with which it was 
peruſed, turned ſo fick before it was finiſh- 


ed, ſhe was obliged to quit the room; 


our heroine immediately followed her, and 


| queſtioned her with great tenderneſs, on 


the cauſe of her ſudden indiſpoſition ; her 


evaſions, accompanied.with glowing cheeks 
_ 55 


an 
let 
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and conſcious glances from her eyes, at the 
letter, convinced Anna ſhe had the cauſe 
in her hand; however, ſhe forebore preſ- 
ſing her farther, and was going, when Miſs 
Herbert gently detaining her hand, ſaid, 
i dear Lady Ann, anſwer me one queſ- 
© tion; © a thouſand, my dear Patty ; 
* what would you know?“ She again 
coloured deeply, and in a low voice hardly 
amounting to a whiſper, aſked, If Wil- 
*« kinſon's generous diſintereſted paſſion 
© were at laſt to be rewarded ?” 

« I believe it is, my dear,” anſwered 
Anna, © but not by me; there is his letter, 
] leave it for your peruſal ; and when you 
have done ſo, if your ſickneſs ſhould be 

« quite gone off, you will be ſo good as to 
return to the company.“ 
The reader is by this time in poſſeſſion 
of a ſecret long kept, and carefully guard- 
ed in the boſom of Miſs Herbert; from 
her infancy up, ſhe beheld Wilkinſon with 1 
a partial regard; when he addreſſed Anna 4 
at Llandore, ſhe felt every uncaſineſs a 
perſon of her placid turn could be ſubje ©. 
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to, in ſuch a ſituation but as he had ne. 
ver made the moſt diſtant advances to her, 
ſhe kept from every creature living the pre. 

ference with which ſhe honoured him; and 
her's would, as moſt other hopeleſs pal- 
fions areapt to do, have died away, without 
any material injury to her health or ſpirits; 
but when, at the death of her father, Mrs, 
Herbert found in him the tender and re. 
ſpectful ſolicitude of a ſon, as well as the 


ſincere friend; when the affect ion of a bro- 
ther was added to the reſpect he had ever 
ſhewn her, the gentle heart of Patty was 
irrecoverably loſt, and gratitude gave too 
great a ſanction to her regard for him, far 
prudence to keep either within bounds; 
ſhe gave a looſe to ſentiments ſo laudably 
founded; and Anna being now out of the 
reach of his addreſſes, indulged the moſt 


next object of his choice. 


. by Mr. Manſel, ſhocked and alarmed 


fr ; was Patty Herbert a queen, Wilkin- 
| ſon 


unremitting attention, to her affairs, of a 


flattering hopes, that ſhe {l.ould be theſ 


The letter from him, delivered with ſuch 
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ſon ſhould ſhare her crown; and why might 


not worth, like his, be equally acceptable 
to Lady Ann? thence her agitation and 
ſickneſs ; but left alone to read a letter, 
every line of which, in her opinion, might 
have been penned by a Cicero, her tranſ- 
ports were lively and ſincere. 

Ah!“ exclaimed ſhe, © my eyes were 
e never before in my favour ! how often 
have I lamented their truant variation 


4 from the colour of the reſt of my family, 


% and envied Charles his fine dark ones? 


ee but now I would not change them, no | 
« not for Lady Ann's.” With a light heart 


and pleaſed look, ſhe re-entered the draw- 
ing room, and reſtored, tho' rather reluc- 


tantly, the letter ſhe ſo highly prized. 


Well, my dear,” ſaid Lady Ann, arch- 
ly, © is your queſtion anſwered?” —* Lord, 


{© what nonſenſe!” was the bluſhing anſwer. 


Manſel gueſſed the ſubject, and gaily of- 


fered any wager, he ſhould have the plea- 


ſure of performing the ſacred ceremony 


1 A month * 


I 16 „ A. 
0 month !” repeated Patty ; * NO, in- 
„ deed, Mr. Manſel.“ 
The laughter of the company reminded 
her the little occaſion there was for her an- 
ſwering the good man, as it explained to 
them what they would not elfe have ſo ſoon 
ſuſpected, that ſne was one of the parties 
alluded to. After a day ſpent in harmony 
and good humour, they parted early on 


account of the bride and bridegroom's re- 
turn to Layton. 


0 JS A 
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CHAP. LXXXIV. 


More Family Pride. 


Anna felt the higheſt pleaſure i in the 
proſpect of ſeeing her friend happy; ſhe 
undertook to ſet. her down in Groſvenor- 
ſquare, in order to ſound Mrs. Herbert 
and Lady Edwin ; by the firſt, the offer 
was received with. unaffected pleaſure. 
Wilkinſon was the man in the world ſhe 
would 


4 


* 
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would chuſe for Patty; the latter ſaid, 
no objection could be made to the man, 


8 . >: » A . 
* but his origin mult, from his trade, have 


e been very mean, and his family ſuch, as 
« it would be impoſſible for them to mix 
« with.” 

„Oh,“ anſwered Patty eagerly, “he has 
told mamma and me a thouſand times, he 
had not a relation in the world.“ 

Really,“ faid Anna, ſurprized, © 1 
little thought, at Llandore, there was fo 
great a ſimilarity in our circumſtances; 
% why may we not ſuppoſe,” continued ſhe 


to Lady Edwin, © the meanneſs of this 


e worthy young man's bringing up, is ow- 


ing to ſome particular misfortune in his 


« family; he certainly poſſeſſes ſentiments 
6e and principles that would do honour to 
the moſt elevated {tation ; and as to his 
* trade, how near was I being apprenticed 
to a mantua-maker ?”—** Well,“ res 
turned Lady Edwin, ** let him come up; 
and if Patty—but I ſee no objection that 
„ the will have, we will inquire into his 
connections.“ 


At 
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At this inſtant Herbert entered the room 
— Anna roſe immediately; it was late; ſhe 
had.an appointment. 

« Nay, my dear,” faid Labs Edwin, 
ce we have another wedding to ſettle ; you 
< ſhall not go, you are now the principal of 
* the Trevannion family, it is proper you 
e ſhould be conſulted.” 

Who I, madam ?” anſwered Anna; 
trembling violently ; * indeed I can't—1 


* beg—you muſt pardon me, I can have L a 
e no kind of right.;—I—indeed.” — . 4 
«© Anna,” ſaid her aunt, interrupting her, 5 
ec you miſtake this int mage but if not ſo, Þ 
© pray oblige me.” She was re-ſeated, ry 
hardly able to conceal her emotions; not $ 
daring to truſt her eyes towards Herbert, 7 | 
ſhe returned his bow to her with a ſlight I.. 
inclination of her head, which had more Th 
the appearance of the ſtiff pride of Lady e. 
Edwin to a peer of yeſterday, than the 7 
gentle elegance of Anna Trevannion. | * 
„ Well, Charles,“ ſaid Lady Edwin, che 
« we have heard of your ſucceſs—have 45 
„ 


0 you ſeen my daughter! 
«lam 


© app 
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e J am juſt come from her dreſſing- 

room.“ 4 

« You went to her firſt then ; that was 

« quite right; but is he ever wrong, fiſter ?” 

Mrs. Herbert's eyes gliſtened ; her ſon 

bowed. I hope,” continued Lady Ed- 

(vin, “ ſhe is pleaſed at the honour confer- 

red on you by your countrymen.” 

“ hope ſo,” was the anſwer. 

« Sir William is a conſtant attendant at 
the houſe. I ſhould imagine, Charles, 
vyou may do your duty by your conſti- 
tuents, without being fo very punEtual.” 

lt would be his greateſt. pride and plea- 22 
ſute to merit the approbation of his friends. J 

*© Oh, had my dear unhappy Hugh but A 
poſſeſſed half your diſcretion, how ſhould  _® 
] at this moment exult, inſtead of mourn- 1 
ing as I inceſſantly muſt, not only the q 
* loſs of my ſon, but of his honour - but I 
let us avoid ſo unpleaſing a retroſpect; 

* I have yet left the conſoling hope of 

' ſeeing my daughter happy, of uniting 

cher to a young man, whoſe own honour | 

and goodneſs will be the beſt ſecurity 
SEN. &« for 
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&« for her's; and now we are alone, I will 
< tell you how Sir William and I propoſe 
ce you ſhall be eſtabliſhed; he has given di. 


© rections to put your father's family ſeat 


ein complete order and repair, which, to- 
6 gether with the. redeemed eſtate, will be 
% immediately your's ; that, and ten thou- 
«*« {and pounds ready money, will, we think, 


<« be a proper ſetting out for ſuch a young 
pair; and as Cecilia zow (ſighing) will, 
« firſt and laſt be a great fortune, we ſhall 


make what additions to your income an 


«c increaſe of family may render it neceſſary 
d to ſupport your rank in the world; at 
7 Sir William's death, his eſtate comes to 


cc you, as matter of right ; as mine, which 


„ inherit by my grandmother's will, be- 


*« fides all our perſonals, does to her. 
% You have often wondered, ſiſter,” to 


| Mrs. Herbert, © at my chuſing to reſide 


« at Dennis-Place ; you ſee now, 1n the 
* claims of my niece, a good reaſon for it; 
it was the family reſidence of my ance! 
* tors on my mother's fide, and from my 
66 « jather's death I have alway s looked witb 

* expectation 
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« expectation to what has happened ; but 
© happy as I am to reſign to Lady Ann 


« her father's eſtate, it might not have been 


&« fo: pleaſing to give up my manſion 
forgive me, niece, I know what you 
ce would ſay with that generous earneſtneſs 


in your countenance, but Lady Edwin 


could not accept that from courteſy, to 
* which ſhe had a legal right.—I have 
taken care Trevannion Houfe, the re- 


«© yered {pot which has given birth to ſo 


% many heroes, ſhould not wear the ap- 
* pearance of being deſerted ; but my 
home has always been at my own palace; 


« your mother, Charles, likes Elandore, 
and Patty ſeems inclined to ſettle there 
„have you any ee to what 1 
have faid?“ / he ors 
While Lady/Fawin, "wh a | ſolemnity 
inſpired with the recent calamity in her fa- 


mily, was thus laying down a plan no lefs 


generouſly than prudently concerted, be- 


twixt Sir William and herſelf, the ſenſa- 


tions of her auditors were, though all ear- 


Mrs. Her- 
bers 


nefily attentive, very different. 
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bert's were thoſe of grateful joy and ma. 


ternal exultation, at.the ſplendid change a 
few months had brought about in her ſon's 


proſpects; tears of thankful piety ran down 


her cheek, and her whole ſoul bent in hum- 


ble acknowledgements to God : ſhe was 
ready to cry out with the pſalmiſt, it is good 
for me that I have been afflifted. : 
Patty's heart expanded with fraternal af- 
fection, and it bounded in the happy ſtate 
of her own hopes; but Herbert fat the 
image of deſpair. You are too good, 
« madam,” ſaid he, with a burſting heart 
and ſwimming eyes. Often had thoſe eyes 
been ſeen melting with ſenſibility, over:- 
flowibg with compaſſion; and often had 
that heart throbbed at woes in which pity 
only gave him a ſhare ; now, for his own 
fate, he could have dropped'tears of blood, 


There ſat in his view all he adored on 


earth, and he was liſtening to the parti— 


cular terms of an engagement, from which 


he could not recede, and which muſt, by 
a voluntary act of his own, deprive him of 


her for ever. Anna's feelings, whatever 


they 
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* 


they were, were ſoon, in ſome meaſure, 
diverted by Lady Edwin' 8 us addreſſing 
her : 

And now, my dear niece,” ſaid ſhe, 
* I have no concern in this world but for 
e you; how is it, that ſo many offers of 


| * the firſt rank have been ſo peremptorily 


« declined? Sir William is perpetually 
„ courted for his intereſt with our charm- 
«ing ñiece to make her election; I have 
never ſpoken to you on the ſubject be- 
fore, nor ſhould I now touch on it, but 


«c my hopes, ſo exceedingly diſappointed 


* where they were moſt ſanguine, in ſup- 
te port of the honour of my ancient famiiy, 
bid me look to you for their revival; a 
* revival actually neceflary to my exiſt- 


* ence. Sir Howel Gwyn, of a houſe as 


* reſpeQable as our own, with his original 
* inheritance unalienated in any part, paſ- 


äſionately admires Lady Ann Trevannion.“ 


* Ah, madam, forbear,” interrupted 
Anna, in a faint voice, her ſpirits ſunk into 
a ſtate of nervous debility, © urge not a 


9 change 1 in my condition; I never, 10 ne- 


G2 c ver, 


P 
a> TY - an 
: G — — 
yo gent eo ee IT 
n t [ — 


ODT ES 7 Nr 2 * N * oo 
— _ 1 ” 3; I=F* £40 *. % 1 * i » 3 2 22 
e e e s D — — 

5 3 — —— — ——— — — "i YL = 
—  — — Kind — _— 7 — N 7 8 £ 
ct * e N y 


OTIS. 
— — 22 
* n ** 
3 


r 3 
A G — 
0 * * 


* * 


N 
2 
r 


me 
4 
* 


WWWWGPGGGGGGG OT 
FVV ” CIO >” © 
IO ee 2 


— 
A 
Wk 2a 4a, Pur 


„ 
. 7 


f 
5 
* 
1 
10 
iF '£ 
, je 
5 
1 - 
N Ft 
. 
3 
we 1 
F 
5 | 
* 
* 25 
H 7 
: 
% 
Bad 
4 \ 
4 4 
= . 
. 
\ : 
7 : 
15 . 
* 
% . 
is . 
„ 
8 Fl 
+2. 
4.008 
1. 
I; 
Lf 
s 
138 
» 
4 b 
39 
4+ = 
„ — 
1 
_. 
4 4 
4 > 
*Z g. 
+" 
L 6 
„ 
3 
2-44 
1 
-* SY 
"7. 0 
- 
8 
BY 
_ 
0 1 
155 4 
34278 
4 
.. 
„ 
£44 
144 
8 
„ 
„ 
1 


f — 88 - 
b 
— — — 5 

2 

Wt — — 

. 


— LIFE. 
— 
COLORS = 
— — — 


VVV 


e ver, will conſent to;“ and, perceiving 
the ſurprize of Lady Edwin to be viſibly 
attended with diſpleaſure at ſuch a poſitive I - 
declaration of ſentiments ſo repugnant to 
her wiſhes, added, . Did I not promiſe my 
&* couſin to be your comforter ? Are you { 
not now diſpoſing of your daughter? e 
<« Suffer me, my dear aunt, to be your f 
Anna Trevannion ? Why ſhould I be in 

< ſuch haſte to part with a name ſo lately P 
— aſſumed, and ſo highly valued?“ 1 
The concluſion of this ſpeech mollified C 
the unpleaſant beginning; it was addreſledfſ} ſe 


to the vulnerable part of Lady Edwin, andi te 
could not fail of being acceptable; it had tre 
indeed often occurred to her, that a match} fil 
for her niece might offer, not beneath hei 
acceptance, either in blood or fortune he 
who, for the poſſeſſion of ſuch a deſirabiſ ing 
woman, with ſo large an eſtate, might conf] th: 
ſent to take the name of Trevannion, ang] let. 
the value ſet on it by Anna was fo flatter 


ing to her wiſhes, that it brought tears 
pleaſure into her eyes. 4 3 


She was not the only perſon preſent | 
„ affected 
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affected; Herbert (though certain ſhe could 
never be his) heard, with trembling anxi- 
ety, Lady Edwin's ſpeech of marriage to 
Anna ; the never, no never, from the lips of 


neſs revived his ſoul, and exceſs. of plea- 
lure took the place which the pangs of 
7 deſpair had a moment before Oy 
ur filled. | 
in Anna was ſuffered to retire before ſup- 
ey! per, though with great reluctance on the 

part of her friends, who preſſed her ſtay. 
ed Cormfortleſs and wretched, ſhe threw her- 
Ned {elf into her carriage, to which ſhe' was at- 


trembling hand, in ſilence offered, was in 
hlence rejected. | 


At her return home, anxious to carry 


that of, her friends, ſhe wrote the following 
and letter to Wilkinſon : 


ars HOW many obligations have I to 
5 acknowledge to my friend Mr. Wilkin- 
8 3 “ ſon? 


her he adored with ſuch decided earneſt- 


tended by Herbert, the aid of whoſe 


her ideas out of herſelf, and notwithſtand- 
ing her own loſt happineſs, ſolicitous for 
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Ws. ENIEA. 
* ſon? how many apologies are due to 
* him, for my ſuffering any engagement 


] am of his unwearied ſolicitude in my 
„ behalf, when almoſt friendleſs his kind- 
« neſs would have protected me from the 
« diſtreſs I was fated to experience? 

I be affection you profeſſed for me, I 

„ ſhall always eſteem an honour, and re- 
« fle& on with pleature ; no gratification 
can equal chat of being PERS * 
a virtuous mind. 80 

I have examined the circle of my 
4 friends; the eye you allude to, ſpeaks 
«< the language of truth and innocence, 
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have prepared Lady Edwin to eſteem 
© my friend Mr. Wilkinſon ; Mrs. Her- 
bert is only more partial to her own ſon. 
J cannot diſpenſe with receiving your 
* congratulations at ſuch a diſtance, you 
“ muſt come, and let us heut, if you can 

talk as well as you writc. 

Jr . . TREVANNIOS.” 


1 
„ 


to prevent my telling him, how ſenſible 


and you, I believe, underſtand it. I 


ANA) , 
CHAP, :1XKXXV. 


A Man of no Family. 


W ITHIN a week from the date of 
Lady Ann's letter, Wilkinſon arrived in 
town. He waited on her, and paid his un- 


embarraſſed compliments on her ſituation; 


ſhe with pleaſure obſerved 1 it, and expreſſed 
her high ſatisfaction at ſeeing him. Her vi- 
fits were leſs and leſs frequent in Groſve- 
nor-ſquare, and ſhe excuſed herſelf when- 


ever ſhe could from going there; but on 


this occaſion ſhe was reſolved to impole on 
herſelf a\ſcnſible mortification, to be cf 
ſervice to her friends; ſhe therefore took 
him there in her vis-a-vis. Sir William, 
who always paid the higheſt deference to 
her judgment, on her very favourable in- 
troduction of Wilkinſon, gave his ready 
conſent to his addrefles, though Lady Ed- 
win {till adhered to her firſt opinion, that 
they ought to know more of his origin, be- 
fore he was honoured with their geperal 
approbation. 
6 4 The 
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The young man, rather abaſhed at this 
objection, not put in the moſt delicate 
terms, after a little heſitation, told her his 


birth was meaner than perhaps ſhe had any 


idea of; for though he knew he had loſt 
his mother in child-birth, the woman of the 
houſe, a very poor one, where ſhe lodged, 


could never tell, whether ſhe had dropped 


out of the clouds, or ſprung out of the 


earth; but, however, he believed he muſt 


ſubmit to the odium of paſſing for the ille- 
gitimate offspring of that mother. He 
added, nobody ever appeared to claim kin- 
dred with her; which he preſumed would 


| not have been the caſe, had ſhe not been 


very poor; he was, he ſaid, with a ſmo- 


| thered agitation and a mixture of pride and 


indifference, ſent to a workhouſe, and from 


thence put apprentice to a whiteſmith. 
Anna's looks bore teſtimony to her feel- 


ings during this narration, and Patty was 
obliged to quit the room; Lady Edwin 
applauded his ingenuity, and aſked, if rhe 


, perſon were alive where his mother died ? 


« She was, madam,” anſwered he, care- 
7s leſsly, 


„ nuity then,” 


* I will not, 1 affure you, attempt to make 


Herbert left the room uneaſy, may I have i 
the honour of aſking after her health?“ f 


at Lady Edwin's objections, tho he could 


leſsly, * a month ago; 1 _ her her an- 
Tou allow her one WW ſaid ſhe, much 


pleaſed. | 
A trifle, madam ; that is her addrefs'; 


6 any advantage of your indulgence; Miſs 


—He was thewn to her apartment. 
Wilkinſon's pride was very much hurt 
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not condemn the motive for making them; 
he had very high notions of honour, and 


AE res one, er Hs 
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kept to his word in his interview with Pat 
ty, contenting himſelf with common inqui-—- 
ries; juſt as he returned to Lady Edwin's 


dreſſing-room, Mr. Herbert and Cecilia 
entered; they had walked out, the morn- 
ing being fine, to ſee their new carriage, 
with which Cecilia was, or ſaid ſhe was, ſo 
pleaſed, that ſhe very officiouſly entered 
into a deſcription of it to Anna, who, ill ö 
pole for the ſubject, coolly left her, as 
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ſoon as one moments ceſſation of ber vo- 
lubility gave her an opportunity. 

Sick at heart, mortified, and diſpirited, 
ſhe ſent for Mr. Manſel and Mrs. Wellers 


f into her library, and thus addreſſed them: 


Il am going, my dear friends, to open 
* to you the anxious feelings of that heart 
„ which would not have known conceal- 
ment, had it been in its power to com- 
* municate joy of any kind; but its ſor- 


rows, and thoſe only, would I have kept 


« concealed from your knowledge. 
« Your penetration, the intereſt you took 


«in my happineſs, however, diſcovered 


« me ; you have long known the ſource of 


that miſery which muſt in the end, by its 


« effects on my health, undermine every 
« other comfort in which I abound ; yet 
<« | wiſh to be directed, to be adviſed; my 
« reſolution abandons me when I have moſt 
« need of it, to be witneſs to thoſe nup- 
* tials will deſtroy me; oh, where,” ſink- 


ing on Mrs. Wellers' boſom, “can I fly 


« from them, from myſelf ?”. 
This addreſs, accompanied with looks « 
angmſh 


anguiſh and deſpair | from TR whoſe delight 
it was to chaſe affliction. from every other 
heart, affected her friends exceedingly ; 
and why,” faid Mrs. Wellers, “ muſt it 
«take place at all? why ſhould two ſuch 


* minds, paired by the Almighty, be ſepa- 


* rated ? Why muſt our dear Anna's peace 


ebe ſacrificed to mere form? And why | 


© muſt ſo amiable a young man be loſt to 
*© every enjoyment of life? he is not leſs 
<* miſerable, nor leſs to be pitied, than you; 
he adores you, my beloved friend.“ 
Ah, no, no,” anſwered Anna, ſhaking 


her head, the tears dropping off her cheeks 


on the friendly boſom of Mrs, Wellers. 
This was too much for the retentive 
powers of that good woman ; her promiſe 


of ſecrecy was no longer remembered; ſhe: + 
perſiſted in her aſſertion, and recounted in 


proof of it, his following her to Dalton's, 


his correſpondence with Collet, his avowed 


love for her, which had been his firſt con- 
cern at the moment his misfortune obliged 
him to quit the kingdom, and which was 
only reſtrained by the unhappy concur. 
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tence of FOR ER that fixed, as a 


matter beyond doubt, * CO with 


Edwin. 


This was news, indeed, to Kn it flat 


tered her pride, it gratified her love; ſhe 
no longer could reproach herſelf with being 
ſo fondly attached to a man who returned 
it with indifference; if her paſſion was 
hopeleſs, it was not unrequited: however, 
ſo many cruel reaſons combining, might 
enforce his conſent to an engagement, ſo 
neceſſary to the peace of the family, and 


conſiſtent with the gratitude and honour of 


his principles; it was ſome conſolation to 
know ſhe was beloved by the object of her 


fond wifhes, and that, however painful her 


ſenſations, his were no leſs ſo. 


Mrs. Wellers, eager to take ſome ſtep to 


ſave her young friend from deſpair, pro- 
poſed Manſel's acquainting Herbert of the 
ill conduct of his wife elect, or ſhe would 
do it herſelf; but this was oppoſed by 
Anna with great reſolution and firmneſs; 
it was a meaſure, ſhe ſaid, beneath her, and 
unworthy of them; it was derogatory to 

the 


f 


I 


the honour of her ſex, and would lead to a 
conduct in Herbert which ſhe ſhould be the 
, firſt to condemn, and the laſt to forgive ; 
ſhe owned that the pleaſure it gave her to 
believe herſelf dear to him, was greatly leſ- 
ſened by the little ſhare of happineſs that 
appeared to await his marriage with Miſs 
Edwin ; but that ſhe was of opinion, Mr. 


Herbert was as much engaged to Cecilia by 


the law of honour, which ſhe truſted never 
> Þ would be infringed by her, or by her means, 
1 as if the nuptial benediction had already 
f | paſſed ; that, therefore, ſhe entreated they 
o ; would give her their words not tointerfere in 
r a matter of ſuch delicacy and conſequence. 
er Both Mr. Manſel and Mrs. Wellers' 
Jadgment coincided with her's ; but it was 
to not judgment, it was ſenſibility and ſym- 
o N pathy that ſuggeſted the breaking Herbert's 
he flengagement; when cool reaſon reſumed 
Id fer place, the thing was impracticable. 
DY The Bath ſcheme was again revived with 
S 3 fach warmth on the part of our heroine, 
nd Phat before they ſeparated, the day was 
to Fixed for their departure, 
he 
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CHAP. LXXXVI. 
A Ramble in Kenſington Gardens. 


| Tur next morning Wilkinſon got his 


old penſioner to wait on Lady Edwin; ſhe 
was upwards of eighty, and very infirm, but 


her memory was unimpaired; ſhe ſaid, 
„the mother of Wilkinſon came to her 
© houfe after duſk, and took the only room 
* ſhe could let; that ſhe was very ill the 
e three months ſhe was there; ſhe ſuſpected 


* ſhe was poor, becauſe ſhe uſed to ſell her 


« things; and when ſhe could not get any 


&« one to buy them, ſhe (the old woman) 
© uſed to carry them to pawn ; that ſhe 


was a very handſome young body, but 
| © had ſuch an odd way with her, thof ſhe 


ce could not ſay 'twas pride neither; but, 
however, her good man often and often 
© tretened to ax her all how and about 
* herſell; but ſome how, or ſome how, 
« they were both afeard; and at laſt, poor 
body, ſhe died; poor ſoul! ſhe was wore 


«toa « Killer, and ber poor. ould man: and 
her 
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te her was like to come into a deal of 
trouble about it, for the pariſh had 
ce been mortal angry; but, however, thank 
0 God, Neddy lived to pay them all their 
e charges, and God be thanked, to take 
| e her ould man, who was now bind, and 
ther, off their hands.” 
; «© Well,” ſaid Lady Edwin, ( pleaſed at 
r || the principles of pride as well as juſtice 
a chat had dictated to him the propriety of 
e | reimburſing the pariſh the expences they 
d had been at for him, as well as ſupporting | 
er the old couple) “ but is there nothing now 
iy in your poſſeſſion belonging to the | PROT 
n) “ young woman?“ 
„Why, yes, anſwered ſhe, here's a bit of 
* glaſs, with a few pebbles round it, I cut 
* off her poor neck when I laid her out; I 
e nowed it was worth little, becauſe I ſould 
Ja ſtay-hook for a ſarvant body twice as 
bigg, and the ſilverſmith gave me but two 
* ſhillings for it, whereof it coſt a pound; 
* We there's ſome ſort of letters on 1 
it, and fo T thot I'd keep it, and here q 
h (arching an old huſwife where it was 
% wrapped 
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35 COU in twenty bits of paper) it is 
Joy flaſhed from Wilkinſon's eyes; this 
trinket, he cried, did not belong to a beg- 
gar. Lady Edwin examined it. Ob, let 
me ſee it, ſaid Patty, her eyes ſtreaming; 
there are letters on it, which I fancy, my 
dear, you are too much affected to make 
out; give it me, ſaid Mrs. Herbert It was 
a ſmall gold locket, with a cryſtal back ſet 
round with brilliant ſparks, and ene 
in blue enamel P. G. 

Pray,“ ſaid Lady Edwin,“ boo came 
te the young man to be named . 
60 ſon} 999 

«© That's my name, madam, 1 uk 
&« your honour; I nowed no other he had 
« a better right to.“ 5 
c Were they kind to you, Sir?“ aſked 
Mrs. Herbert, her eyes ſaffuſed with tears. 
. Beyond my power to return,” anſwer: 
ed Wilkinſon; ; * their little houſe was my 
- © home, and many a plate of pye and pud- 
| « ding I eat there, which the good old ſoul 
« uſed to lay bye for me, ul it was often 


9 N ape ye" 
The 


The old woman was diſmiſſed without 
the locket, but the houſwiſe did not return 


empty nevertheleſs. 
The poſſibility of his link to ſome- 


body was very pleaſing to Lady Edwin, 


more eſpecially as it was eaſy to ſee that | 


Patty's affections were too firmly fixed to 
give much hope ; had his circumſtances 
been as uncertain as his birth, ſhe would 


have been eaſily prevailed on to change its 


object, and Mrs. Herbert, as well as Sir 


William, approving Wilkinſon's offer, ſhe 


no longer oppoſed the general with ; her 


confent once obtained, every thing elſe was 


ſoon ſettled, and it was agreed he ſhould go 


down to Llandore and get the caſtle ready 


to receive his bride, from whence he was 
to go to Dennis Place, where the Edwin's, 


Mrs. Herbert, and Charles, were to meet 
him, and Mr. Manſel, (being apprized of 


the time) Lady Edwin ſaid, would perform 
the double ceremony. 

Of this happy concluſion he did not fail 
to acquaint our heroine. 


His news haſtened the preparations for 
the 


7 - 
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the Bath excurſion, Anna poſitively de- 
clined all invitations to the weddings, al. 
ledging her ill health as the reaſon. 
The evening but one, previous to the 
time fixed for leaving London, Sir Wil. 
liam, Lady Edwin, Mrs. and Miſs Her- 
bert and Wilkinſon, ſupped with her, and 
her party conſiſting of Mr. and Mrs. Wel- 
lers, Mr. Mordant, Bently, and Manſel, 
they took leave that night, Charles being 
engaged, and Miſs Edwin at the opera. 
The next morning being the laſt of 
their ſtay, Mrs. Wellers went home to give 
ſome directions to her people; when the 
weather being fine, her male friends out, 
and her own reflections the very worſt of 

company, reſtleſs alone, diflatisfied abroad, 


Anna ordered her carriage to Kenſington. 


Gardens, a favourite excurſion with her, 
and too early both in the year and day to 
be much frequented. 

_ Here the ſtill breeze that uſhered in the 
fineſt ſpring morning ever ſeen, the dead 
ſilence, the ſolitude of thoſe delightful 
| ſhades, bfought to her recollection the paſt, 
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the never” to be recalled happineſs ſh& had 
known at dear Llandore ; the innocent re- 
creations, che rural paſtimes, the morning 
walk, the evening ramble; Oh,“ (aid ſhe, 


«that they had never been!” 

To baniſh thought, to avoid refleions, 
Anna ſought retirement in Kenfngton 
Gardens. 

Miſtaken Nun! | 

It is not in the haunts of ſolitude, i in n the 
ſequeſtered walk, or ſhady grove, the heart 
feels reſpite from grief like thine. . | 

Love, when founded as her's was on the 
approbation of uncontaminated innocence, 
finds ſtrong ſupport in every beauty of the 
creation; the region of ſilence is eloquence 
uſelf, and the deepeſt receſs of unfrequent- 
ed woods, though impervious to the light 


of heayen,' but adds to the OS pangs 


of hopeleſs love. 
Not here was Herbert to be forgot ten. 


She ſtrolled on, loſt in a ſad but pleaſing 


retroſpect, when a deep ſigh, which ſound. 
ed juſt at her ear, though it came from the 


other fide of a high thick-ſet hedge, made 
1 her 
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| ber ſtart, and the immediately recollected 
how imprudent it was in her to walk alone 
in a place where ſhe had not met a ſingle 
creature; ſhe turned back, but was till 
more alarmed at the footſteps of a man 
paſſing quick as it ſeemed before her in the 
other walk; but her fears of meeting im- 
proper company, ſoon gave way to ſurpriſe, 
when ſhe ſaw, deep in thought, the object 
from whom her ideas never roved, throw 
himſelf on the bench ſhe muſt paſs; his 
ſighs had pierced her ſoul, his penſive air, 
dejected looks, and pale countenance, were 
all ſymptoms too correſpondent with her 
own to be diſregarded ; ſhe ſtopped irre- 
ſolute. The ſeat might eaſe the body, but 
it. could not calm the mind of Herbert; 
he ſoon left it, and walked directly towards 
her. His perſon, it is true, approached, 
but his eyes bent to the earth, and his 
thoughts deeply engaged, he would have 
paſſed her, had ſhe not, by an involuntary 
motion, and a yoice modulated with grief, 
articulated— Charles! — Her's was at al 


times the voice of ſenſibility ; , it was a 
. moi 
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moſt expreſſively i; ; it thrilled the ſoul of 
Herbert; his eyes were riveted on her face 


ſurcharged with tenderneſs ; his tongue re- 


fuſed its function, but with action, that 
ſpoke eloquently the language of his heart, 
encouraged by her foft addreſs, in filent 


agony he drew near, and took her paſſive 
hand. In a moment ſhe recollected her 


ſituation, and condemning herſelf for the 
liberty her own conduct authorized, with- 
drew it with a reſeryed air, and coldly 
aſked him, how he came to chuſe ſuch a 
ſpot for his morning's amuſement? _ 
Too much opprefled to anſwer in the 
ſame ſtyle, and too intereſted to let the 
preſent moment eſcape him; 
My morning amuſements, madam,” 
faid he, my evening diverſions, and my 
te night reflections are the ſame ; nor buſi- 


* neſs, company, nor retirement, afford me 


© one moment's reſpite from miſery.” 

The ſolemnity of his addreſs, the almoſt 
convulſive motion of his limbs, the falter- 
ing of his ſpeech, were all too ſtrong indi- 
cations of his ſincerity, had ſhe been diſ- 
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poſed to doubt it—prudence, reaſon, reſo. 
Jution, all now forſook her—She ſaw be- 
fore her Charles Herbert, the victim of ho- 
nour, the figure of deſpair—and what in 
that moment were the ideas of her own 
grief to his? She trembled in her turn; 


the colour forſook her lips and cheeks i in 


one moment, but returned in a deeper 
glow the next—ſhe heſitated, and at laſt 
ſtammered out ſomething of concern—of 
being ſorry—of hoping things would mend, 
while ſhe ſuffered him to lead her to the 
ſeat he had juſt quitted ; when dropping 


on his knees, © Oh, Anna,” faid he, 


« dearer to my ſoul than the light of hea- 
ven, than the vital air I breathe, now for 
«c the firſt and laſt time let the undone 
Herbert claim thy - attention—hear me 
e but vow at thy feet the unalterable paſ- 
« ſion that at this inſtant fills me with de- 
40 « ſpair ; that from the moment I ſaw thee, 
s engrofſed all of love, of adoration, it is 
my nature to feel: fly me not,” as ſhe 
ſtruggled to leave him; „What do you 
6 fear ? Ob! * pies of wag is near the 


« heart 


ec 
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« heart of Herbert forgive me, Anna, 
* thole frowns ſhould have been aſſumed 
ee when the voice of pity called on Charles; 


i ſeek not, amiable creature, to hide the 
« compaſſion of your heart, nor in thoſe 


* dear moments given by fate, prevent me, 


by your diſpleaſure, unburthening a heart | 


that elſe will burſt.” _ 
If you wiſh to detain me, Mr, Her- 
bert; ſhe anſwered, more compoſed, 


you muſt change your poſture what 


* would the cenſorious world ſay, were ven, 

% a man, almoſt a married man, to be ſeen 

t in this retired ſpot at my feet? 
« Oh! would to God,” he returned with 


vehemence, I had only the world's cen- 


« ſure to combat - but you wiſh me to riſe, 


„ Joyelieſt of women —See, I obey you; 
but for God's ſake do not leave me; 
* only hear me, and, circumſtanced as 1 


am, I will own it an to be baniſhed 
* your ſight for ever.” 


Anna was re-ſeated, and in the attitude : 
of ſerjous attention; looking on her with 2 
er tenderneſs, he continued: 
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+ « Do you, or do you not know (Lady 


„ Ann Trevannion; and dearer, far dearer 


«© Anna Manſel ſhould be above diſguiſe) 


- & v1 adore you? 


„How! Mr. Herbert, ſhould } know,” 


anſwered ſhe with, ſome ſpirit, or ever 


A fuſpect ſuch a thing? +» 


« Then if you do not already know i u, 


| N „ let me now tell you how I have loved, 


6e how followed, and how doted on you ! 
« Here,” cotitinued he (opening his 

waiſtcoatand producing the loſt breaſt-bow) 

*© 7þjs has been the companion of my me- 


e Jancholy hours; to bis I fly in raprure 


MF 


from the jewels, the pomp, the glare 
« with which my hared nuptials are to be 
« praced,”—He then, with the perfuaſion 


| 3 truth, and with the eloquence of true 


affection, repeated every occurrence that 


had fatally conſpired to draw him into his 


engagement with Cecilia, to which he added 


a new inſtance of the amiable mind of his 


intended bride - he had on his knees im- 


plored her .to reject him —had offered to 
make over to her, or any r huſband, 


1. | | his 
hy . ” 
; 8 Ls ; N ' 
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his right to her father's eſtate had con- 


feſſed his heart was engaged. The unfeel- 


ing woman anſwered, ſhe was once deficient 


in her duty, but would now be an obedient 


daughter—He bewailed in a guſh of ſor- 
row his wretched fate—ſolemnly deplored 


his exiſtence, and prayed that the life of her 


he adored might be one continued ſcene of 
happineſs. 

The die was now caſt; ingenuous, open- 
hearted, and generous, Anna's ſoul was on 
her lips, reſolutely determined to perſevere 
in giving him up—himſelf reſigned to his 
lot; no indelicacy could no, ſhe thought, 
be imputed to her for revealing her ſenti- 
ments in accents which, to the raptured 


ears of Herbert, were the muſic of the 


ſpheres. She acknowledged her attachment 
to him, lamented the concurrent misfor- 
tunes, which, in the moment it was in her 
power to render them both happy, had 
eternally ſeparated them; yet ſhe conjured 


him to call reaſon to his aid, to recollect 
che infinite obligations himſelf and family 
were under to Sir William Edwin. As to 


Vor- IV. . herſelf, 
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"herſelf, hhefolemnly 8 for his ſake, 
never to marry. But, Charles,” continued 
ſhe, her voice loſt in her emotions, we 
© muſt meet no more; — the moment that 
« you wks a _ 1 fly my 1 for 
ve, ever.“ l 

12 exceſs TX: joy FE grief, a in 
one mind, could annihilate the body, Her- 
bert muſt have expired, 

. His Anna, the woman he idolized, who 
he had not dared to hope thought of him 
with partiality, returned his paſſion in a 
ſtrain of modeſt re&ified tenderneſs, owned 
her loye, yowing to live and lament him 
in a ſtate of joyleſs celibacy; were it to be 
believed? 
Talk not of the world, or of its cen- 
<. ure, deareſt Anna,” ſaid he, throwing 
| himſelf in a tranſport at her feet, the uni- 
«« yerſe ſhould. not prevent your grateful 
“Herbert from thus thanking his Anna, 
& his charming love; let me for this one 
% moment. call you ſo—for one moment 
e preſs this hand to my throbbing heart, 


« Oh, Anna! there 1 is one way - you talk 
| 66 * of 
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« of leaving your country, let us go toge- 


ö 
1 ther, let us fly; whoſe feelings bal we 
wound? not Cecilia's, for ſhe—”: : / | 
l % Hold, Sir,“ interrupted Anna, — 5 
© we ſhould wound the heart of Lady Ce- 
« cilia, of your mother, of every thinking 
n being; —we ſnhould give a mortal ſtab to 
L our own characters; the cauſe of honour 
* and of gratitude would ſuffer, whenever 
sour hames were mentioned. Go, Sir, 
m f (with indignation, and a look that petri- 
42 fied poor Herbert) learn to reſpect Vir- 
d YN tue—lether paths be ever ſo thorny, they 
in es lead to peace. We ſeparate for ever. 
ve es Once you bade me remember your parting 
words; they are engraved on my heart. 
N * You then believed me engaged—your ho- 


* nour bade you tear yourſelf away—and 
* what has Ann Trevannion done to give 
*you ſuch contemptible ideas of her? 
Adieu, Mr. Herbert; forget this inter- 
* view, and be happy.“ Err: Doe pt” 
The. haſty ſteps ſhe was taking during 
is part of the converſation, ſoon brought 
er in view of her ſervants, Herbert fol- 
VV 
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| 
lowed—*< One word only—and can you— 


as ſhe quickened her pace, motioning with 
her hand for him to go“ yet ſtay,” as ſhe 
was leaving the garden half turning, 
e Well, Sir; what would you _ 9” 
Are we then pray? 3 N 
We are for ever.“ ho” 
ee Farewel then for ever, and for ever!“ 
and with a look of diſtraction he darted 
from her ſight—ſcarce able to ſtand, her 
ſervants aſſiſted her into the carriage. 
Now I am eaſy,” ſaid Anna, burſting 
into tears; and ſhe returned home more 
eager for her Bath Journey than ſhe had 
left it, before her ſtroll in RY 
Gardens. 


CHAP. LXXXVII. 
An Accident. 


Mes. Wellers was in St. James's-ſquare 
before our heroine ; ſhe found Mr. Mor- 


fant and Bently with her, who, with Man- 


; el, were lamenting the decline of her health. 
* | The 
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The viſible traces of grief in her looks 
drew the particular attention of her uncle. 


My deareſt niece,” cried he, what is it 


that thus continually clouds your counte- 
% nance ? Why is it always ſo ſadly over- 
« caft ? I ſhall, when we come from Bath, 
be quite ready, to return to Jamaica; but 
if I do not ſee an alteration in you, how 
« ſhall J prevail on myſelf to leave you ?” 
The ſtarting tear that accompanied this 
kind inquiry; ſpread its infe&ion over all 
preſent ; their looks ſpoke a language of 
ſenſibility to which their tongue gave not 
utterance ; and the general ſadneſs of her 
friends was but ill calculated to raiſe the 
depreſſed ſpirits of Anna; for although the: 
had been ſo unreſerved to Mrs. Wellers and 
Mr. Manſel, and ſo explicit to Herbert, 
there was ſomething too ſhocking to female 


delicacy, and too humiliating to virgin. 


pride, in any farther confeſſion of the ſource: 
of her melancholy. | 
Had it been within the compaſs of hu- 
man exertion to -remove. with honour the: 
obſtacles to her wiſhes, it is. moſt probable 
H 3 her 
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her confidence in the indulgence of her un- 
cle, and the tried friendſhip of Mr. Bently, 


might have conquered the repugnance 
every modeſt female feels to acknowledge 
a ſecret paſſion, but in her caſe the obliga- 


tions of friendſhip, of honour, of gratitude, 


and blood, were leagued ; when one of them 
would have been quite ſufficient, in ſuch a 


mind as Anna's, to baniſh every idea of 
hope. As it could therefore anſwer no 


purpoſe: but that of diftrefling her friends, 
ſhe waved the ſubſect; and affecting eaſe, 


her heart was a ſtranger to, propoſed be- 
ginning the journey to Bath that afternoon: 


to the happy, ſhe obſerved, ow places were 
alike. 
Sweet girl, 2 ſobbed Bently, « if tlioy 


$6: thouldftnothe happy, I ſhall be a lunatic 


ea ſecond time!” Alarmed at this friendly 
menace, Anna flew to the good old man; 


and dropping on the hand he was extend- 
ing towards her, tears of grateful love, ſhe 


promiſed much more than it was in her 

power to perform. 
'Tis not in nature to conceive a more 
beautiful 


* 
_ 


- W beautiful picture than the one at that inſtant 
'» Wl exhibited in the anxious friendly looks of 
© I the white-headed Bently; ſoothed by the 
gentle tenderneſs of the lovely Anna, the 
ſcene grew too intereſting : Bently ran out 
Jof the room, as he ſaid, to order the car- 
riages; and their baggage being before 
2 ready, Anna left London, though in ſuch 


0 WF wretched than when ſhe had before parted 


„from the buſy ſpotunallied and unprovided 


©, for. Mrs. Wellers and Anna travelled in 


eher poſt-chaiſe; Mr. Bently, Mordant, and 
Manſel, in the former's coach; and Polly 


© Dalton, with Mrs. Wellers' maid, in Mr. 
BB Mordant's chaiſe. 55 

They ſet out at ſix, intending to ſleep at 
1c I Salt Hill: Anna repoſed the moſt unlimit- 
ly WW &d confidence in Mrs. Wellers; ſhe repeated 
do her, during the ride, the interview with 


| 


d- Herbert, and found ſo much comfort in 
he that good woman's ſympathetic tenderneſs, 
er and by her efforts to inſpire her with pati- 

ence and reſignation to the unavoidable 
re 


I 4 Hill, 
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brilliant circumſtances, more internally 


evils of this life, that when they got to Salt 
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tendant, which was thankfully accepte 
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Fill, our heroine had very little inclination 


to put a period to a converſation which 
was no leſs intereſting than ſoothing to her 
unquiet mind; ſhe therefore wiſhed, if it 


would not fatigue her friends, as it was 


moonlight, and their ſuit too large to fear 
any danger, to go on to Reading ; her will 
was always that of her friends, and they 
proceeded on their journey. 

As the two ladies were too much taken 
up with the ſubject of their converſation to 
obſerve objects as they paſſed, the drivers 
not being ordered to ſtop, went rapidly by 
a coach which had loſt a wheel; but the 
gentlemen who followed being leſs engaged, 
ſtopped and found a gentleman, bis wife, 
two young ladies, and a maid ſervant in 
great diſtreſs: as the lady was not in a con- 


dition to bear much fatigue, being far ad- 


vanced in her pregnancy, and the coach 
too much damaged to proceed, Mr. Bently 


very politely offered his carriage to the 


lady, her daughters, and their female at- 
d; 


and 


lars, when a ſcream from Anna interrupted- 


„% madam? And how is dear Mr, Mel- 


z 
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and as they were within one mile of Read- 
ing, the gentlemen followed on foot. 

When our heroine alighted at the King's, 
Arms, ſhe wondered the coach did not im- 
mediately follow; ſoon, however, it ap- 
peared very differently. filled from what 
ſhe expected ;. ſhe was told of the accident,, 
and immediately waited on. the lady, who 
received her very. politely,. and apologized 
for. the trouble ſhe had given, which had 
been the means of detaining the gentlemen; 
ſhe was proceeding to recount the particu- 
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her. © It is Mrs. Melmoth,” cried ſhe; 
% and this is my Eliza; her features are. 
not altered, and they were too dear to 
e me to be forgotten.” Embracing them 
both, How fat you are grown, my dear 


e moth? Is this little Sophia ?”—* Ves, 
*©and Kitty too?“ 

Mrs. Melmoth's cool reception of her 
careſſes, as well as the very reſerved air with 
which both ſhe and her daughter received 
them, though it hurt Anna, may be very 
H _ eaſily 
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eafily accounted for; her growth, the altera- 
tion in her perſon, and the appearance of 
affluence that ſurrounded her, were cir- 
cumſtances that could not poſſibly bring to 
Mrs. Melmoth's mind the poor, friendleſs, 
little orphan ſhe had diſcarded five years 


and ſhe was trying at recollection, when 
Mr. Melmoth and Anna's friends entered. 
My dear,“ ſaid Mrs. Melmoth, „this 
© lady does Eliza and me the honour of 
< recognizing us; but I can't for my life 
« recolle& where I have ſeen her.” Anna 
| ſmiled ; the inquiries from the gentlemen 
of the health of Lady Anna after her jour- 
ney, puzzled Mr. Melmoth ; but after a 
moment's earneſt examination of her face, 
« cannot be miſtaken,” ſaid he, this 
„ muſt be our Anna; there is not ſuch ano- 
ce ther ſet of features in the world.” „ Yes, 
* my dear, my reſpected inſtructor,“ an- 
ſwered ſhe, turning her willing cheek to 
his ſalute, My ever dear benefactreſs, it 
«is your Anna.—Behold, Sir,” to her 
| ande, ce the firſt real friends of my youth. 
| cc Oh [ 
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ago; yet the features were familiar to her, 


tl 
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« Oh! my Eliza, a hundred fold will I 


e pay you for all the goodneſs of your pa- 
t rents. l cannot, indeed,” ſhe continued, 


e procure you a Mrs. Barlow, but I will be 
« your governeſs myſelf.— The leffons I 
ce learnt from your papa, his daughter 
“ ſhall receive from me.” While thus in 
the grateful effuſion of her affectionate 
heart ſhe was making profeſſions, which 
were as fincere an natural, the gentlemen 


were exchanging civilities, and Mrs. Mel- 


moth ſoon underſtanding how amply it was 
in her power to perform her promiſes, and 


being in a fituation that wanted a friend 
bad enough, that family congratulated her, 


and each other, on this happy rencontre ; 
all was joy, was harmony; even Herbert 
was for the time forgotten : they ſat up till 
the morning was far advanced; and when 


they retired, our heroine enjoyed, what was 


very unuſual with her, a ſound and refreſh- 
ing ſleep, from which ſhe did not awake 
till near noon. 

Mrs. Wellers felt little leſs pleaſure 1 


the parties moſt concerned in this joyful 
H 6 meeting; 
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meeting; it was particularly grateful to 


her, from its happening at a period when 
the mind of her young friend ſtood in ſuch 


need of being diverted from one object; 
and her pleaſure at the effect it had on 
Anna rendered her a troubleſome gueſt at 
the inn; for if ſhe had been to rule, not a 
bell ſnould have rung or a footſtep been 
heard to diſturb the ſweet ſlumber in which 
ſhe found her friend. 

When they met at breakfaſt, the reſpe& 
of the Melmoths was increaſed, by having 
heard Mr. Mordant repeat the particulars 


of Anna's birth and rank. 


Mr. Melmoth had a mind above the 
impreſſions of intereſt ; his love to his Pet 


could not be increaſed by her affluence, 
but it might by her improved accompliſh- 


ments, by the diſplay of thoſe ſentiments 
and principles he had, ſo much to his ho- 
nour, taught her early years; and the felf- 
applauſe naturally refulting from the re- 
flection on a laudable action, gave him 
ſuch a particular flow of ſpirits as diffuſed 
chearfulneſs to all the company. — Mrs. 
% | Melmoth, 


te 
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Melmoth, though ſhe conſented with a good 
grace to what ſhe could not help, never- 
theleſs longed to figure away again, and 
was ready to worſhip Anna, by whoſe means 
ſhe promiſed herſelf that gratification, as 
well as that of locking into confuſion the 
baſe calumniators who had ſo unprovokedly 
injured her character. She attempted, 
though not without ſome confuſion, to 
apologiſe for her conduct at parting with 
Anna, but her generous diſpoſitton would 


not ſuffer 1t—Indeed he had long forgot- 


ten, as far as related to any one but Lord 
Sutton and Frajan, every diſagreeable part 
of that event, while their many acts of 
kindneſs and affection were conſtantly re- 
collected She longed to make thoſe happy 


who had fo largely contributed to make her 


ſo, by giving her an education which ena- 
bled her to fill her elevated ftation with 


ſuch credit to herſelf and delight to her 


friends. 

She had heard enough of their affairs to 
be certain they were not above pecuniary 
aid; but her delicacy threw ſo many ob- 


ſtacles 
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ſtacles in the way of her offering it—ſhe at 


that moment conceived it a leſs difficult 
taſk to aſk a favour than to confer one. 
- Embarraſſed by the generoſity of her own 


feelings, it was long before ſhe could take 


courage to aſk to ſpeak with Mr. and Mrs. 
Melmoth alone; nor was ſhe nearer getting 


over her diffidence from her being without 


any witneſs of the goodneſs of her heart. 
Mr. Melmoth, however, led to the wiſh- 


ed for ſubject, by remarking how very for- 


tunate they had been in this meeting, as 
the chance of their returning to England 
had been determined by the wickedneſs of 


old Mr. Aſhby, father-in-law to his ſiſter, 


who had a mortgage on his eſtate; and, 
notwithſtanding, for the laſt five years, they 
had lived with the utmoſt ceconomy, giving 
up the rents towards paying the arrears 
due, (which he owned to be a capital ſum) 


he had now given him notice of a fore- 
_ cloſure, 


Anna could then Seek Oh, Sir, 
ſaid ſhe, I have never felt the happineſs 
a of riches fo much as at this moment; 


66 permit 
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permit me to advance you the ſum that 
« will make you eaſy—Let the orphan, 
« who owes you more than worlds, be the 
e humble means of felicity to thoſe whoſe 
« goodneſs has been the ſource of benefits 
« to her no money can repay.” 

This, offer was teo acceptable to Mr. 


| Melmoth not to be received with pleaſure, 


and acknowledged with gratitude, —He, 
however, conditioned to tranſact the mat- 
ter with her uncle (that gentleman being a 
better judge of the ſecurity) and he to have 
the ſole eſtabliſhment of Eliza. 

Her eagerneſs to ſerve Mr. Melmoth 
would not ſuffer her to delay a moment 
acquainting her friends with his ſituation, 
and the ſteps ſhe wiſhed to take—it was 
enough for Mr. Bently that Anna ſaid it 
be had more money than he knew what to 
do with at his banker's—he would give his 
draft immediately. 

Mr. Mordant would on no account give 
up the pleaſure of paying the debts of his 
niece, and Anna decided the friendly con- 
teſt, by deſiring Mr. Mordant to go with 

Mr. 
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contempt were equally excited by one 
among them, finely gilt and ornamented, 
wich the hateful name of Sutton. Ill health 
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Mr. Melmoth to the Lodge, and begging 


Bently to eſcort her to Bath, whither ſhe “ 
invited Mrs. Melmoth and her family to 


accompany her, and remain there till the 
Lodge was in order to receive her. 

This met the approbation of all parties, 
and the next morning they ſeparated on 
their different tours; Mr. Bently's care 
out-travelled his fair companions—a large 

Teady-furniſhed houſe being aired and. 


ready to receive e them. b 
CHAP. LXXXVIIE 

| Another Diſcovery. | 

E EY were ſoon ſettled, and as ſoon 

known; not a perſon of diſtinction at the 


Bath, but left a ticket at the door of the 
beautiful Welch heireſs—her ſurpriſe and 


and 
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— 


and fatigue were very good reaſons for the 
ladies keeping houſe, and admitting no 
company for the firſt two or three days: 
Wilkinſon, calling in his way to Wales, 
was perſuaded to ſtay the day there; and 
Mrs. Melmoth entreated Anna (as they had 
now a beau) to walk out. 

« And pray, madam,“ ſaid the good- 
humaured Bently, © what do you make of 
« Mr. Manſel and me?“ Oh,” an- 
ſwered ſhe gaily, a couple of good old 
«© women, who ſtand in need of protectors 
« yourſelves; my Eliza ſhall take care of 
you both.” 

Out they ſallied Almoſt the firſt abject 
that ſtruck their eyes was Lord Sutton— 
© Good heavens!” cried Mrs. Melmoth, 
* as J live and breathe there is Anna's old 
e {wain—Nay, nay, don't be ſo alarmed, 
* child; ſee, he has a bigger woman by 
ee half than you.” Anna was indeed 
ſtartled—The evils ſhe had ſuffered thro? 
his means had implanted in her mind an 


abhorrence mingled with fear, and though 
now ſafe from inſult of any kind in his 


power 
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power to offer, ſhe could not forget how 
hoſtile to her peace he had ever been. 
Mrs. Melmoth and Mrs. Wellers both 
longed to mortify him, and joined in beg- 
ging Anna to aſſiſt them; the former de- 


claring ſhe would part with her little finger 


to have the triumph of introducing Lady 
Ann to him She at length conſented, and 
they drew near an object almoſt beneath 
contempt. 


The paſſion he bad really felt for our 


heroine, and the diſappointment of all his 
hopes, had increaſed a bilious diſorder con- 


tracted in India, which, though kept under, 
by dint of care and attention, for many 


years, was now increaſed to a violent and 
dangerous degree; which, with ſome other 


chronical complaints, the effect of his free 
living, gave prognoſtics of a ſpeedy diſſo- 


lution— His ſkin, at all times reſembling 


more the walnut than the lily, was now 
changed to a dingy ſaffron; the white of 
his hollow eyes was of the ſame hue, and 
the erect carriage of his body changed to a 
meagre ſtoop. On his arm Ob! reader, 


pity 
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pity even him—hung a tall, ſhowy woman, 
of twenty-ſeven, whoſe bold eye wandered 
in ſearch of prey from face to face of 
every male ſhe met, and when they were 
encountered by an acquaintance, which 
was at every third ſtep, the wanton tongue 
and learing look, fignificantly painted to 
their contempt the dying wretch who ſup- 
ported her, and who, from his ſoul, hated 
as much as he feared her. 

His poor diſeaſed body, covered in May 
with furs, bis ſhort breath, and hectic 
cough, formed a ſad contraſt to the tawdry, 
launt ing, and expenſive trapping, the athle- 
tic ſtride, and ſtrong muſcular looks of his 
companion : to finiſh the group, ready to 
offer his obſequious arm, to ſmile at her 


wit, to echo her laugh, and to return her 


ſly wink at his patron (at whoſe expence 
he now ſhone forth in a freſh ſuit of regi- 
mentals) followed Stevens, the humble toad- 
eater of the little great man. 

« Ah!” ſaid Mrs. Melmoth, © for hea- 
© ven's ſake, dear Lady Ann, quicken your 
- pace; we ſhall loſe him at laſt: Ah, un- 
© ' fortunate 
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& fortunate ! ſee, he goes into that ſhop.” 
Bently comforted her, with the information 
of its being Bull's Library, and that they 
might follow him. Behold him,” con- 


tinued the good old man, * hardly for an 


* honeſt man, paſt the prime of his days, 


bending double with infirmities, a burden 
to himſelf, an antidote to the creature of 
his vices: no pitying friend, no kind 
& Anna, to ſooth and chear him in the dark 
* hour of pain, but a common proſhitute, 
“and the venal companion of his wicked- 
neſs, a ſubaltern in his own dirty corps; 
* who, by pimping and fawning, obtained 
& a pair of colours, where it was a ſcandal 
to ſerve :—how ghaſtly an image of fin 
« he looks!“ 1 5 

They were by this time at the door of 
the ſhop: Mrs. Melmoth entered firſt ; 
Lord Sutton knew Mr. Melmoth was re— 
turned to England. Mr. Aſhby, a man 
not more famous for his riches, than for the 


o 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


infamous mode of acquiring them, had, in 


the affair of Melmoth Lodge, acted as agent 
to the noble Lord, who impatiently waited 
the 
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the re-eſtabliſhment of his health, again to 
reviſit that delightful retreat, not as for- 


merly, to pay viſits, or to lay plots for the 


ſeduction of innocence, but to purchaſe it, 
as he ſaid, and, as Mr. Aſhby hoped, to re- 
turn it to the family. Cool enough, there- 
fore, was his ſalutation to Mrs. Melmoth; 
he hoped her huſband was well, without 


booking off the pamphlet he was reading, 
or Charlotte Madan's vouchſafing to accom- 


pany her glance with a bend of the knee: 
the man of the ſhep, however, knew the 
Trevannion livery, and, in a great buſtle, 
told his Lordſhip, Lady Ann Trevannion, 
the greateſt beauty, and the greateſl for- 
tune in the place, was coming in. Diſap- 
pointment and illneſs, which had reduced 
him to a ſkeleton, had not yet killed his 
vanity ; his moſt pleaſing looks were called 
forth, and he arole at her entrance. 

A ſpectre could not have ſtricken him 
with more aſtoniſhment : his friend Dalton 
had not again tempted his anger, with any 
farther account of the fugitive Anna; and 
he had given her up with a reluctance that 

nad 
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had actually injured his health; and a com- 
plication of diſorders had ſince fully em- 
ployed kis time. 

Deſerted by thoſe gay companions with 
whom he delighted to mix, when well, but 
who ever fly from fickneſs and misfortune, 
he had been, while in London, ſhut up 
with Villars and the low-bred Stevens; the 
latter, alike ignorant of men and manners 
in genteel life, amuſed him with anecdotes 
out of the ſcandalous chronicle, laughed at 
his wit, and, for the thouſandth time, ap- 


plauded his Aſiatic exploits : it was there- 


fore unlikely, public and much talked of 


as her hiſtory was, it ſhould reach him; 


how then could he expect to meet in the 


celebrated heireſs, the poor girl, whom he 


had robbed of her friends in ſo cruel a 
manner, 

His firſt emotions were thoſe of joy at 
meeting her; but when he ſaw how ſur- 
rounded with friends, who loved and re- 
ſpected her, abounding with the wealth, he 
had but lately found would x do every 

| thing, and inheriting, in her own natural 
right 
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right, that rank and title ſo ineſtimable in 
his eyes, and for which he deemed no ſacri- 
fice an equivalent, the ſhame and mortifi- 
ith Nation was too much even for him. He was 
making toward the door, when another face 
more appalling to him than her's, met his 
eyes; it was Wilkinſon ; who, advancing, 
the Ibegged to have the honour of reminding 
his Lordſhip of their laſt converſation; in 
which he had told him, he would not let him 
reſt till juſtice was done to the injured cha- 
ater of Anna Manſel. He told him, the 
providence of heaven had anticipated the 
amends he demanded, which was that of 
manifeſting her innocence ; and the ſame 
power would now have the effect of expoſ- 
ng his guilt in this world, previous to the 
grand reckoning in the next. | 

© Who,” faid Bently, eagerly, to Mrs. 
Wellers, “ is this young man ?”—* A 
* Welch acquaintance of Manſel's,” an- 
et] ſhe, and a fine ſpirited fellow he 
he is. — Wilkinſon continued, — SY 
: * When I behold that decayed 6 
convulſed, as it now is, with guilt,— 
ng c that 
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<* that countenance, where the traits of evil 
actions ſo ſtrongly counteract the indul- 
* gences wrinkled infirmity would elſe be- 
© ſpeak, —thoſe hoary locks, vainly tor- 
© tured to conceal the whiteneſs, which, 
in virtuous age, would claim reſpect, 1 
feel a ſoftneſs riſing into pity, for the de- 
« faced | image of God ;—but when I turn 
e my eye to that ſweet flower, when! 
&* conſider, it is to a ſucceſſion of miracu- 
© lous events we now owe her eſcape from 
ce your infernal arts; that her lovely perſon 
© has not been contaminated; that her 
© countenance, where the hand of nature 
«has ſo legibly written angel, is not rob- 
bed of its moſt attractive graces, inno- 
© cence, and modeſty ; that her mind, 
<« wherein benevolence, purity, and every 
* female excellence reſide, is not corrupted, 
& and that by a wretch, who is as much 
„e from perſonal, as mental demerits, an 
© antidote to women of common decency, 
* pity is no more, indignation uſurps its 
* place. The day of reckoning as to this 
«© world, is at hand. Here, by the moſt 

. lucky. 


vil 
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« lucky accident are all the parties but one, 
“ho has for the preſent eſcaped, who 
ee durſt accuſe that lady.—You, Madam,” 
to Mrs. Melmoth, „are called on, by the 
« laws of - honour and juſtice, to expoſe 
« this diſgrace of nobility.” 


Let me pals, ſcoundrel, ” ſaid Lord 


| Sutton, in a fury—Stevens, make way.— 


, *© If Stevens ſtirs, my Lord,” anſwered 
Wilkinſon coolly, © he our” over thoſe ba- 
“ luſtrades,” | 

What, do you mean to murder me, vil- 
lain?“ -The company now interpoſed. 
Mrs. Melmoth was vexed ſhe had urged 
this interview ; and Anna, who knew not, 
in her own practice, what revenge was, | 
begged Wilkinſon to let him go; ſhe ſaid 
ſhe was the offended perſon. 

“Pardon me, Lady Ann,” anſwered the 
reſolute young man, *© as being the repre- 
« ſentative of beauty, innocence, and vir- 
* tue, you are offended ;—but it is thoſe 


* divine attributes themſelves which that 


* man has injured. His whole life has 
been one continued ſcene of outrage to 
Yor, IV. I 6 one 
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* one or other of them I cannot mean 
« to hurt his crazy perſon, but, ſee you 
% not, it is his ſoul that ſhakes :—Core, 
my Lord, be ſeated.” Here, drawing 
out his watch, and ſhewing it to him,— 
one half hour will—l wiſh to hold con- 
« verſe with you.“ He was proceeding, 
when, to the utter amazement of the com- 
pany, the noble Lord fainted away, the 
man of the ſhop fortunately catching him 
in time to prevent his fall. 

The ladies were alarmed, and Charlotte 
abuſive, not that ſhe cared a pin for the 
ſituation of her noble keeper, but ſhe had 
an inveterate hatred to modeſty ; it excited 
her ire wherever ſhe met it, and ſhe never 
miſſed an opportunity of teſtifying this 
amiable diſpoſition. 

From her, and from her appearance, the 
gentle ſoul of Anna ſhrunk with abhorrence; 
and Bently, taking hold of Wilkinſon's 
arm, ſaid, be merciful, young man; there 
is in your countenance, what ſhocks that 
* monſter of guilt more than all your vir- 
Gf tuous indignation can utter. I am my- 

e ſelf 
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& ſelf ſcarce recovered from a fit of horror 
« at your voice and looks; he, I am ſure, 
* can bear neither. See, he revives. Suf- 
e fer him to depart whither fate and his 
* own 1nclination lead him: his teſtimony 
“in her favour is an inſult to Ore Ann. 
Let him go.“ 

r Jou are at liberty to depart, my Lord, 

ſaid Lady Ann; I ü forgive you. ou 
are indiſpoſed. I am ſorry we came in.“ 

Without attending to her, his eye fixed 
on Wilkinſon, he told him he was ready, 
he was prepared for the half hour, and re- 
queſted him to come near him. I will 
< hear,” he continued, all you have to 
s ſay, akin you have gratified me in one 
* point—let me ſee your watch.” 
Ah, my Lord, you ſhall hold it, if you 
<« pleaſe.” 

He took in his hand, trembling violent- 
ly, and, looking on the locket which was 
faſtened to the chain, and on Wilkinſon, 
| alternately, the tears rolling down his 
cheeks, at length, with fighs and groans he 
could not now reſtrain : 

12 This 
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<© This trinket I need not aſk for,—I 


<© know, I feel it was thy mother's; and 
„thou wilt, in thy turn, feel horror, when 


ce thou art told thou art“ his voice fink- 


ing into a faint whiſper, —** my /on.” 
Amazement kept all dumb but Bently, 

whoſe ſighs, though leſs audible, were bit- 

ter, and who, with his hand on his boſom, 


ſeemed waiting the event, in agitation not 


to be deſcribed. 

Anna went to him, and, ſuppoſing him 
affected, as they all were, at what was paſ- 
ſing, the unhappy malady he had been af- 
Hlicted with always in her thoughts, when 
ſhe ſaw him unuſually moved, —ſhe begged 


him to retire into an adioining room with 
her ;—he did ſo, —and there, ſupported by 


his charming young friend, he gave vent 


to the oppreſſion of his heart; and, (ina 


yoice ſcarce articulate from his agitations) 
told her, Wilkinſon's mother was his wife! 
Anna ſtarted with ſurprize and ſympathy. 

« Oh! too fure, cried he, ſhe was! ſe- 

£« duced, ruined, and abandoned, by this 

40 villain Where, oh where, —in what 

& obſcure 
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© obſcure corner of the earth did ſhe finiſh 
her wretched being ?—lt was in her fate 
felt my Anna's;—ber cataſtrophe made 
e me tremble for thine. —His name was a 
6 ſuficient proof of baſeneſs, and your 
* avoiding him of innocence. 
Pear, 11]-fated wife of my ſoul !—but 
<« let me not think of her.” 
Her voice ſtill vibrates bn my raviſhed 
ear; ſtill melting there, and with voluprtu- 
ous ſweetneſs, thrilling e my heart. 
—Oh! to forget her. — 0 
Anna wept in perfect agony at this re- 
newal of grief in a friend ſhe now more 
than ever revered ; ſhe perſuaded him to go 
no more into the preſence of a man, who 
bad ſo deeply injured him; he, indeed, de- 
terred as much by his own principles, which 
held duelling but as murder palliated, as 
by the pitiable ſtate in which he was, which 
took away every thought of revenge, wiſh- 
ed not evermore to behold the wretch , who, 
in return for his friendſhip and hoſpitality, 
had ruined his peace, and robbed him of 
every earthly happineſs ; he therefore went 
1 out 
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out at a ſide door, telling Anna, at parting, 
that as now in her ſweet ſociety, and in her 
promiſe of never driving from her preſence 
an old man that loved her, he promiſed 
himſelf ſome few days of peace; and 
though Wilkinſon was the ſon of a villain, 
he was alſo the offspring of his loſt Caro- 
line, and he might, 1n time, wiſh to be 
better known to him ; he would chuſe it 


| ſhould be in his own name and character. 


« You will, therefore, Lady Ann,” added 
he, announce me to your friends by my 

real name, which is Summers. The 
( cauſefor changing it will reveal itfelf.” 
When ſhe returned to the company, ano- 
ther affecting ſcene preſented itſelf. Wil- 
kinſon was at that time bending his knee to 


Sutton, whoſe looks betrayed how little his 


conſcience told him he merited refpect, 


though, from his own ſon, the time was ap- 


proaching, of which his feelings gave him 
but a melancholy preſage, when art, plau- 


| fibility, or even riches, would not avail. 


A martyr to diſeaſe, unconnected with 
any of thoſe bleſſed ties that, in ſoft ſym- 
pathy 
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pathy and reſpectful love, can footh the 
ſtern approach of death, drawing near to 
that omnipotent Being, whoſe commands 
had all been broken, but from whoſe awful 
ſentence of retribution his ſoul ſhrunk with 
terror, he had vainly varied the ſcene from 
place to place. 

He had in a paroxyſm of rage turned 
the unoffending Villars out of his houſe, to 
which, though in poverty, and experiencing 
the reverſe of fate, which in her unenvied 
ſituation, is ſure to be the object of triumph 
to the world, ſhe refuſed to return; but 
though he could thus brutally hector over 
this poor woman, whoſe caſe was the more 
pitiable, as her heart had never ſhared in 
either the fin or ſhow of her ſituation, he 
wanted ſpirit to aſſume the maſterſhip of 
his own houſe at Bath, where a wretch, 
whoſe exiſtence was a ſcandal to ſociety, 
lived in ſplendour ; making the man who 
ſupported her the common theme of her 
mirth among her abandoned affociates : for 
this reaſon he put off his journey to Bath, 
though adviſed to make it, as the only re- 

Ta medy, 
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medy, till he was almoſt unable to perform 
the journey; at laſt, under the protection 
of Stevens, he had ventured to n 
his own houſe. 
This conſequential perſon was the ſon of 
a fiſherman, who had been ſent a cadet to 
India, by the intereſt of a handſome houſe- 
maid (his relation) to a Director, and who 
by implicitly obeying the private as well as 
public commands of his then Colonel, had 
obtained from him a Lieutenant's commiſ- 
fion, and was farther honoured with being 
his conſtant and only companion. 
It happened very unfortunately for this 
perſon, that his going to India was not 
fixed on earlier, as Lord Sutton left that 
part of the world within two years after his 
arrival there; ſo that it was only in that juſt 
diſtingutſher of merit's power, to put him 
over the heads of a ſcore or two of young 
men of ſome pretenſions; weak ones in- 
deed, it muſt be confeſſed, ſuch as melting 
under the torrid zone, from their infancy, 


- warring with infidels, and loſing their 


blood 1n the company's ſervice; trifles of 
ſmall 
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ſmall importance in comparifon with the 
intereſt of a great man; and wholly diſre- 
garded, till the Colonel left the country, 
when his ſucceſſor, although he had ſtrong- 
ly recommended Stevens, not ſeeing with 
his eyes, and having no occaſion for the 
private ſervices of ſo clever a fellow, was, 
unfortunately for him, of opinion he had 
already advanced higher in rank than he 
could ever merit, and gave him to under- 
ſtand, there was but one way to retain a 
promotion in his idea very ill beſtowed ; 
Stevens, always good at a hint, followed his 
patron, and contrived to render himſelf as 
neceſſary to Lord Sutton in England, as he 
had been to Colonel Gorget in India. 

But the interview with Wilkinſon, and 
that young man's ſenſe and ſpirit, the ge- 
nuine emblems of the honour and rectitude 
of his principles, opened a new ſcene ; it 
gave Lord Sutton, 1n the offspring of his 
own blood, a deſirable companion for his 
heavy hours, an eligible protection from 
the inſults to which his infirm ſtate ſub- 
jected a man whom nobody eſteemed, and 

I; "-- an 
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an opportunity of appeaſing the unceaſing 
| torments of his conſcience, by making ſome 
reparation for his cruelty to the woman 


he had deſtroyed, in acting kindly to her 


ſon. But from what had paſt, he actually 
feared to offer Wilkinſon his protection, 
concluding that the diſcovery of his con- 
fangunity, by revealing the injuries of his 
mother, muſt impreſs him with ſentiments 


of hatred and conterpt for the author of 


them. 


Strong, indeed, were the conflicts in the 
boſom of his ſon ; it was not without great 


| Tepugnance he could prevail on himſelf to 


bend his knee to a man his heart was 
enured to abhor; but the agitation, the 
emaciated figure, the fond expreſſion of 
my ſon, my ſon, repeated in faint and faul- 
tering accents by a parent who looked as 


if quitting the world, ſoftened and affected 
the noble-minded Wilkinſon ;—he was in 


the attitude of kneeling when Anna en- 
tered the room. 


Lord Sutton attempted to riſe when he 
law her, but his weakneſs prevented that 
mark 
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mark of reſpect; he beſought her forgive- 
neſs, when he hoped the happy diſcovery 
of his ſon, who he would amply reward for 
his friendſhip to her, would induce her to 
grant; and that an event ſo very remark- 
able, might be the means of a general par- 
don ; to accelerate which, he would volun- 
tarily do her the juſtice that had been de- 
manded, and immediately related, without 
any other reſerve than what was due to dear 
ſelf, giving the credit of the villainy to his 
confederate Frajan ; all the ſchemes con- 
certed between them to draw her into his 
ſnares, avowing his full intention, when ſhe 
left Layton, to make her every honourable 
amends in his power. He congratulated 
her on her preſent rank, which was briefly 
hinted to him ; and being as able as willing 
to make atonement for the errors of his 
conduct, he entreated it might be no more 
remembered. 

Anna, for the firſt time in her life, felt 
herſelf obdurate to the pleas of penitence. 
* Atonement !”' ſhe repeated to herleif, 
« what atonement can be made to our 

I 6 * generou 
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©" nerous Summers ? what were the pangs 
of Lord Sutton to his? how can he ever 
« forgive the wretch by whoſe baſeneſs he 
5e was firſt deprived of his wife's honour, 
“ and then of his reaſon ?” ſhe had yet be- 
fore her the venerable old man ſtruggling 
with his ſorrow :—with that impreſſion on 
her mind, ſhe turned from Sutton with un- 
affected contempt and diſguſt. 
Mrs. Wellers, glad to ſee the proſpect 
that opened for Wilkinſon, and knowing 
the natural ſweetneſs of Anna's diſpoſition, 
ſaw her with wonder turn unmoved by the 
voice of repentance. Wilkinſon followed 
her retreating ſteps—** Will you not, Lady 
« Ann,” ſaid he, © forgive my father?“ 


For me, Sir,” anſwered ſhe, “ to for- 
8 - . i . . . o 
e give this unproſperous iniquity, is ealy ; 


« and he will, I preſume, make Mrs. Mel- 
„ moth amends for his ungrateful return 
to her goodneſs and hoſpitality. On 
«© you, Sir, who are his acknowledged ſon, 
he has the moſt ſacred claims; but there 
6 15 one, from whom I am juſt parted, with 
« the barbed arrow deep in his heart, from 
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ce whence no conceſſion, no repentance, no 

e Act of kindneſs can extract it; His an- 

« guiſh muſt, I fear, my Lord, embitter 

« your days, however happy ſuch a ſon, 

© and the revived attention of ſuch friends 
(looking at Mrs. Melmoth) may make 
| © you.” 

The friends of Anna were as much at a 
loſs & the guilty Lord; they could by no 
means develop her meaning. Obſerving the 
curioſity ſhe excited, © what arguments,” 
» | the continued, © what plea, or what pro- 
e © miſes will Lord Sutton uſe to prevail on 
d the huſband of Mr. Wilkinſon's mother, 
y * on my good Mrs. Wellers' friend Bently, 

« the kind protector of Anna Manſel, to 
r-“ forgive him? Who will be his advocate 
; * wich General Summers? Yes, Madam,” 
1- Jo Mrs. Wellers, there the calamity 
ra “originated that deprived our excellent 
n | © friend of his ſenſes!” 

Lord Sutton ſtarted with guilt and aſto- 
niſnment.—It was long fince the name of 
the unhappy General had been heard in the 
world, He had, it is true, whether from 


motives 


LA 
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motives of curioſity or fear I will not de- 
termine, made private inquiries after the 
man he had ſo barbarouſly injured, and 
learnt the dreadful conſequence of loſs of 
peace was loſs of reaſon; all farther re- 
ſearches proving fruitleſs, he concluded he 
had long joined the group of accuſing 
ſpirits ; which, whether from the burning 
climes of India, or the freezing ones of 
Iceland, are ſure to meet 1n the preſence 
of an avenging and juſt Creator, 
After a ſhort ſilence, 1 have none, 
«© Madam,” anſwered the ennobled culprit, 
but thoſe which flow from your perſuaſive 
&« lips; and be aſſured, if you will conde- 
e ſcend to plead my cauſe, or rather your 
« own, which is mercy and compaſſion in 
cc every ſucceeding act of my life, I will be 
t governed by you; and in earneſt of my 
< intention to court the applauſe of an an- 
« gel, I will begin with one I know will 
&« plead with you beyond all I can fay. 


* 


« Mrs. Melmoth, how it was poſſible for 


« you, ſo early in life, to involve yourſelves 


« fo, you beft know: — youy huſband's 
80 . grand: 
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grandfather with his eſtate, which, till 
the latter part of his life, was little more 
than half what he left his ſon, brought 
© up a large and expenſive family; all of 
whom are now in different lines reſpe&- 
able and valuable members of the com- 
> © munity, extending their influence and 
connections to different parts of the king - 
dom, while the heir and repreſentative of 


ce the family has been ſo extremely inatten- 
tive both to the honour and intereſt of 

© IF it, as to ſell the greateſt part, and deeply 

mortgage the reſt, of the ample eſtate he 

Ve FF inherited from his anceſtors.” 

le. vou muſt pardon this retroſpect— re- 


ſpect to the late worthy Mr. Melmoth, 
my firſt and beſt benefactor and friend, 
calls for it. My crimes will be to the 
advantage of your family ; the paternal 
eſtate ſhall once more be your own.” 
That it is already,” replied Mrs. Mel- 
Pech with ſpirit: “ Lady Ann's goodneſs 
| and generoſity have already furniſhed 
R Mr. Melmoth with means to ſecure that; 
Ind though ſo much better qualified for 
| « a reprover 
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*. a reprover than your Lordſhip, withou 
<« a ſingle reflection.“ | 


We, Madam,“ returned the mortifiec pf 
Peer, yy it will be to my honour to follo by 
her example; and that I may be ſur W 
** not to repeat the error, it ſeems, I hare ak 

* been guilty of, my favours ſhall be con | 
* ferred where no room has been giver / 
% for reproof. I have, as you now kno, 0 
a ſon; my fortune muſt be therefore oy 
« divided; but I will immediately ſettle i 
* five thouſand pounds on each of yout 5 
« daughters.” * 

% Will you, my Lord? ?” anſwered ſhe; hi 
© Why then I declare you will be ver n 
« good at laſt. And'— 1 
She was interrupted in acknowledge 5 

ments, which came but half cordial from 
her, by the intervention of Charlotte Ma. „ 
dan, who had no idea of ſtanding a flent 
ſpectator, while Lord Sutton gave away h k 
fortune by thouſands. F 
Come, come, my Lord, don't be i . 


diculous,“ ſaid the impenetrable woman, | 


do let us go; you have certainly an in. 
cc 6 fant 
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« ſane fit on you this morning. — Five 
© thouſand pounds indeed!“ 

Lady Ann and her party, finding what 
an addition was going to be added to their 


converſation, immediately left them, all but 


Wilkinſon; who, at his earneſt requeſt, 

accompanied Lord Sutton home, followed 

by Stevens and his charming miſtreſs. 
The Peer now conſcious of the happy 


contraſt in his ſituation, on entering his 


own houſe, from that in-which he had left 
it, was no ſooner in his library, than he 
revealed to his ſon the hatred he bore 
Madan ; and leaving the terms entirely to 
him, entreated him to clear the houſe of 
the infamous incumbrance before he came 
to it, which he hoped would be ſoon, for a 
continuance. Wilkinſon ſoon knew enough 
of his father's wiſhes to authoriſe an im- 
mediate alteration in his houſe ; he wanted 
not reſolution or underſtanding. Sorely 
againſt her will, the divine Charlotte was 
obliged to ſettle the terms of abdicating 
with him. He offered her 200]. a year for 
life, She refuſed to accept ir. He gave - 

| her 


\ 


v6 


« a conſtable, who will have directions to 
Cc 
quainted with the character of the man ſhe 


removed her valuables, and ſet off to Lon- 
don the ſame night. 


Villars was ſent for, as his Lordſhip's in- 


* 
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her an hour to reſolve in. She continued 
obſtinate. He then offered her 1001. She 


was outrageous. And,“ continued he, 
e if you do not in half an hour know your 
own intereſt, it ſhall be taught you by 


turn you out without any thing.“ Away 
went Madan to conſult her aſſociates; 
within the time ſhe returned, better ac 


had to deal with, accepted the annuity, 


Stevens was permitted to continue; and 


creaſing diſorders rendered a nurſe necel- 
ſary, and no one acquitted herſelf in that 
character ſo much to his ſatisfaction. At 
Wilkinſon's requiſition, and promiſe to 
provide for her, ſhe returned to her office, 
to the great joy of his Lordſhip. 


WE 2 CHAP. 
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16 CHAP. LXXXIX. 
e, 

ur 4 Truth will out. 

J 5 


to ML HIS ſudden fit of penitence in a man 
ay hoſe whole life has been one continued 
ene of wickedneſs, may well ſurpriſe my 
aders=the fact is, Lord Sutton was ſtill 
onfiftent—vanity and oſtentation were yet 
e ruling paſſions of his mind, a ſenſe of 
reſent guilt, and a dread of future puniſh- 
ent, aſſiſted perhaps a little by dame na- 
we in his feelings towards Wilkinſon, put 
im entirely off his guard in the recent diſ- 
overy of his fon ; but had that young man 
ome to him in the garb of poverty, deſti- 
te of wealth, and friendleſs, unprotected 
nd unprovided for, far, very far be it from 
e to inſinuate Lord Sutton could have 
ofiibly given way to the appearance of re- 
entance and paternal affection in ſuch a 
legree; the caſe was widely different; 
Vilkinſon was in a ſtate of genteel inde- 
endence, the reward of his own merit; 
he 
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he was moreover on the point of marriag b 
into an ancient and honourable family 
and his connections were of ſo valuable 
ſort, that he, who had been aiming at re 
ſpectability his whole life, without ſucceſs 
now ſaw an opening, through the offsprin 
of her he had deſtroyed, which he flatter 
himſelf might give him an opportunity ti 
form connections among that part of man 
kind he zow beheld in the moſt favourabl 
point of view—being wholly deſerted bull 
the flimſy undeſirable attachments his wall 
bad made, ſelf-intereſt, therefore, that un 
erring guide to minds like his, taught him 
no to aſſume the ſemblance of penitence 
and oftentation gave to Mr. Melmoth 
children what gratitude wanted power te 
enforce, He affected the moſt profound 
reſpe& for Lady Ann; nothing that had 
the ſanction of her approbation but met hi 
hearty concurrence, nor any thing ſhe dil 
liked would he bear to hear mentioned 
Miſs Herbert was the friend of Lady Ann 
how then could he be leſs than charmeq; 
with his intended ee tle 
| pla 


un of going to Wales ſo ſoon was what he 


id with reaſon, as it was in his power to 
t his fon above any kind of traffic, he had 
ght to his company till his health ſhould 
e reſtored ; which, though his diforder 


teat hopes of ; and as he much wiſhed to 
e Miſs Herbert, Wilkinſon wrote a ſtate 


atty to accompany her to Bath, previous 
their journey to Wales. 
Anna, whoſe natural abhorrence {till 


ton and reſpect for General Summers 


Kt of his deteſtation, was yet prevailed on 


nſon, to anſwer with civility the letters he 
s continually peſtering her with, under 


id ſhe took care to bind him to his pro- 
lie on behalf of the Miſs Melmoths. 
TIE Mr. 
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wld by no means conſent to; he thought, 


id weakneſs increaſed every hour, he had 


{ the whole affair to Mrs. Herbert, re- 
weſting ſhe would prevail on his dear 


Mminued to Lord Sutton, and whoſe af- 


fre too great to ſuffer any perſonal inter- 
ure to ſubſiſt between her and the ob- 


her regard for Miſs Herbert, and Wil- 


tence of aſking her advice and opinion, 
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Mr. Melmoth, in the mean time, wrot 
from the Lodge; he informed them he h. 
changed the deeds, and was then preparii 
for the reception of his lady: the mont 

he ſaid, was paid Mr. Aſhby at the Gro 
in the preſence of his ſiſter, whoſe lol 
and behaviour were, one ſpiteful, the oth 
rude— Oh!” cried Mrs. Melmoth, ex 
ultingly, < the very firſt thing I will do ſh; 
& be to viſit her, and entertain her v. 
„Lord Sutton's gift to my girl, and Lad 
« Ann's hiſtory ; which ſhe will not ou 
live, nor exiſt in the preſence of n 
„ ſweet natural daughter.” It was tim! 
indeed, Mrs. Melmoth ſhould begin 
prepare for her confinement. She gratef 
ly conſented to refign Eliza to the care 
Lady Ann, whoſe fondneſs for her increl 
ed every moment. She was a lovely youl 
creature; her education had been ſom 
what neglected, but ſhe had now every i 
vantage good inſtructors and cloſe app| 
cation could give. 

Thoſe occurrences, which threw the i 
tereſt of her friends ſo much in her 

contribute 
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contributed not a little to the quiet of her 
own mind. Conſtantly employed, and that 
in a manner moſt delightful to herſelf, as 
ſhe was contributing to the happineſs of 
others, an avocation ſo perfectly agreeable 
to her ſele& friends, that it fully engaged 
them all, ſhe found herſelf leſs unbappy 
than, in the ſituation of her mind, might 
be expected. 

Lord Sutton's illneſs increaſing beyond 
a poſſibility of recovery, his ſon's conſtant 
attendance on him became abfolutely nes 
ceflary ; for, though Stevens was ſtill there, 
be could not bear to be left alone with 
bim However he had lived his Lordſhip 
choſe to die in decent company. 

From this circumſtance it was that his 
vid to fee Mifs Herbert had not been 
mentioned to Anna. He had written to 
ir William Edwin his full approbation of 
his ſon's choice, and fignified his intention 
A ſettling ten thouſand pounds on Miſs 
Herbert, which, indeed, he had conſulted 
der on; but of the requeſt that accompa- 
ed it ſhe was entirely ignorant; which 

| was, 
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was, that they might be married at Bath— 
that as his recovery was retarded beyond 
his hope, he might not loſe the comfort of 
his ſon's company.] | 
This requeſt, very reluctantly on the 
part of Lady Edwin, was granted. On Miſs 


Edwin's entreaties Sir William and his 


lady, and conſequently Mr. Herbert, join- 
ed in the party to Bath; and Anna, whole 
friends were beginning to congratulate her, 
and themſelves, on her returning health 
and tranquillity, found all her philoſophy 
evaporate at fight of Miſs Herbert, who 
flew into her dreſſing-room with ſpirits 
greatly elated at the unexpected good for- 

tune of her lover, and imparted to her the 
invitation that had brought them to Bath, 
entreating her friend to preſent her to 
Lord Sutton. 

The aſtoniſhment of our heroine, the 
diſtreſs and embarraſſment this ſtep occa- 
fioned her, 1s not to be conceived. She 
came to Bath to avoid being witneſs to 
| ſcenes ſhe apprehended would affect her 
life :=by the ſtrangeſt accident in tit 
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world, that circumſtance had been the im- 


perceptible means of her being purſued by 
what ſhe dreaded more than death. 

She condemned Herbert, in her own 
mind, for being prevailed on to come 
where ſhe was. She accufed him of bar- 


barityz and conld hardly refrain from 


openly expreſſing her diſpleaſure againſt 
him, with complaints at the fate that fol- 


lowed her: but it was till in her power to 


remove, and her ill health gave her an ex- 


cuſe for leaving a place that did not agree 


with her, and for not going out or ſeeing 


company while ſhe ſtayed. 


But Patty was too earneſt in her petition, 
to be introduced by her to Lord Sutton, 
It was at all times painful 
to Anna to put a negative on any requeſt 
made to her, conſiſtent with her own ideas 


of propriety. She was incapable of an act 


of ill-nature or caprice; and therefore 
agreed to call for ſuch part of the family 
as choſe to go, at ſeven in the evening; 


5 


but excuſed herſelf, in a card, from paying 


her reſpects to her aunt at their lodgings, 
Vor. IV. N on 
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on account of her health. This could be 

hardly called an excuſe; it was confirmed 
by the alteration in her looks; for never 

| did there breathe ſo exact a picture of 

Shakeſpeare's Love-lorn maid ; ſhe pined 

in thought; and her ſolicitude to deceive 

her friends was ſo great, that ſhe, it might 

be literally and truly faid, ſmiled at grief. 

Miſs Herbert left her exceedingly ſhock- 

ed ; and meeting her brother as ſhe was 
going into her lodgings, Oh! Charles,” 
ſaid ſhe, ** Lady Ann Trevannion is very 
K 1]|—you cannot think how ſhe is altered 
« —Good heavens ! what is the matter, 
{© brother? How pale you are !”—He an 
ſwered not, but paſſed on. She repeated 
| her bad news to Lady Edwin and Mrs 
Herbert ; they were both extremely con 
cerned, and were going to her directly, bu 
l Wilkinſon, who had not yet, though it wa 
his father's particular requeſt, aſſumed thi 
name of Gorget, coming to wait on Si 
William, to name the truſt for Patty's ſetÞ ti 
tlement, they were prevented. 


- Miſs Edwin then made her appearance Y 1 
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me had FORE ſhe ſaid, half the town over, 
and actually did leave a card at Anna's door. 


Mr. Summers, at dinner, mentioned a 


circumſtance that appeared odd to him; 
he met Miſs Edwin, and not knowing the 
family were come to Bath, was rather ſur- 


priſed ; he had the curioſity to ſee where 


ſhe went; ſhe had not paſſed him many 
paces before ſhe was joined by a young 
officer, and on enquiry of a chairman who 


belonged to the houſe he ſaw her enter, 


found Mrs. Edwin was likewiſe at Bath, 


and lodged there. 


Mrs. Wellers, at this intelligence, very 
ſeriouſly remonſtrated againſt concealing, at 


leaſt, from Sir William and Lady Edwin, 


the improper connection their daughter 
was forming; there would elſe, ſhe was 
ſure, be another tragical ſcene in the fami- 


ly; Anna would not hear of any kind of 


interference from her friends; and being 


hurt at Mrs. Wellers' perſiſting in the juſ- 
ice of the act, it was dropped. | 


In the evening, having appriſed Lord 
Sutton of her intentions, Lady Anna called 


K 2 for 


. 


for Mrs. and Miſs Herbert; Lady Cecilia 
refuſing to viſit, on any terms, a man who 
had offered ſuch indignities to her family, 
did not accompany them, but engaged 
with Sir William to meet her at their re- 
turn at her own houſe. They were receiv- 
ed at Sutton-Houſe by Mr. Wilkinſon, 
and conducted into the library which ad- 
joined his Lordſhip's dreſſing- room, and 
was the fartheſt place his weak neſs would 
ſuffer him to be moved to. 

He was rejoiced to ſee Lady Nan on 
any occaſion, and in this company her's 
was doubly welcome; he exhibited his 
grandeur, and talked very, largely of the 
great things he meant to do for his fon ; 
he was very rich, and, as he had informed 
Sir William Edwin this morning, when he 
did him the honour of calling on him, he 
intended to leave the principal part of his 

fortune to his ſon, and his heirs. 
_ . He preſented Mifs Herbert with a very 
fine ſuit of pearl, and ſome valuable dia- 
monds, which looking at Anna, with a figh 
he could not reſtrain, he ſaid, in a low 
| voice, 


ty 
{o: 


voice, were deſigned for another occa- 


ſion. FIRE ugh 
Mrs. Herbert then told him, ſhe was at a 


loſs, kind as he was to her daughter, how 


to mention Lady Cecilia's family reaſon for 
chuſing Miſs Edwin ſhould be married at 


Trevannion ; all her generation but one had 
plighted heir vows at the family chapel, 
and all but zhat one had been proſperous 


and happy. Patty had engaged to accom- 
pany her couſin to the altar; and although 
Lady Edwin did not ſay any thing, ſhe was 
ſure it would very much diſpleaſe and hurt 
her if any alteration took place; the obli- 
gations of her family to her brother and 
ſiſter, ſhe added, were ſo numerous, as well 
as binding, it would be great pain ſhe 
ſhould take any ſtep which did not meet 
their entire approbation. 

Anna, who longed to get rid of them at 
any rate, ſeconded Mrs. Herbert; encou- 
raged by fo powerſul an advocate, ſhe ven- 


tured: to aſk his Lordſhip permiſſion for his 


lon's accompanying them. to Wales, and 


there to have the two ceremonies perform- | 
ed, 
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ed, as peers agreed, at one time; with his/ 
| uſual deference and partiality to Lady Ann, 

he conſented to their requeſt, on condition 
his ſon's ſtay did not exceed a fortnight : 
thus cixcumſcribed in point of time, which 
it was the more neceſſary for Wilkinſon to 
obſerve, as his Lordſhip” s ſtate of health 
was fo very precarious, when they return- 
ed, Lady Edwin fixed on nn. Bath the 
next ys” 5 | P 


1 
.. CHAP. XC. 
Female Philoſophy, 


3 Tu alteration in the looks of our he- 
Toine was too ſtriking to eſcape the notice 
of Lady Edwin—Greatly alarmed, ſhe re- 
newed her entreaties for her to accompany 

them into Wales, but finding ſhe could not 
prevail, told her ſhe would be denied no 
longer than till her daughter was married: 
85 Trevannion- Houſe, which had been ſo long 
untenanted, 


— 
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untenanted, muſt wait another ſummer; ſhe 
would not be denied; her dear niece muſt 
poſitively finiſh this with her. 

Anna ſmiled ; but nothing was farther 
from her thoughts than going to any place 
where it was poſſible to meet Charles Her- 
bert and his bride—her feelings convinced 


her, that this was a trial the was not equal 


to—indeed the effect the idea of being 


near them had on her health, rendered the 
reſolution to avoid them abſolutely neceſ- 


ary —She had been in a conſtant flutter of 
ſpirits from the inſtant of their arrival—ſhe 


dreaded to meet Mr. Herbert, yet her eyes 
vere perpetually ſtrained after each paſſing 


objeAt—She knew he would not preſume 
to come to her houſe ; yet every rap at the 
door threw her into a violent palpitation; 


he gaſped for breath when his name was 
mentioned; but all other ſubjects on which 
the converſation turned during the time 


her aunt ſtayed, wanted power to engage 
her attention; the viſible changes of her 
countenance in the courſe of the evening 
were obſerved with equal ſorrow and anxie- 
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ty by the friendly Mrs. Wellers. When 


Lady Edwin took her leave, Anna, who 
had borne up like a true heroine, owned 
_ ſhe found herſelf very much indiſpoſed— 
the agitation of her ſpirits was ſo great, that 
a fever of the hectic kind, to which ſhe was 
very ſubject, increaſed with ſuch violence 
before next morning, that quiet was recom- 


mended by her phy ſician, as the only means 


of preventing its ſtill farther alarm—Lady 
Edwin was admitted for five minutes only; 
her concern for her niece was ſincere and 
unaffected; ſhe told Mrs. Wellers, though 
the marriage of her daughter were of ſuch 


importance to her peace, ſhe did not think 


it poſſible ſhe could ſurvive any accident 
that might happen to break it off; yet her 


amiable niece was too dear, to be left in 
ſuch a ſtate : if, therefore, a very favourable | 


alteration did not take place in her health, 
ſhe would poſtpone her journey, in order 
to give Lady Ann her perſonal attendance. 
Mrs. Wellers ſaw; in Lady Edwin's ſoli- 
citude to accompliſh; the union between 
Charles and Cecilia, the folly of hoping that 
| | any 


en 
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any thing could happen from procraſtina- 


tion, in the leaſt flattering tO her wiſhes— 


ſhe knew the honour of the family could 
not be more engaged than the delicacy of 


Anna, who would ſhudder at the thought 


of connecting herſelf with a man who had 
been guilty of a breach of contract, nor 
indeed bad ſhe any idea that her forti- 
tude would be put to loch a trial by My. 


Herbert. 
It was, erer; as matters . her 


opinion, the ſooner the wedding was ſo- 


lemnized, the ſooner Lady Ann would re- 
cover her health and peace; the one much 
injured, and the other entirely broken 
She imparted her thoughts to Mr. Manſel, 
who coincided with her, and joined her in 
entreaties to their young friend, to conſider, 
before it was too late, the injury ſhe was 


doing herſelf, and the pain ſhe inflicted ag 


her friends. 

Anna owned the propriety * their argu. 
ments, and more ſeverely condemned her 
own weakneſs than it was poſſible for them to. 
de, but bewailed her inability to conquer it. 

8 5 5 6 * 
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« If this freſh aggravation had not hap- 


pened,” ſaid ſhe, © change of fcene, time, 


and the many calls of humanity and cha- 
* rity, on the power J am inveſted with, 
* by filling my time in the exerciſes of be- 
* nevolence, might have done much for 


= me but fate itſelf purſues me—the evil 
I dread more than the deprivation of my 
« exiſtence, follows my ſteps—would to 


«© God they were married—I really believe 
es in my preſent ſtate of mind, that event 
only can give me one moment's eaſe.” 
As this was preciſely the opinion of both 
Mrs. Wellers and Mr. Manſel, they in- 
formed her of the reſolution Lady Edwin 
had taken to wait her recocery, and were 
| proceeding to urge the neceſſity there was 
for her to ſummon all her reſolution at this 
important criſis—when Anna, ſenfible of 


what prudence, honour, and delicacy de- 


manded, interrupted them“ Oh! ſay no 
more, I am better now, I will riſe this 


NN moment—let them go—tell my aunt I 


eam well, quite well; pray ſend directly.“ 
oy Tour recovery, my dear,” ſaid Mrs. 
« Wellers, 
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e Wellers, will appear) a little too ſudden; 
„when Lady Edwin calls we will attri- 
* bute your indiſpoſition to a cold, and 
* that may be repreſented-as flight as you | 
e pleaſe ; we will chen ſeave to Mr. Man- 
« {el the urging the uncertain life of Lord 
“Sutton, to induce them to keep to their 
plan of leaving Bath, and I truſt, when 
% no longer harraſſed by thoſe continual ] 
« interruptions, you will then be reſtored 
to the power of feeling that happineſs in ö 
* your own boſom, which your benefi- 
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| te cent diſpoſition leads you to extend to 
| others” 5 
Mr. Manſel's ſolicitude not being leſs, 


and his ſentiments exactly thoſe of Mrs. 
; Wellers, he inſtantly went to Sir William 

s Edvin's to begin his part of the buſineſs ; 

f IB here he met Mr. Wilkinſon, who informed 

5 them the phyſicians had at a conſultation 

0 that morning declared, they did not think 
s it poſſible Lord Sutton could live a month; 

1 Þ and though this was not told him, the very ; 
» I} ſmall hopes they gave rendered him very 
s. earneſt to have the marriage over. Wil- 
„„ kinſon 
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kinſon ventured to hint a with, that it 
might be concluded at Bath; Lady Edwin 


oppoſed it, and that very ftrenuouſly ; ſhe 
had her own private reaſons for haſtening 


the marriage of Cecilia, and foreſa if they 


8 ſtayed longer at Bath, that muft of courſe 


 defitable to her. Charles Herbert fat a 
ſilent auditor of this converſation, in which 


= Sir William and Mr. Manſel joined, giv- 
ing it as their decided opinion, the union 


of Mr. Wilkinſon and Miſs Herbert ought 


on no account to be deferred. Mrs. Her- 
bert conſidering the penitence of fuch a 


man as Lord Sutton, might proceed more 
from caprice and terror of death, than any 
real good diſpoſition, and conſequently not 


do be depended on, was likewiſe an advo- 


cate for expediting the nuptials. Lady 
Ann's health was the only point that em- 
barraſſed her aunt : though Mr. Manſel aſ- 
| ſured her it was in no danger; and as ſhe 


1 bad the ſatisfaction of finding Anna up 


and cheerful in the evening, ſhe took a very 


cfectionate leave, and the family ſet out 
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the next morning for Wilkes wn Netting - 


Wilkinſon nor Manfel went with them, 


Lord Sutton having peeviſhly leflened the 


leave of abſence, from a fortnight to eight 


days; it was judged expedient for the fa- 


mily to go firſt, and that when all was ready» 
the bridegroom .ſhould, accompanied by 


Mr: Manſel, follow them to Dennis Place. 


Patty and her lover took leave of Anna 
in the evening ; ſhe rejoiced when ſhe 
found they were actually gone, and a very 


acceptable ceſſation to her gloomy reflec- 
tions arrived the next day in her uncle and 
Mr. Melmoth; Mrs. Melmoth's fituation 


rendered it proper ſhe ſhould leave Bath; 
the Lodge was prepared for her reception : 
the tenants and dependants of that reſpect- 
able family were impatient to hail the re- 
turn of the Squire to the manſion of his 


anceſtors—it was with regret on all ſides this 


ſeparation was conſented to, and Mrs. Mel- 


moth proteſted ſhe could not ftir till Lady 


Ann promiſed to ſee her before ſhe went to 
Wales, which ſhe very readily did. 


Eliza continued with our heroine ; and 
| | the 


A 
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3 the Melmoch ami left Bath with the hap- 


py certainty of entering gates they feared 


were for ever ſhut to their approach, of 
| looking with conſcious right and authority 
round thoſe domains, the yalue and. beauty 
of which had been diſregarded. by their 
poſſeſſors till the inſtant they were on the 
point of loſing an earthly paradiſe by their 
own folly and extravagance; their pleaſure 
and their joy were the more ſenſible, as 
they felt, in their preſent happineſs, the re- 
| ward of their former benevolence. , Mr. 
Mordant, with whom Juſtice and generoſity 


were only ſo far divided as to ſuffer the 


former to precede the latter, had not only 
taken the mortgage out of Mr, Aſhby's 


hands, but in a manner that flattered, in- 


| ſtead of wounding, the pride of Mr. Mel- 

moth, reimburſed him for the expences of 

Anna's education in ſo liberal a ſtyle and 

manner, that plenty, as well as peace, again 
_ dwelt at Melmoth lodge. 

The young Eliza now became the parti- 

_ cular care of Anna; Mr. Summers was her 


. noe, and Mr, Manſel her divine precep- 


tor: 


* 
: BFA $ 3 — 

Fine = * 

3 * 1 * 


ANNA. 207 
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tor: in this pleaſing employment Anna 


hoped to find relief from the corroding and 
anxious feelings of her mind; but thoſe 
were too potent to be thus evaded; her 
fever increaſed, the intermiſſions became 
leſs regular, and her appetite entirely fail- 
ed; the hours uſually devoted to ſleep were 
thoſe in which ſhe indulged in a luxury of 
grief; her fallen eyes and wan cheeks ſpoke 


| a language it was not poſſible for love and 


friendſhip to miſapprehend : the firſt phyſi- 
cians were again called in: Mr. Mordant's 
uneaſineſs was only to be equalled by that 
of the General; Manſel durſt not truſt him- 


ſelf to look at her, and Mrs, Wellers' own 


health was ſo much affected, it was often 


out of her power to attend her young 


friend; Mrs. Clarke was therefore ſent for 
down expreſs, and added another mourner 
to the melancholy group. Wilkinſon was all 
impatience for his ſummons, but neverthe- 
leſs felt in the general ſolicitude for a life ſo 
dear: the doCtors were wearied with queſ- 
tions ; yet, what anſwers could they return, 
conſiſtent with the Kill they profeſſed, but 
3 what 


208 : ANNA. 
what they had already given that much 


might be hoped from her youth and 


2 e conſtitution, but more, infinitely more, 


«' depended on the ſtate of her mind.“ 

Anna heard their opinions without emo- 
tion but her countenance exbibited too 
little concern in cheir prognoſtics to pleaſe 
her uncle, 

| He conjured her not to break his heart 
by her unaccountable ſadneſs ; ſhe averred, 
all that lay with herſelf was willingly done 


to regain her loſt health; but if,“ faid 


« ſhe, it is the will of my Maker to call me 
6 from a life in which, excepting the love 


« of a few friends, I have never known 
2 c | 


" 


pleaſure, at fo early a period, who ſhall 


| " arraign bis wiſdom !” 
| “ Oh Anna!” anſwered Mr. Summers, 
4 do you eſteem the love of a few friends 


* 
ON 


a trifle! Do not affect an apathy for 
« which your ſenſibility difqualifies you! 


© Believe me, the love of real friends is 
«© Heaven's beſt gift; it is a treaſure far 
„ more valuable than your eſtate.” 


l eſteem it lo, retu rned ſhe, ** my ever 
6 kind 
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heart on more; the diſappointment, you 
e ſee, has hurt me. I cannot fly from my- 
ſelf, elſe would I be any living being who 
js innocent, rather than Ann Trevannion: 


* 


5 72 


but, unhappy as I confeſs I am, you, I 
am ſure, alarm yourſelves without rea- 


c 


- 


N 


ſon. If this illneſs be final, it muſt great- 
« ly increaſe; I have myſelf no forebod- 
© ings; my ſufferings are merely mental; 
it may, perhaps, affect my health, but 


ov 


South of France“ 


„Oh,“ cried the General, it is the 


ey ery place for you.“ 

* And,” continued Anna, taking her un- 
cle's hand, which ſhe preſſed to her lips 
with the utmoſt warmth, both of duty and 
affection, if that will not do, my dear and 
* honoured uncle, we will go with you to 
te Jamaica; and we will ſteal my good ma- 
* ternal friend from her worthy huſband, 
e if we canrot prevail on him to accom- 


ic. Naar us. What would I not do, where 


„„ would 


kind monitor; but, valuable as it is, call 
me not ungrateful: I had greedily ſet my 


not, I hope, g. —1 have heard the 
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« would I not go, to add to the happineſs 
„ of ſuch friends Let us inſtantly take 
an airing—Briſtol is recommended ; if 
c the place pleaſes us, we will go there, 
« juſt to beguile the time. —I cannot leave 
: England without Mr. Manſel ;—and if it 
ſhould not be poſſible for my dear Mrs, 
Wellers to go ;— 
« Oh,” interrupted the good woman, 
don't mention that; depend on it I will 
© not leave you, till your health is re-eſta- 
* bliſhed, though I am half an invalid my- 
6e ſelf.” The carriage was ordered. Mr. 
Mordant and the General choſe to go on 
horſeback.— The environs of Briſtol are, 
perhaps, the moſt beautiful and pictureſque 
in the world. As they rode over the 
downs, Mr. Manſel ſhewed them the Welch 
hills, in the way to Llandore.— Anna 
ſtarted.— . N 

«© That high one, which ſeems to loſe its 
& top in the clouds,” ſaid the good man, 
56 1s very plainly diſcernable from the aſ- 
6 cent, at the back of Llandore caſtle ;''— 
a ſtarting tear accompanied recollection. 
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He continued, Often, my dear Anna, 
« have-I looked from thence toward it, 


« with a ſecret wiſh to know where you 
«was, and a fervent hope you would 


once again repaſs it; when the happieſt 
« among the happy, no wiſh ungratified, 
* no prayer unanſwered, I carried down 
% my departed faint, we went that road.“ 
* Oh; Sir,” anſwered Anna, her face 
bathed in tears, while he trove to conceal 


his, “ no more lead to the memory of that 


© blefſed woman; no more retrace that 


© ſpot, thoſe ſcenes! which are cloſed on 


© me for ever; miſery and deſpair are the 


* only reliques of the peaceful ſerenity of 


four happy years ſpent at dear Llandore. 


Mrs. Manſel's death anticipated misfor- 


tunes meant to elucidate the wiſdom of 


Providence; but there, alas! my preſent 


* ſorrow did not originate; too late were 
« the warnings of my ever lamented friend. 
* Your village, your houſe, the white chim- 
* nies of Llandore, are this moment in 

a "My fight : there you fit in your morning 


= gown, reading; here is my more than 


«© mother, 
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that humble ſtyle!“ 
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by aber trying on a pair of ſpeQacles, 
e laughing at her own figure in them: 
% between you ſtands the happieſt of or- 
* phans, juſt equipt to go with dear Miſs 
« Herbert to the caſtle, detained only to 
« receive a charge, delivered in the voice 
© of kindneſs, not to be out late; not to 


-—_ 


« venture through farmer Jones's field, 


* and not to overheat myſelf by walking. 
* Oh, that all my life had been paſſed in 
Here a flood of 
tears, in which her reverend friend accom- 
panied her, gave fome eaſe to her heart, 
burſting as it was with anguiſh, and the 


moſt tormenting recollections. 


Mr, Mordant then joining them with his 
obſervations on the country, ſhe was ſuffer- 
ed to indulge in ſilence reflections which 
contributed. not to the benefit ſhe hoped 
from the air and exerciſe. 

At Clifton, a remarkably pretty houſe, 
apparently new-fitted up, in a romantic 
ſpot, overlooking the wells, in full view of 


the river and St, Vincent's rock, engaged 


their notice, and Anna, much pleaſed with 
the 
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the fitnation, ſtopped to inquire what ac- 
commodation there Was. 


The ladies were ſhewn into a very neat 


drawing- room, while the gentlemen were 
admiring the proſpects round; on their 
proceeding to take a farther view of the 


ſhe immediately recollected to be Mrs. 
manity ſhe had been ſo much obliged when 


in the ſmall-pox ; her firſt emotions were 
thoſe of joy at ſeeing a perſon to whom ſhe 


the woman could have any objection to a 


be to her advantage, ſhe followed her up 
airs into a ſmall room, where to her aſto- 
nihment, on a table lay the coat and train, 
of which ſhe had been robbed, and which 
Mrs. Hughes was haſtily catching up. Sur- 


might ſhe believe her eyes—were it poſ- 
lble—could Mrs. Hughes be the perſon 
hoſe diſhoneſty cauſed her ſuch ſorrow ? 
or he poogwoman, when ſhe ſaw Anna had 


ith ; | | fixed 


houſe, a perſon paſſed Anna haſtily, who | 


Hughes, the friendly widow to whoſe hu- 


was ſo much indebted, and having no idea 


de Niencontre, which ſhe predetermined ſhould 


priſe now took the place of pleaſure - 
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: fixed her eyes on the coat, dropped her's, 


in evident confuſion : neither ſpoke till 


| Joined by Mrs. Wellers, 


Lady Ann's countenance, her aſtoniſhed 
look at the coat ſo often deſcribed, ſoon 


| explained the matter. 


„ What,” cried Mrs. Wellers, © you 


« have then diſcovered the thief.” 


Another perſon at this moment appear. 


ed, as little expected, though perfect 
known; it was Bates; who, kneeling at the 
feet of Lady Ann, confeſſed the robbery, 


finding he could not conceal it without 
ſuffering the odium to lay on his ſiſter. 
The whole tranſaction reflected fo much 
on the unhappy Edwin, that Anna was fe. 
Joiced there were no other witnefles to 
diſcovery fo little to his credit ; and the 


native goodneſs of her heart exulted to 


find, though ſo nearly related, Mrs 
Hughes was unacquainted with the depn 
vity of her brother. 

Bates ſaved ſome money in Mr. Edwin" 
ſervice, which he increaſed by marrying : 
woman of ſmall dower, and had take 
thi 
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mis houſe, which he meant to let | in lodg- 
| ings; Mrs. Hughes was at that time on a 
viſit to his wife, and they had been very 
i buſy, looking over and arranging his 
things, when Anna's carriage ſtopped ; 
Mrs. Bates attended the ladies to the apart- 
ments; the firſt glance Bates. had of our 
heroine, knowing how his wife and ſiſter 
were employed, in the utmoſt hurry he - 
ſent the latter to put the fine coat and train 
they had been admiring, out of fight, with-" 
out explaining his reaſon, 
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The lively gratitude of Anna prevented 9 
its being hid; and her regard for Lady I 
Edwin, and the honour of her family, for- 1 
bade her ſaying any thing more on the q 
ſubject, than privately ſtipulating for its q 
being reſtored to Mrs. Deſmoulins, with A 


which Bates was glad to come off. 

This tranſaction prevented her taking 
the houſe ; and after making Mrs. Hughes al 
a preſent ſuitable to her own ideas of the | 
vin fervices ſhe had rendered her, they return- , 
ing Ted to Bath, amuſed if not diverted : here 
ake! they found a chaife at the door, and Wil- 
| kinſon 
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out of breath, 1 ſhall be better when it 
“ is over :” ſhe took the hand of Manſ:l 
-as he paſſed, kiſſed her's to Wilkinſon, and 
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of his ſummons, was inſtantly ready, and 
with ſtrict charge from Mrs. Wellers to m 
lend an expreſs the moment the ceremony tie 
was performed, he took a reluctant leave. fh 


kinſon impatiently waiting with the wel. 


come mandate, and letters for Lady Ann 


from her friends at Dennis Place. 
« Now, Anna,” whiſpered Mrs. Wellers, 


. for your fortitude ; uo let your ſenſe of 


4e propriety, the dignity of your rank, and 
tc the pride of your ſex ſupport you.“ 
I know,“ anſwered ſhe, trembling and 


hurried to her apartment. 
Manſel having been in daily expeRation 
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Tas hard trial was now at hand ; poor 


Anna, in this arduous moment, endea- 
youred to recolle& all the leſſons ſhe had 


been taught for her own practice, and all 


ſhe had obſerved in her friends : there was 


not, in her reſearches, a ſingle example, 
from whence ſhe could derive ſtrength of 


mind. Philoſophy would not, and reflec- 
tion could not, adminiſter the conſolation 
ſhe ſo much wanted; to fly from her own 


thoughts was the only means that offered of 
comfort; in this expedient Mrs. Wellers 
was her "ndefarlgable aſſiſtant: ſhe hurried 
her from one amuſement to another; ſtill. 
pointing out to her the admiration ſhe ex- 
cited, and the homage paid to her merit, 
as well as charms. Ever prudent, judici- 


ous, and kind, ſhe neither a moment loſt 
light of what, at ſuch a critical and painful 
or. IV. L period, 
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period, was due to friendſhip, nor ſtudi- 


ouſly avoided the fubje&, whenever Anna 
mentioned the Edwins, or 'Herbert ; ne- 


vertheleſs, the intervening ſpace would 


have been ſtill more tedious and unhappy, 


had it not been diverted by incidents that 


engroſſed ſome part of their atten tion. 
Stevens called on Lady Ann the third 

morning after Mr. Wilkinſon had left 

Bath, wich a moſt terrible account of the 


ſtate of Lord Sutton's mind and health; 


he acknowledged himſelf to have long been 
a member of the Catholic church, though 


he had not revealed his religious prin- 


ciples, on account, for many years, of his 
commiſſion, and lately he had not thought 
of any religion; but now the reproaches of 


| bis conſcience were ſo ſtrong; abſolution 
muſt be had at any price; and nothing 
. would ſatisfy him but ſending for a prieſt, a 


countryman of his father's, now at Bath, in 

the train of a foreign ambaſſador. 
Stevens, if he had not honeſty enough 
to be-really concerned for the intereſt of 
Wilkinſon, had, at leaſt, a competent ſhare 
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of regard for his own, which he conceived 
in a more promiſing line in the hands of a 


man of honour, than in that of a bigoted 


prieſt; he therefore entreated Lady Ann to 


interfere; but a look from her venerable 


friend had more force in her gentle bofom 


than all he could fay ; even though the in- 
tereſt of Patty was at ſtake, ſhe begged to 


be excuſed ; and that no inducement might 


be wanting to the abandoning the bad man 
to his deſtiny, before Stevens left her, a 


poor woman ſent a petition to be ad- 
mitted. ; 

At another time, perhaps, ſhe might 
have been referred to Clarke ; but, at this, 
to divert the paſſing moment, was all that 
Mrs. Wellers wiſhed; ſhe therefore begged 
Lady Ann to admit her. 

A tall, haggard, dirty woman now en- 
tered,” of whoſe perſon Anna had not the 
leaſt recolle&ion ; ſhe was beginning, in 
broken Engliſh, an apology ; when, ſeeing 


the Captain, her humble ſtyle was in- 


ſtantly changed into a volley of abuſe on 
him and his noble patron, in the courſe of 
* i which 
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which our heroine underſtood, to her infi- 
nite ſurpriſe, this perſon was no other than 
Madam Frajan, and that the ſubject of her 
anger was not being rewarded ſuitable to 
her eſtimation of the ſervices ſhe had ren- 
dered Lord Sutton in her injurious condu& 
to Anna. In the courſe of her accuſations, 
mixed with imprecations ſhocking to the 
ears of the reſpectable inmates of Lady 
Ann Trevannion's houſe, who, all but 
Stevens, ſtood aghaſt, ſhe pourtrayed her 
- own and the wickedneſs of her aſſociate ; 
he, indeed, having been active in one part 
of what ſhe called her ill uſage, and more 
uſed to ſuch language, knew how to return 
der Aale. 

When, however, Mr. Mordant heard 
ber accuſe him of urging her to leave Miß 
Edwin's fervice, and receiving from her, 
in the name of his Lord, Mrs. Melmoth's 
lace, to prevent her obtaining her own 
pardon, by a free confeſſion, he could hold 
no more, no more reſtrain his rage; the 
evident wretchedneſs of her circumſtances 
loſt all claim to charity, the iniquities of 


Ser 
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her life demanded puniſhment, and both 
theſe partners in vice were thruſt out of the 
houſe with the contempt and abhorrence 


they deſerved. 


When they retired to 0 Mrs. Wellers 
propoſed to Anna going to the play, where 
the ſoul-harrowing Siddons was to perform 
Iſabella. With a faint ſmile, ſhe declined 
going out any more; this was, perhaps, 
the very laſt day ſhe might think on her 
Herbert without a crime; the indiſſoluble 
knot might be already tied; ſhe would ſpend 
it in once more living over in idea the hap- 


py, happy moments ſhe had known with 


him; ſhe would indulge, for the laſt time, 
in a retroſpect of his actions, both at Llan- 
dore and ſince; ſhe would learn fortitude 
from his example; ſhe would trace, with 
her pencil, the graces of his perſon, as they 
dwelt on her memory, and her eſtimation 
of perfection ſhould always be guided by 
thoſe of his mind. 


There was a ſolemnity in her manner 


during this declaration; and, when ſhe 
calmly opened her port folio, it affected 
& L 3 | Mrs, 
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Mrs. Welters ; without alarming her, ſhe 


rang for her work- bag, and ſent an apology 
to the gentlemen for not joining them the 


remainder of the day. 


The hours paſſed in a ſolemn kind of un- 


deſcribable ſadneſs, and the cloſe of the day 


bad already arrived, without the dreaded, 
yet wiſhed for, meſſenger from Dennis 


Place. . 
Mr. Mordant and the General were 


gone to the play, and a ſtillneſs pervaded 
in the houfe, with which the feelings of 


its lovely Miſtreſs ill accorded ; with each 
revolving hour her fpirits flagged, and the 
remonſtrances of friendſhip were loſt in the 
more piercing claims of ſenſibility. She was 
in a ſilent flood of tears, when a loud rap 


at the door alarmed her. 


She ſtarted.— · I will not ſee any body.” 
I have given directions,“ anſwered 


Mrs. Wellers.— The door opened. 


With looks of tranſport, and unſpeak- 
able joy, in ruſhed Mr. Herbert. 

The ladies ſcreamed. 

He was in a moment at the feet of 
Anna. 


A0 


>” 


* 


\ 


Anna. He ſeized her hand: it was in vain 

| ſhe ſtruggled to withdraw it, that ſhe com- 
manded him to riſe—to retire. 

Never, never more would he give up 


the precious pledge.—She was his own— 
his invaluable, his deſtined Anna. 

What did he mean ?—Again he was 
commanded to retire. 5 L 
. No longer the deſpairing, the hopeleſs 
Herberc,—he dared to diſobey, and to glo- 
ry in his diſobedience. He would not quit 


his poſture till he read in the eyes of his 
beloved Anna the joy, the ecſtaſy himſeif 


felt at his freedom ; had ſhe not confeſſed 


ſhe loved her Herbert ? He was, again he 
aſſured her, free. She muſt forgive his 


tranſports; the ſound was ſo joyful, he 


would have it reſound through the world, 
* Charles Herbert was diſengaged from 
“ Cecilia Edwin,—He was in fight of all. 
* earthly bliſs—he was at liberty to pour: 
e forth the long, long reſtrained love and 
© adoration of his ſoul he was at the 


„% feet of Anna Trevannion.” 


55 *© There,” ſaid he, with the triumph of 


L 4 truth 
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truth in his countenance, and ecſtaſy in 
his manner, ** 1s the dear mandate of bliſs” 


—giving into the hands of Mrs. Wellers 
an open letter, while his full heart ſhone 
in his fine eyes, and he was unable to utter 


another fyllab}je—but though filent he 
wanted not animation : the honeſt joy of 


his fond heart bathed the hand he held 


with drops of love and rapture—his agita- 
tions were too ſtrong for articulation, and 


he indulged the tranſport of reading in the 
countenance of her he loved, a doubtful 
Joy mixed with evident ſurpriſe, 


; Herbert's poſitive declarations of freedom 


carried too much the ſemblance of truth to 
be doubted ; but how could it be—nothing, 
Anna thought, but the death of Cecilia 


could have given him authority to addreſs 


her with ſuch aſſured hope of ſucceſs, and 
that idea ſhocked her—he was bid to riſe— 
he was diſobedient—he would not ſtir. 
Have you read that divine letter, ma- 
ce dam,” ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf to Mrs. 


1 Wellers, from the kind Cecilia Edwin?“ 


* Ah! Charles,” cried Anna, „what 


& have 


ma 2 © uw 


- 


« have you done? Have you then humbled 


« me to the duſt by revealing my folly to 
« her ? And doyou think I will accept of 


« a diſmiſſion you have prevailed on her to 


« oive? Were I ſo groveling in my ideas, 


“ ſo mean in my principles, how would 


te you reconcile your conduct to Sir Wil- 


* liam and Lady Edwin, to yourſelf, to 


“ me, and to the world?“ 
« Oh! to be ſure, my angel,“ anſwered 
Herbert, * Cecilia Edwin is the woman to 


give up a point in conſideration of an- 


« other's happineſs, and your Charles the 
© man in the world to afford her a triumph 
& over his Anna. But Mrs. Wellers, though 
e by your delighted looks I perceive you 
% have read thoſe. celeſtial lines, on each 
“ ſyllable of which 1 have hung with in- 
« expreſſible tranſport, you do not con- 
* gratulate me; you have not communi- 
* cated them to my Anna. Will you be fo 
good as to read it out, or ſhall I ?” 
Oh! pray take is yourſelf,” anſwered 
the good woman, ſmiling through her 
tears, and folding her young friend to her 
„ „ heart; 
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heart, with an emotion ſhe could not refit, 
though her ſenſe of female delicacy kept 
her ſilent. _ | 
© Now, Madam,” faid the intoxicated 
Charles, © let me read to you a letter ! 
* have gone through at leaſt a thouſand 
times already; there is not a ſentence in 
it 1 Me. not ſeparately bleſſed over and 
„ } - WM 
He was beginning—but the Agitation of 
our heroine became too ſtrong to ſuffer 
him to proceed. Mrs. Wellers, alarmed 
at the changes in her countenance, begged 
him to retire, and leave the letters with 


her. He was unwilling to obey ;—but on 1 

her referring him to the looks of Anna as £ 

a confirmation of her ill health, and on 
promiſe of re-admiſhon, he left the room; 4 | 


and then, no witneſs preſent, the amiable 
woman alternately ſoothed and congratu- 
lated her friend; and the abſence of tne 
lover, by leaving them without conſtraint, | = 
foon gave Anna courage to read as fol- 
lows: | an 
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„ And did you really ſuppoſe, couſin, 
Cecilia Edwin meant to make you maſter 


of her perſon and fortune? One only mo- 


tive could have prevailed on her to have 
been guilty of ſuch a prepoſterous piece of 


folly— that of puniſhing your preſumption, 


and of being a perpetual plague to the 


whining love: ſick Anna. But it would have 


been too much to dedicate my life to ſuch: 


a contemptible purpoſe. When next I ſee 


you, I ſhall bear the name of him who has 
my heart; and of this I ſhould have in- 
formed you when you inſulted me with a 


petition to be rejected, had not your inſo- 
lence deſerved the puniſhment of ſuſpence. 


C. Epwix.“ 


&« If,” ſaid ſhe faintly, © this is true! 


| « if—” „ Oh! no if's, for God's ſake,” 


anſwered Mrs. Wellers, „I muſt perform 
* my promiſe, Mr. Herbert muſt ſup with 
L6 « uz.“ 
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& us. „Not forbid by che bluſhing Anna, 


he was re- admitted. 

Can language of any kind do juſtice to 
the felicity of this happy evening, when two 
amiable young perſons found (without any 
Teproachable effort of their own) the hitherto 
unſurmountable bars which oppoſed their 
union, totally removed ; unreſtrained by a 
ſenſe of impropriety, unawed by fear, un- 
conſcious of guilt, bleſſed with affluence 
beyond their wiſhes, when fate, which had 
ſo long and invariably followed them with 
omens of their eternal ſeparation, now re- 
lenting, preſented to their view uninter- 
rupted peace and endleſs happineſs : if 

there is a language adequate to the de- 
ſcription of the raptures of two ſenſible 
minds fo ſituated, J am unacquainted with 
it. Sacred be their love, as void of guilt 
were their ſorrows, = 
They parted not till two o'clock, and 


then too happy to reſt ; but how different I 


may be the effects from one cauſe ; the 
want of ſleep left no viſible traces on the 


countenance of our heroine; ſhe was indeed 


in 
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in- no haſte to leave her apartment, but 


Mrs. Wellers, whoſe pleaſure was without 
bounds, found her dreſſed, ſweet as the 
opening roſe, her muſlin levet and linen 
only to be outdone in whiteneſs by the ſkin 
they covered. Joy danced in her eyes, 
and her beautiful mouth now adorned with 


the ſmile of tranquillity, half ſhewed a 


double row of pearl, and exhibited to the 


moſt enchanting advantage the innume- 


rable dimples which ſurrounded it. The 
viſible ſatisfaction this lively diſplay of in- 
ward peace gave Mrs. Wellers, added freſh 
grace to her ſmiles; and returning her 
filent ſalute with mutual exchanges of thoſe 
looks true cordiality only can ſend forth, 
they deſcended to the breakfaſt room. 
The General and Mr. Mordant had been 
fixing their rout to France, and ſeriouſly 


| lamenting the occaſion which obliged them 


to take it, when Mr. Herbert was an- 
nounced, | 
Herbert!“ repeated Mr. Mordant in 
aſloniſnment. 
“The ſame, dear Sir,“ anſwered the 
> ſill 


230 ANNA. 
ſtill overjoyed Charles; he comes to de- 
mand your congratulations,” 


On your marriage to be ſure,” an- 


fwered Mr. Mordant ; * but what can 
have brought you fo ſoon to Bath; is 
« Mrs. Herbert with you * Is Wilkiaſon 
. come?” 

Not ſo faſt, my dear Sir,” returned 
Herbert. No, you are, if you pleaſe, 
« to Dy me on My un being married; 
«© and 

Here Mrs. Wellers, who had gone to 
fetch Anna, entered, followed by the divi- 
nity he adored ;—he flew to meet her. 


« Hey!” faid the General, the whole 


matter then ſtriking him, So, fo, ſo, you 


have found a phyſician, and we ſhall 


e have no occaſion to go to France.“ 
„Nor will my dear niece, I fear, follow 
10 me to Jamaica, joined Mr. Mordant. 


Anna curtſey'd to both, and anſwered: 


her lover's fond inquiries after her health, 
with grace and eaſe. 


When they were ſeated, ſhe told him he 


ſhould have the honour of giving the water 
| 0 
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to Mrs. Wellers; and the ſervant being 


diſmiſſed, conſcious of the rectitude of her 
ſentiments, and as free from all affeQation, 


as incapable of deceit ;—above the little 
arts which women, who feel a void of real 
modeſty, by overſtraining the appearance of 
that beautiful quality, have recourfe to, in 


vain hope of concealing. their unamiable 
deficiency, her underſtanding put ſheep- 
iſhnefs out of her character, and her native 
dignity ſecured her from the cenſure of 
boldneſs, poſſeſſing the happy medium in 
every inſtance but one; it was conſiſtent 
with her ideas of grateful propriety, to 
make a frank acknowledgment to her 
friends of thoſe ſentiments ſhe had not 


concealed from her lover. 


After a little hefitation, in which ſenkbi- 
lity was far more viſible than ſhame, ſhe 
owned her predilection for Mr. Herbert 
from the firſt of her acquaintance; the pro- 
greſs it had made in her affection had been, 
ſhe ſaid, as irrefiſtible as rapid; ſhe men- 
tioned him to Mr. Mordant as the cauſe of 


her decling the addreſſes of his amiable 


{on ; 


Ann 


ſon; nor could ſhe reſtrain her tears in re- 
peating her ſufferings at ſuppoſing him 
dead, from the accidental information of 
the magazine; her diſtreſs, when the ſame 
moment that diſcovered his exiſtence gave 
her ſuch undoubted proofs of his engage- 
ment to Miſs Edwin, it was unneceſſary to 
repeat; but ſhe concluded with affuring 
them, if it yet ſhould appear to her uncle 
and Mr. Summers, that her ſentiments in 
Mr. Herbert's favour were the effect of ca- 
price or want of judgment in her, inſtead 
of deſert in him, ſhe ſhould not indeed 
promiſe to ceaſe loving him, but would 
never marry without, not only their con- 
ſent, but approbation; and then leaving 
him to the explanation and vindication of 
his own actions, ſhe retired, declining the 


attendance of Mrs. Wellers. You, my 


dear Madam,“ faid ſhe, © muſt ſtay—you 
* ſhall judge for me, I am too partial to 
decide for myſelf.” _ 

Herbert, all ſenſe and elegance, liberal 
in his ideas, and juſt in his actions, a ſcholar 
and a gentleman, his principles unvitiated, 

| His 
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his morals uncorrupted, not warmer in his 
ſenſe of honour than in his love of truth, 
needed not an advocate with his judges; 
they ſaw Anna's partiality, they approved 
the object which inſpired it, and only won- 


dered any one who knew both, could think 
of ſeparating two people who ſeemed born 


for each other. 


= 


.CHAP, xc. 


A Trip to the North. 


Ma. Herbert had now to account to 
them, as he had before done to Anna, for 
his ſudden enfranchiſement. 4 
He told them, that the whole journey 
down, Miſs Edwin's behaviour was ſullen, 
haughty, and reſerved to all the party; 
that her ſupercilious behaviour knew no 
diſtinction of perſons, but was extended to 
her 
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her father and mother, with as little cere. 
mony as to Patty and himſelf ; infomuch 
that Lady Edwin, it was eaſy to perceive, 
with great difficulty forebore her reſent- 
ment. On their arrival at Dennis Place, 
ſhe affected retirement, but made no ob. 
jection to the day propoſed for their nup- 
tials ; that as to himſelf, ſpite of his inter- 
nal wretchedneſs, he endeavoured to per- 
| ſevere in the kind of behaviour he had al- 
ways adopted, which was polite and friend- 
ly ; he had pretended to no more. To the 
great diverſion of Sir William, and the fur- 
prize of every body elſe, their aunt Wini- 
fred, formerly her ridicule, was her fa- 
vourite friend and chief companion, and 
the only perſon about the houſe with 
whom ſhe choſe to converſe. 

On the evening preceding their nuptials, 
which was the day Mr. Manſel and Wil- 
kinſon were expected, the old chapel being 
cleared and ornamented for the purpoſe, 
the neighbourhood invited, and prepara- 
tions made to entertain the whole country, 
Cecilia, 


- © ſurmiſe; 
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Cecilia, without waiting to ſee them, re- 
tired to her apartment. 

Lady Edwin was ſurpriſed and burt at 
fach a whim, as Patty (though going to be 
united to the object of her choice) having 
been brought down for the expreſs purpoſe 
of accompanying her couſin, would cer- 
tainly, at fuch a delicate period, wiſh for a 
companion of her own age and ſex; but 
remonſtrances were vain, ſhe continued ob- 
{tinate, and carried her point. 

« Manfel and Wilkinſon arrived in the 
10 evening. A prey to my own dreadful 


F< reflections, I had not,” continued he, a 


thought of reſt ; but I attended my dear 
* mother early to her chamber, when, for 


the firſt time, ſhe hinted her fears, I was 


* not happy in my, or rather her, choice. 

* I made no anſwer to this but too true 
little did the beſt and tendereſt 
* of mothers imagine who reigned without 


© a rival in my ſoul : had ſhe but ſuſpected 


&« I loved, her ſenſe of honour and of juſ- 


* tice would have rendered her miferable ;, 


e but as- no remedy offered to prevent this 


6 dreadful 
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* Areal ſacrifice but what would involve 
* her in my ruin, and wound the hearts of 
Sir William and Lady Edwin, I ſuffered 
her to continue in ignorance of my feel- 
„ ings.— Dear woman, on her knees ſhe 
*« prayed for bleſſings on her children. 
che was ſure I might mould my couſin, 

cc who had always loved. me, into what 

“form I pleaſed ; and the gratitude and 
4 good- nature her partiality gave me credit 
&« for, would inſure our happineſs ; 1 left 
her, extremely affected by her maternal 
„ goodneſs, my ſoul rent with the idea of 
* the approaching ceremony, which I felt 
would render the whole creation an uni- 
« verſal blank to me. In croſſing the gal- 
e lery, I was ſurprized with the glimpſe of 
Cecilia haſtily deſcending” the ſtairs; but 
as every hour was marked with freſh whim 
and caprice, when I was ſure it was her, 
„e it gave me no farther thought. 

*© What my reflections were during that 
painful night I will not (ſince, thank 
* God! it is paſt) repeat: I can only at- 
oe emp to e my offence to Heaven 
66 by 
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cc by confeſſing, ſuch were my ſorrows, I 
te found it impoſſible to reſt, and therefore 
ce went not to bed. Every revolving mo- 
e ment, while recolle&ion brought to my 


© memory all the paſt, at the ſame inſtant 


* reminding me how ſoon, how very ſoon, 
e by a voluntary act of my own, I muſt for 
% ever relinquiſh all claim on the woman 
& I adored, and plight my faith to one I 
& deſpiſed, my diſtreſs became ſo poignant, 
IJ own it with ſhame, I am not ſure but 


© my mother's heart would have been 


* wounded by a fecond {ſuicide in her fa- 
e mily, bad not the fatal engagement been 
* ſo happily broken off. The diſtraction 


* of my ideas was increaſed by the buſtle 


and hurry which, by break of day, filled 
© the houſe; and before fix, by the fight 
« of my meek ſiſter hanging on the arm of 
« her beloved Wilkinſon, whoſe looks, bent 
4e 1n cordial love, even at that diſtance, 
« conveyed to me a picture of the rapture 
« of his mind : 1 was turning from them, 


* my imagination ſickening at the contraſt 


© in my own ſituation, when a freſh com- 
© motion 
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quickly vaniſhed : 
ce its aggravation, I was again loſt in de- 
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motion in the houſe, and Patty's haſty 
t ſummons from the garden, excited for a 


% moment my curioſity, which, however, 
too miſerable to fear 


« ſpair ; I had nothing, I thought, to fear, 
„ and leſs to hope, from whatever might 
< be going forward: happy miſtake! My 
© mother and Lady Edwin entered my 
« room; the former with looks of com- 


* paſſion; the latter deprived, by anger and 
« diſtreſs, of the power of utterance, pale, 
< and ſhaking at every nerve. 


My dear ſon,” {aid my mother, you 


* muſt arm yourſelf with patience,” 


« Ah! what has happened!” cried I, 
concluding (my mind ever on one ſubject) 
ſome dreadful news from Bath. 

Lady Edwin, then, in an agony, found 
< ſpeech: Cecilia, faid ſhe, that diſgrace 
« to my blood, that diſhonour to my race, 
« has eloped : all my care for her 1s loſt, 
« all my ſolicitude vain—my anxious 


„ hours, my ſleepleſs nights, my ardent 


% ne, of no effect —unhappy woman 
<« that 
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< that I am—the diſtreſs of my poor bro- 

ether is viſited on my devoted head 
„ childleſs and wretched, for never will 1 
« own or receive that ili-principled girl— 


I have no hope 0 or comfort 1 in my own 


s poſterity. 


« My reſpec for Lady Edwin, my ve- 


te neration of her ſorrows, nor compaſſ; on 
« for my uncle, who ran about wringing his 


« hands, and vainly calling on his beloved 


e ungrateful daughter, had power to con- 
te fine my joy, which actually had nearly 
e ſuffocated me, when Wilkinſon and 
“ Manſel came to us, the former preſſed 
% my hand with a fervency that could have 
e but one meaning—it brought the blood 
into my cheeks—Manſe], good venera- 
© ble man—never ſhall J forget his looks, 
«© they were rhetoric itſelf—The next in- 
% quiry was for aunt Win.; ſhe was not to 
« be found. Preſently Miſs Edwin's maid, 
* a prudent woman, placed about her by 
* her mother, brought in two letters, left 
on Cecilia's writing ſtand; mine you 
' have ſeen; what Lady Edwin's was I 
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te am yet to learn—News was that inſtant 
ce brought that two perſons had been ſeen 
& in the neighbourhood, plainly dreſſed, 
ce but well mounted; that aunt Win. had 


s met them ſeveral times; and a farmer, 
* whoſe ſtay at the next village had been 
“ protracted by his falling aſleep in a ſtate 


&« of intoxication, ſaw, as he paſſed the 
« avenue to Dennis Place, a chaiſe and 
&* four drive out very furiouſly, and faid he 
«© was ſure Madam Winifred was in it, as 
* he heard her ſcold the driver for not 
« ſtopping to pick up her bonnet, which 
* by ſome accident had fallen out of the 
<« chaiſe window, and which he took up; 
« he ſaid they were followed by two or 
ie three men on horſeback. | 

I heard no more —I flew to the ſtable 
« —my horſe was fit to anſwer the impa- 
te tience of his rider—when J could no 


longer outſtrip the wind, I threw myſelf 


into a poſt-chaiſe, and without ſtopping, 
« was in fifteen hours at the feet of my 


lovely Anna.“ 


On this little hiſtory Mr. Herbert re- 
ceived 
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ceived the congratulations of all preſent— 
happineſs now reſumed her proper ſeat, the 
habitation of virtue was no longer clouded 
with grief; and thoſe hearts where philan- 
thropy and benevolence ever dwelt, be- 
came the ſeat of peace. 

That peace was not interrupted, though 
their attention was engaged in the evening 


by an account from Sutton Houſe, of the 


death (as he was taking his tea) of its 
owner. This event, though expected by 
the faculty, was too ſudden not to ſhock 
Lady Ann Trevannion. 

Mr. Mordant, with Mr. Herbert, on be- 
half of Mr. Wilkinſon, inſtantly repaired 
there to put their reſpective ſeals on the 
effects, and ſent off an exprels to Dennis 
Place. 


The confuſion and diſtreſs at Dennis 


Place, did not take from Wilkinſon the 
defire- of inſuring his own happinels ; Sir- 


William wiſhed to purſue the fugitives, 


but Mr. Wilkinſon would not accompany 


him till he was actually married, leſt ove 
delay might be productive of others; they 
Vor. IV. M were 
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were therefore united. The poor, Lady 
Edwin ſaid, ſhould not ſuffer for the folly 


and diſobedience of Cecilia; the intended 


gifts were diſpenſed; and the common 
people regaled, though apologies were diſ- 
patched to the gentry who bad been in- 
vited. 


From the chapel At, Sir William and 


Mr. Wilkinſon ſet out on their purſuit, 
which they delayed with the more patience 
on the ſide of the Baronet, as he had no 


doubt but Herbert was ſet off on the ſame 


errand ; they eaſily. traced the chaiſe to 
Glouceſter, where, not more to their ſur- 


prize than her mortification, they encoun- 


tered one of the runaways, juſt as ſhe was 

getting into a poſt-chaiſe. 

Miſs Winifred Edwin was in the greateſt 
dJiſtreſs, and at fight of Sir William her 

grief became vociferous; ſhe railed a- 

gainſt the deceit and ingratitude of the 


world to that brother, towards whom ſne 
had been ſo lately guilty of both; they 


gathered from her exclamations, that the 
journey to the north was too far advanced 


for 
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for their utmoſt efforts to impede or over. 
take: indeed this venerable maiden had 


been very cruelly treated by her niece; 
for, taking advantage of her loving diſpo- 
fition, Captain Dunbar was accompanied 
in his perambulations about Dennis Place, 
by a very handſome friend, who was ex- 


ceedingly ſmitten with aunt Winny, and 
prevailed on her to confent to the Captain's 


carrying off Cecilia, merely by way of com- 
panion to herſelf, as he proteſted he could 
not exiſt without being united to her, and 


promifed to meet them at Glouceſter ; he 


was true to his appointment as to time and 


place, but was unluckily accompanied by 


a lady, who made up the party quarre, 
without Miſs Win. and totally deſtroyed 
the ſanguine hopes that poor body had en- 
tertained of entering the holy ſtate of ma- 
trimony. This unwelcome intruder was 
Mrs. Edwin; the two ladies were over- 


joyed at meeting in ſuch happy circum- 


ſtances, and the diſappointed maiden had 
the mortification of ſeeing herſelf deprived 
| of her lover, ridiculed by her thoughtleſs 

4 M2 niece, 
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niece, laughed at by the company, and left 
alone 1n a ſtrange place, the gentlemen not 
chuſing to loſe a moment in EXITS off 
their golden prizes. 

Poor Winifred, afraid to face her juſt 
enraged ſiſter in law, had been in the 
greateſt dilemma where to beſtow her ſweet 
perſon; Mrs. Jane Manſel was recollected 


as her only aſylum, and ſhe was on the 


point of ſeiting out for Llandore, when 
an end was put to that ſcheme by the 
arrival of her brother, who, much againſt 
her inclination, obliged her to return to 


Dennis Place, to render an account of the 


whole intrigue. 

Sir William, finding they had ſo many 
hours ſtart of him, and that the perſon his 
daughter had fixed on was really a gentle- 
man, wiſely reſolved to follow her no far- 
ther, but leave her to the fate ſhe choſe in 
preference to his advice, not doubting but 
as ſhe was wholly dependent on him, be 
ſhould very ſoon hear of, or from her, and 
returned with Miſs Winifred. 

In the mean while Mrs. Herbert was 1n 

a thouſand 


— {TH 


fat out by the quickeſt conveyance. 
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a thouſand apprehenſions for her ſon, which 
increaſed very much at the return of Sir 
William and Mr. Wilkinſon, as ſhe, having 
no doubt but he was in purſuit of Cecilia, 
expected they would return together. Mr. 
Manſel, in compaſſion to her inaternal 


diſtreſs, which ſhe could not conceal, gave 


it as his opinion, that her ſon was gone a 


very different road, and that he would 


venture to promiſe her news of him as 
ſoon as he reached Bath. | 
Mr. Mordant's expreſs arrived in half an 


hour after Mr. Wilkinſon's return, who, 


leaving his bride to the care of their reve- 


rend friend to follow in their own chaiſe, 


CHAP. XCIIIL 


A Dijappuintment. 


Ox Mr. Wilkinſon's arrival in Bath, he 


was pleaſed, but not furprized, to meet 
Herbert, who accompanied him to Sutton 


— Houle ; 


, , Wee (ri 
: 
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Houſe; they were there much ſtruck to 


find the ſeals of two foreign Noblemen af. 


fixed to the drawers and cabinets in addi- 
tion to their own; and Stevens, who was 
yet there, informed them, an old Prieſt, 
who was high in Lord Sutton's confidence, 
had ſet out for the Continent the inſtant 
he died. | 
The two Noblemen, who were at Bath, 
attended, on being ſent for ; they were men 
of high rank, and unimpeached honour ; 
and every ſuſpicion of foul play was obvi- 
ated by their reſpectable characters. On 
opening the deceaſed's private cabinet, the 
firſt thing they found was a will, legally 
ſigned and atteſted, giving the whole of 
his fortune, without a ſingle legacy, to the 


two Foreigners, for uſes which he had ex- 


plained to them, and forbidding the calling 
to any account the Prieſt his confeſſor, as 
the ſum he might have in his * was 

a voluntary gift. 
I! be ſurprize, and indeed the diſappoint- 
ment of young Wilkinſon and his friends 
at this ſtroke, is not to be expreſſed; the 
| WO 
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two Counts ſaid, the bequeſt to them was 


ſo ſacred, and witneſſed by the Prieſt, it 
was Impoſſible for them either to explain it 
or give up an article of the aſſets. 

Stevens, who had hoped for an annuity, 
now petitioned for his expences to town, 
and was bid not only to expect that, but 
to make a charge of his attendance, both 
which they would pay; and Mr. Wilkin- 


ſon having propoſed to take care of Vil- 


lars, he and his friend returned in diſmay 
and aſtoniſhment to Lady Ann's. 

They were not received with leſs cordi- 
ality for this blow; the General, who had 
hitherto avoided young Wilkinſon, em- 
braced and comforted him, by the aſ- 
ſurance, that the money ſo vilely obtained 
would never have been well enjoyed; and 
after the firſt ſhock, the diſappointment 
was forgotten in the reflection, that what- 
| ever happened, his Patty was taken care 

of; and, ſaid Anna, my dear girls * 
their 5000l. ſafe. 

% Believe me,” anſwered Mr. Summers, 
56 1t is all for the beſt; would you have 
M 4 5 
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*« had that wretch finiſh his corrupt career 
* with an act of juſtice? I confeſs my ha- 
*« tred of him is gratified in this laſt piece 
© of deceit; I have no doubt, but the art- 
ful Prieſt, having received his confeſ- 


NP. 


„ ſion, made the whole of his fortune the 


price of abſolution, and cunningly ſuſ- 
« pecting the interference of the legiſla- 
*« ture, on taking ſuch immenſe property 
„ out of the kingdom, prevailed on him 
« to make thoſe noblemen his heirs, under 
« reftrictions they will not dare to break 
e in a Catholic country.” 


Wilkinſon put on mourning, but de- | 


clined attending the funeral; and Mrs, 
Wilkinſon was received by her fond huſ- 
band at Lady Ann's, inſtead of Sutton 
_ Houſe. | 

On entering the drawing-room, how was 
the bride amazed to ſee her loſt brother, 
one arm round the waiſt of Anna, the other 
holding a Milton, out of which he was 
repeating that beautiful paſſage, | 

With thee converſing, I forgot all time, 


« All ſeaſons and their change, &c. &c,” - 
| « My 
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ec My Anna —my dear, dear Charles, 18 
de this poſſible! oh, Lady Ann,“ ſaid the 


mild Patty, falling at her feet, with an in- 

voluntary motion, * Is this true? and 

ee will—yes, I know you will—for who 

but you can reward a ſon, a brother, 

* whoſe duty, and whoſe fraternal love 

could prevail on him to take miſery to 
* his boſom ?” 

Mr. Manſel entered as the lovely fiſters 
were embracing ; the good man could not 
- ſpeak ; he bleſſed, he could only bleſs his 
Anna. 

As ſoon as a tranquil ae A d. her 
brather's and her friend's happineſs would 
permit her, Mrs. Wilkinfon informed them 
ſhe had left her mother to comfort Lady 
Edwin, who mourned, with a broken ſpirit, 
the depravity of her children; but fil, 
as ſhe avowed indulging a pleafing hope 
that the honour of her houſe would yet be 

preſerved by its lineal repreſentative, and 
aſcribing the diſappointment of her wiſhes 
in her own offspring to the cruelty ſhewn 
her brother; Sir William had already re- 
M 5 ſumed 
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ſumed the hoſpitable plan of living he de- 
lighted in; and Mrs. Wilkinſon, in the 
tenderneſs of her huſband, ſoon forgot her 
reluctance at parting with her friends at 
Dennis Place; as to Lord Sutton's fortune, 
ſhe gave it not a ſecond thought. 

Mr. Manſel having delivered a packet 
with which he was charged, from Lady 


Edwin to Anna, ſhe retired to read it, 
leaving the brother and ſiſter to their mu- 
tual explanation, it contained as follows: 


% My DEARESFT NI ECE, 
THE diſgraceful event in my fa- 
4 mily, of which your friends will inform 
« vou, would, I am ſure, have drawn to 
% me my only remaining comfort, without 
“my aſking it; but I have many things o 


| 1 ſay and to explain, too mortifying for 
* perſonal communication, though into 


the boſem of candour itſelf. 

Will, therefore, my dear niece forgive 
her unhappy aunt, for troubling her 
„with a repetition of family grievances 


and diſgrace, for having the fond vanity 


c of 


cc 


ce 


cc 
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of believing her advice and requeſt will 


be more regarded by the daughter of her 
brother, than by her whoſe maturity has 
never afforded her mother one plea- 
ſurable idea? 


* The name which you, my dear Anna, 


bear, in a long line of illuſtrious anceſ- 


tors, has never been diſhonoured by the 
ſlighteſt tarniſh, that only one received 
by my brother Hugh's uniting himſelf 
with a plebeian being entirely done away 


by the native dignity of his daughter; 


in you the virtue, as well as honour, of 
our houſe is united; that is indeed the 


conſolation of my ſoul under the afflic- 


tion it has pleaſed God to ſend me. 


* At the diſcovery of my ſon's attach- 


ment to you, which was at the inſtant of 
that villainous Lord's contrivance to 
charge you with vices ſo indignant to 


your noble blood, my own conviction. 


told me how little the hope was of driv- 


ing your idea from his heart by ſuch a 


ſubſtitute as Miſs Turbville. 


But, anxious to unite our children to 


M 6 5 thoſe 
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< thoſe whoſe birth and family would not ' 
e diſgrace our own, our words were en- 7.9 
, « paped for our ſon, before Mr. Turbville 455 
„ died—from that there was no receding, Ly 
even if the diſcovery of your birth had = 
< preceded his marriage. So you ſee that . 
* the ſteps human wiſdom pointed out, as 
ce the only means of preſerving the dignity * 
e of our family, was productive of its de- c 

© baſement. Had our ſon been left to his 
e own choice, he would have made the 6 
right election; guided be us, he met " 
« deſtruction. ; 
Our daughter, undone by our indul- 46 
«« gence, became the ſlave of diſſipation, ce 
the child of folly; unreſtrained by her & 
parents, how could ſhe be expected to 3 8 
« reſtrain herſelf? Our miſtaken genero- 6 
« ſity, operating with a weak head and 8 
«© bad heart, ſoon robbed her of the chief « 
« ornament of her ſex ; her perſon, from ns 

e jts conſtant exhibition, became con- 
« temptible, and her character ſuſpected; 80 
« inſtead of the propoſals her rank and « 
fortune entitled her to, we had the mor- 
tification | F 


3 oY 
* . 8 4 
- 4 d 

/ 
. a 


* tification to hear her conqueſts were M | 
% among the neceſſitous and unworthy; I 
te our ſon, cut off in the thoughtleſs career 1 | 
of extravagant youth, his talents, which, "44 
* under the guide of diſcretion, might 19 
< have been of uſe and ornament to his Bile 
country, as well as honour to his family, th 
for ever loſt to both, we became the more 1 


* ſerious in our concern for Cecilia. 
« We flattered ourſelves ſhe had always 
been attached to her couſin Charles; 
© but we were ſo unhappy as to diſcover, 
d ata very, if not too late period, an im- 
prudent connection, which, however, (as 
jn that moment ſhe met our wiſhes in 
% ayowing an unabated love for Herbert) 
« we were eager to hope might be merely 
the effect of levity; I therefore pro- 
e poſed to Mrs. Herbert the immediate 
match we had always in view, between 
« her ſon and my daughter. - 
« 1 faw, I confeſs to you, Lady Ann, 
e the young man accorded to our mea- 
< ſures with no impreſſion in Miſs Edwin's 
favour, except honour, and gratitude z 
but 
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"% but aol were principles on which 1 


e built ſtronger for indulgence, and in 
£ conſequence a permanent reformation 


«© in Cecilia, than on mere paſſion. 1 


© knew. our love and liberality would be 
© united to his fortune, for our general 


* happineſs; and on thoſe grounds, I had 


* cruelty to perſiſt in what I had too 
« many reaſons to know the: heart of the 
«© amiable youth recoiled at, becauſe no 
e other plan occurred that gave the moſt 


c diſtant hope of preſerving what v was left 


« of the honour of my poſterity. 
6 This ſelfiſh conduct met its reward in 
a total diſappointment, by the elope- 


| - ment of my daughter. 
e I incloſe you her letter read it here, 


cc 


Lady Ann, by way of ſupport to the 
requeſt I am going to make, which is, 
© that compaſſion for my feelings may be 
© added to the ſenſe of what you owe the 
family you ſolely repreſent, ſo as to pre- 
&« vail on you to take the only ſtep, that 


* 


R 


0 
„ 


42% 


will enable me again to meet the eyes of 


—.— 


* my countrymen. | 
5 don 


4 
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ce a chief worthy of ſuch vaſſals. 


cc 


« You are rich enough in your own 
right, to chuſe even among the indigent, 


a perſon you can love; nevertheleſs, as 


the affections of one ſo unfortunately 
ſituated, though for Lady Ann Trevan- 


nion, will appear in a more queſtionable 


light, than that of a man, who poſſeſſes 


in his own fortune, a right to chuſe,— 


the leaſt to be ſuſpected is the laſt. 
* But I pretend not to dictate; all I aſk 
of you is to marry with condition, that 


the happy object of your choice ſhall 

change his name to that of Treyannion ; 
at the ſame time taking care, that the 
one he gives up, is equally reſpectable— 


on this, my dear niece, depend all my 


preſent hopes; tell me you will oblige, 
and render happy, 


0 Your diſtreſſed aunt, 


C. Epwix.“ 
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| To Lady Fown. >. 
8 laute in the foregoing 1 


2 hs * Mapan, 26 | 
«AS this is the laſt prudence en 
Edwin can be guilty of, I entreat my 
« papa's and your pardon for it. I leave 
© my family at a critical time to them, as 
well as myſelf; the truth is, our blood 
« has from generation to generation, by 
« flowing in the ſame regular channel, at 
ce laſt wearied itſelf by its own lameneſs, 
« and Mr. Dunbar aſſures me, his is no 
« leſs reſpectable; ſo that a little change 
will be an advantage to both; I hope, 
6 therefore, on reflection, you will forgive 
e the act on account of the motive. 


06, Tour dutiful daughter, 
% C. Epwin.” 


* 


c 


LAY 


* 


o 


Anna read the packet with different 
emotions. Lady Edwin had but one fault, 


if her bigoted regard to the honour of her 
| family 
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family could be ſo called. She was a 
woman, whoſe practice of every nob'e 
principle ſanctified her pride of blood; 
and the calamities of her domeſtic circle 
were the more humiliating, as conſcious of 
no one deviation from the virtue of her 
anceſtors herſelf, in thought, or act, ſhe 
Was the farther from apprehending it in 
her children, till conviction accompanied 
the certainty of interference being now 
too late; the blood of Trevannion, the 


| thought, would ſecure them equally from 
vice and meanneſs; the maxims and great- 


neſs of ſoul ſhe had derived from her fa- 
ther, had been carefully delivered to her 
children; forgetting it was in the family 


manſion, and its environs only, they had 


been preſerved unſullied, and that the 


great world was too crouded with artificial 


virtues, to give place to real ones; not 


aware that example from the multitude 


was far more prevalent on the minds of 
proſperous youth, than the dry precepts 


of individuals, her grief was too reſpect- 


able, her diſappointment too keen, to be 
b diſregarded 
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diſregarded by her niece. The rink 


of Lady Edwin pictured the amiable 
Charles; Sir William's eſtate was entailed 


on him in default of male iſſue; his family 


was as ancient and reſpectable as that of 


Trevannion, of which indeed it was a 
branch ; his name, diſhonoured by his fa- 


_ . ther's unhappy end, would be of leſs con- 


ſequence in its change, as that of Tre- 
vannion had been the one from Which his 
family ſpring. 

Thus, then, the man of hs 8 was 
| him moſt ſuitable to her ſituation ; but 
whether, after being ſo circumſtanced with 
Cecilia, Lady Edwin might arp their 
union, was doubtful, 


CHAP. XCIV, : 
 Condlyf _ 


5 Ar Lady Aun s return to the company, 


her looks were examined by her fond Her- 


bert; he read i in 3 an anxiety he was 


impatient 
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impatient to remove; and, at his earneſt 


requeſt, ſhe gave her aunt's letter into the 
hands of Mr. Mordant— the contents were 
highly pleaſing to that gentleman. Hav- 
ing obtained her permiſſion, he ſet off 
next morning for Dennis Place, accom- 
panied by Mr. Herbert. Soon did chat 
happy lover return to eſcort his beloved 
and her friends to Lady Edwin; and the 
real heireſs of Trevannion was met by the 
tenants and vaſſals of her eſtate, and fol- 
lowed through two counties by the accla- 
mations and unfeigned joy of the honeſt, 

unconquered, though uncultivated, Cam- 
brians. 

Sir William and Lady Edwin, equally 
gratified, and mutually happy in the union 
of their amiable nephew and niece, reſign- 
ed themſelves to the will of heaven in the 
diſpoſal of their children, and felt nothing 
but joy in the more fortunate lot of their 
next dear relatives. 

Mrs. Herberr—but why need I weak of 


her, when I have yet to ſay, her ſon was 
the happieft of men, and her daughter the 
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moſt contented of women; could the re- 


mainder of her life then be otherwiſe than 
one ſcene of devout tranſport and grateful 
joy ? In her afflictions, ſhe was reſpected; 
and in her proſperity, defervedly beloved. 
As ſoon as the writings were ready, and 


the forms gone through on account of the 
change-of name, to which was annexed the 


- honours, the voluntary favour, it 


was faid, of a Prince, whoſe great misfor- 


tune it is, that his own judgment i is too 
ſeldom a recommendation to the dignity he 
beſtows, the Earl and Counteſs. of Tre- 
yannion were publicly united in the family 
Chapel, | 

' The noble heireſs ooh became the ;dol 
of her country ; and Lady Edwin exulted 
in the revival of her family dignity. 

Miſs Edwin, now Mrs. Dunbar, in a 


very ſhort time, became a petitioner, and 


obtained a pardon, which ever preceded 
aſking in the heart of her fond father; and 
Captain Dunbar being ſecond ſon to an 
Iriſh peer, Lady Edwin, condeſcended to 
receive him, and conſented to the eſta- 
bliſhment 
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bliſhment of her daughter on the moſt li- 
beral and generous plan. The ladies were 


both returned with their huſbands to Port- 
man- ſquare, from whence Mrs. Dunbar re- 
moved, as ſoon as Sir William's remittance 


enabled her. To this ſtep indeed ſhe was 


rather precipitated by the hurry Mr. Mel- 
liſh was in to viſit his lady's ſeat in Shrop- 
hire; whither he had not the good nature 
towards his wife, or the politeneſs to her 
friend, to invite her. FO 


Captain Dunbar was wild and diſſipated; 


he ſoon run out the firſt ſum advanced by 


his father-1n-law ; and another was aſked, 


and granted, but his demands increaſing 
with the generoſity of the noble-ſpirited 
baronet, he at laſt thought proper to re- 
ſtrain a bounty, that muſt in the end in- 
jure, inſtead of ſerving his daughter, more 
eſpecially as her pregnancy was announced, 
Sir William Edwin was all good-nature 
and liberality, till he ſuſpected an impoſi- 
tion; but when once he ſaw a mean advan- 
tage was taken of his open temper, he 
inſtantly turned to the other extreme, and 
was 
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Vas as obſtinately impenetrable to ſuch ap- 
plications, as he had before been 1 


and complying. 


Captain Dunbar, young, WY and. 


extravagant, was ſoon weary of a contract- 
ed income and an expenſive wife; and 
finding himſelf too idle to reform, or leſſen 
His expences, he privately changed for ad- 
vanced rank in the Weſt-Indies, and left 
his lady to take her own methods with her 


relations. 
The young and e Counteſs of Tre- 


vannion, no leſs reſpected than admired in 


the great world, and beloved and adored 
in her own county and connexions; and 
her huſband not more dignified by his rank 
and abilities, than eſteemed for the recti- 


tude of his principles and the benignity of 


his diſpoſition; were objects too galling 
for Mrs. Dunbar to meet in her preſent 
cireumſtances— while, therefore, ſhe wait- 
ed the determination of her parents, re- 
fuſing the offered aſylum at Dennis Place, 
ſhe choſe to aſk one with Mrs. Melliſh in 


Shropſhire ; but that partner in her impru- 
5 dence 
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dence had not power to give the welcome 
ſhe expected. 
Captain Melliſh, when he took his lady 
into the country, had no intentions to re- 
turn, and much leſs to ſuffer her to keep 
up any of her connections; the ſituation 
of his lady was no leſs unpleaſingly alter- 
ed, though in a different manner, than that 
of her friend; for Captain Melliſh was, 
in the other extreme, as penurious as 
Dunbar was extravagant; and as Mrs. 
Mellich did not breed, all his attention was 
towards faving out of her income what, in 
caſe of her death, would conſole him for 
her eſtate, which, if ſhe died childleſs, was 
ſettled on the next heir, then abroad: here 
then vas no place for Mrs. Dunbar; ; who 
returned to London 1 in high dudgeon with 
her friend Melliſh. 
Mrs. Melliſh, on her part, thus cut off 
from all that ſhe had been uſed to eſteem _ 

valuable in life, tinted in every article of 
expence, xven to common neceſſaries, ſhut 
out from the pleaſures of amuſement, and 
debarred of the joys of ſociety, took to the 
only 
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only method that could. puniſh the con- 
tracted vice of her huſband, by depriving 
him of her income; ſhe gave herſelf up to 
drinking cordials and ſtrong waters when 
ſhe could procure them, and when ſhe 
could not, drams and liquors of a more 
vulgar kind were ſubſtituted in their ſtead. 


Fler health ſoon became affected by this 
fatal reſource. Melliſh, deſtitute of feel- 


ing and good- nature, was equally callous 
to reproach, and regardleſs of her com- 
plaints, till ſeriouſly alarmed at the danger 
in which ſhe ſoon was, the avarice which 
had deſtroyed, ſought to preſerve her ex- 
iſtence. How could he bear to part with 
a wife, whoſe death would deprive him of 
ſuch a fortune ? With anxious wiſhes for 
| her recovery, her. emaciated body was 
vainly moved from place to place, at the 
direction of the doctors, who were pro- 
miſed mountains if ſhe recovered. She 
fell an early victim to her own unguarded 
folly and his unfeeling avarice. 
Mrs. Dunbar continuing obſtinate in her 
refuſals to return to Wales, her parents 
were 
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were at, laſt prevailed on to allow her a 
handſome annuity ; and Lady Edwin took 
into her own care the child. She was very 
happy to be eaſed of the trouble of bring- 


ing it up. It was a female, ang named 
after herſelf. 


8 kk of living in rank, her houſe was 
crowded, as her doors were opened to that 
kind of indiſcriminate company which 
would diſgrace a private party, but which 
were of a certain ſet, and therefore not 


wholly contemptible. With great cunning 


| ſhe ſoon acquired ſome experience, and 


Thus once Sd: in poſſellon of che 


— 


4 


blending one with the other, had the dex- 7 


|  terity to make the junction paſs for wit. 
She was yet young, genteel, and had not 
a bad face; was cautious, but not ſuſpect- 
ed of prudery in ſhort, ſhe maintained a 
kind of doubtful character, too ſuſpicious 
41 for the pure unſullied ſoul of innocence, 
; and too guarded for the poſitive ſtamp of 
: Mr. Wilkinſon 5 his lovely bride re- 


e : 


| 


Vol. IV. N tired, 


— —— — 
— 


266 | ANNA. 


tired, conjented with cheit lot, to Llandore, : 
where Mrs. Herbert's home was, though 
her frequent excurſions to her ſon's almoſt 
rendered it merely nominal.” The proſpe- 
rous ſtate of the Iron-works was a mine of 
riches more acceptable, and far more ho- 
nonrable, than that they had miſſed in Sut- 
ton's wealth. The proviſiqn Mr. Wilkin- 
ſon promiſed Villars, was ſupplied by Mr. 
Summers, who was of ſuch a prepoſterous 
turn, that he fancied even ſhe, in compa- 
riſon of ſome part of the world, might be 
 wirtuous; at leaſt, he would preſerve her 
from the temptations to guilt ; an act of 
- humanity he did not live to repent. The 
remainder of his days, which were ſpent at 
Trevannion Houſe, were unruffled by a 
ſingle grief, and uninterrupted by care, he 
finiſhed his life in the arms of the young 
Earl, and his change from this world, to 
that he had been long prepared to enter, 
was unmarked by one groan, or rendered 
ſhocking to his friends by one convulſive 
gg 5: ; the en ſmile of true benevo- 
lence 
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lence dwelt on his features after life had 
ceaſed to animate them. The bulk of his 
fortune he left to the Countels and her chil- 

- dren, with handſome legacies to thoſe of 
Mr. Wilkinſon. 

Mrs. Wellers left Lady N but 
for a ſhort period; ſhe had the misfortune 
to loſe her valuable huſband {oon after her 

return to Layton; and the grateful heart 
| the had ſo often ſoothed, would not ſuffer 
her to feel ſorrow alone; Lord Trevannion 
himſelf fetched her to his beloved Annaz 
whoſe then ſituation would not admit of 
her travelling ; and the good woman ex- 
perienced the regard of her noble friends, 
in the confidence the whole family repoſed 
in her ſon. All their money concerns were 
intruſted to Mr. Wellers ; a circumſtance 
however of equal advantage to both par- 
ties; ſince the large ſums conſtantly in his 
hands, could not be more profitable to him, 
as a ſpeculative man, than his ſtrict pro- 
bity and exact honeſty, as well as invariable 

regularity, was to them. 
N 2 1 Eliza 
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Eliza Melmoth continued to receive tlie 
advantage of the inſtructions and example 


of Lady Trevannion, till ſhe entered her 


ſeventeenth year, when ſhe gave her hand 
to young Mordant, who, on that occaſion, 


with his- father, ſettled in their native ; 


country. 
Lady Cecilia, S0 in her family 
pride, was wholly wrapt up in her niece, 
and fully employed in educating the young 


Cecilia, after her model, in hopes to make 
her worthy to ſhare the heart of the heir of 


Trevannion. 


Lord Trevannion, by degrees, diveſted 
Sir William Edwin of his prejudices, and 


changed his oppoſition to the miniſter, into 


a patriotic zeal for the good of his country, 


and the honour of his prince, which he at 
length convinced him were ſynonymous 
terms. ö 

Himſelf, a e and independent 
guardian of the privileges and benefits of 


particular, 


- 


the nation at large, and his own county in 
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particular, not urged by prejudice, nor re- 
ſtrained by intereſted conſiderations, he ei- 
ther ſupported, or oppoſed, men and mea- 
ſures, as they appeared to have in view the 
general good; his honour was above price; 


and his principles ſecured from temptation 


by that noble pride which, ſcorning obli- 
gation, regulated his wiſhes to his power. 
Many poſſeſſed greater eſtates; but thoſe 
whoſe rent rolls were ten times larger, were 
neither ſo affluent nor ſo happy as he; be- 


| cauſe he was generous, and becauſe he was 


juſt; his wife, the fond choice of his early 
years, is yet the object of his adoration ; 
her beauty, ſtriking as it is, is her leaſt at- 
traction ; and her high rank and affluent 
fortune creates not that reſpect, which is 
paid to her excellent heart and refined un- 
derſtanding. 

Bleſt with the full bation of 
their wiſhes in the poſſeſſion of each 
other, and happy in a beauteous offspring, 
ſurrounding, like olive branches, their hoſ- 
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pitable board, they yet live, and may they 
„loog do ſo, adored by each other, 
© _ Venerated by their Children, 
Eſteemed by their Friends, 
Beloved and honoured by their Country. 
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